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JNTRODUCTION 
TO   THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


Tii£  Writer  of  tlic  following  piiucb  is  of  opiniun  th  it  as  there  arc 
everywhere  persuns  who  have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  the  histor)'  of  the  place  of  their  abode,  a  popular 
History  of  Bekkkley  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

The  want  of  t,uch  a  Work,  lias  lont^  been  complained  of  j  and  it 
appeared  to  the  AiitJior  that  if  Jie  could  present  in  a  cheap  and 
accessible  voUime  all  the  information  necessary  fur  a  good  Guide 
Book,  he  would  acceptably  supply  tiiat  desideratum. 

He  was  unwilling,  indeed,  that  a  Town  possessed  of  so  many 
historical  associations,  and  containing  objects  of  great  anti4uarian 
interest,  and  much  picturesque  beauty,  should  not  have  its  special 
monograph,  while  many  Towns  of  inferior  note  liave  their  elabo- 
rate Histories. 

If  this  little  Work  lend  to  increase  the  interest  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Berkeley  in  all  tliat  concerns  their  ancient  Town,  or  if 
it  serve  as  a  Guide  to  the  many  occ;isional  visitors  of  the  locality, 
tile  Author's  object  will  liave  bi.en  attained. 


Berkeley,  May,  1856. 


INTRODUCTION 


SECOND    EDITION. 


Ik   this  Edition,   several  errors    in    the  /'•./  are  cor- 
recieJ,  and  many  oniis.^ic'ns  MipplieJ. 

The  whole  Work  has  undergone  a  careful  revisal, 
and  the  Author  hopes  it  is  thereby  rendered  more 
worthy  of  the  reception  which  the  PuMie  have 
already  kindly  given  to  it. 

LtictsTEK,  June,   1S64. 
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TOWN    OF    BERKELEY 


Chapter  I. 


T  li  E    T  O  W  N. 

"  RiKKEi.KV,  whose  fair  >cat  \\x\\\  been  laiiunii  long," 
as  Drayton  in  liis  **  I'olyolhion  "  h.itli  it,  i.^  an  ancicnc 
Borough  and  Market-town  in  the  hundred  of  Ucrkele\', 
Gloucestershire,  but  send^   no   rr.einber   to  Parliament. 

}    It  is  the  largest  parish  in  the  county,  and  gives  name 
to  the  greatest  division,  for  taking  in  the  tithings  it  is 

I    twenty-four  miles  in  compass. 

There  are  seven  conbidcrable    hamlet.,  or   tithings, 
in  this  parish,  vi/.. : 

1.  The  Borough  of  Rerkeley. 

2.  Alkington,  which  contains  Swanley,  Woodford, 
I    Rugbagge,    Michael-wood    Chase,    Wick,    and    New- 
port. 

3.  Cradstonc,   now   called   Breadstonc,   whicli   gave 
name  to  a  family  who  were  the  ancient  lords  of  it. 

4.  Hinton,  anciently  c.illed  Seven-Hanger,  and  part 

of  Hal  more. 

\ 
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5.  Flanifallow,  in  whicli  arc  Man.scI,  aiiJ  part  of 
Ilalmorc. 

6.  Ham,  in  which  arc  Chipton,  Hcvirii^ion,  Wiutlcy 
Park,  Pcddington,  and  New  Park. 

7.  Stone,  which  ha^  a  Chapel  deJicateJ  to  All 
Sainrs. 

The  town  is  sixteen  miles  souiluvarJ  Irom  Glou- 
cester, live  westward  from  Durslcy,  eight  northward 
from  Tlujrnbury,  and  one  eastward  from  the  river 
Severn,  with  which  there  is  a  navigable  connnunication 
by  means  of  a  narrow  channel  called  the  PiII. 

It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence,  and  is 
surrouikLd  by  rich  meadow  la!id>,  which  are  particu- 
larly noted  for  the  production  of  good  cheese. 

The  soil  is  composed  of  clay  and  rich  loam. 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  any  town  is  generally 
wortli  seeking  for,  as  it  will  often  thn.w  light  on  its 
early  history. 

licrki/ty,  in  the  Saxon  toni^ue  Bcorkcnl.iu^  and  after- 
wards Brrcht'/iii,  derives  its  name  from  IJerk,  signifying 
a  bcech-trec,  and  Lea  or  Ley,  which  signifies  a  pasture. 
The  beech-tree  grew  very  plentifully  here  in  former 
limes. 

Its  origin  is  unknown,  though  certainly  anterior  to 
the  Conquest,  at  wliicli  period  Walter  do  Mapcs 
says: — "Berkeley  ncerc  unto  Severn  is  a  townc  of 
500  pounds  rcvcnew.  In  it  there  was  a  Nunnery, 
and  the  Abbcssc  over  these  Nunncs  was  a  Noble 
woman  and  a  beautiful."  .'Ic. 
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The  founder  is  unknown,  but  tlie  account  of  its 
dissolution  is  remarkable,  and  the  Author  here  abbre- 
viates it  from  the  pages  of  Walter  de  Mapes  : —  | 

Godwin,  Earl  of  Kent,  tlie  famous  Thane,  wljose  i 
daughter  Editha  was  married  to  Edward  the  Contei:>or, 
was  a  deep  designing  man,  who  would  stop  at  no 
crime  which  prcMni^cd  to  increase  his  worldly  goods. 
This  ncjbleman  had  engrossed  all  power  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  had  possessed  himself 
of  many  great  estates,  lie  ca-^t  his  eye  upon  this  fruit- 
ful Manor,  and  being  a  man  most  deeply  pregnant 
in  devising  how  to  do  injury,  obtained  possession 
of  this  ph:ce  by  lca\in>^,  as  he  p.is.-^cil  this  way,  his 
Nephew,  a  beautiful  young  man  (pretending  that  he 
was  sickly)  in  the  Nunnery  here  until  he  returned  back, 
and  instructed  him  how  to  effect  its  dissolution.  By 
fair  speech  and  presents  this  youth  seduced  the  Abbess 
and  most  of  the  nuns,  and  informing  his  uncle  thereof, 
the  Earl  reports  this  conduct  to  the  King,  who,  finding 
all  that  was  told  him  to  be  true,  thrust  out  the  Nuns, 
destroyed  the  Nunnery,  and  gave  Berkeley  to  Godwin, 
who  settled  it  upon  his  wife  Gueda ;  but  she  refused 
to  cat  anything  that  came  out  of  this  Manor,  because 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Abbey ;  and  therefore  lie 
bought  Udeeestre  ( Woalchester)  for  her  maintenance 
while  she  lived  at  Berkeley,  as  is  thus  staled  in  Domes- 
day Book  :  "Earl  Godwin  bought  Udeeestre  of  A/or, 
and  gave  it  to  his  wife,  that  she  should  live  from  it  as 
long  as  slie  dwelt  at  Berchelai  ;    lor  he  was  unwilling 
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to  squander  away  any  pan  oi'  tliia  Manor  because 
of  tlic  destruction  of  the  Abbey." 

The  wickedness  of  this  Earl  Godwin  did  not  long 
prosper,  for  he  died  in  the  Easier  of  1053,  and  Jiis 
eldest  son,  Harold,  succeeded  to  his  territories  and 
command,  and  to  even  more  than  Cjodwin's  authority 
in  the  nation. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  an  account  of 
IJerkeley  in  Domesday  Book,*  where  it  is  styled  a 
royal  demesne,  and  is  thus  described  : — "  In  Berchelai 
King  Edward  had  fi\e  hides;  and  in  the  demesne  five 
ploughs;  and  twcnt}'  villanes  and  five  bordars  with 
ele\  en  ploughs,  and  nine  bi'iudmen  ;t  and  two  mill-  ot 
twelve  shilfums." 


•  Voiui/diiii  i;'.'(.A-.  Wl.en  King  Alfn-il  divide^l  his  kiny.ioin  iiilu 
C«)Uiitii'S,  Huiulreil.-,  ami  Tiiliiii^s,  he  lia<l  iiu  Iiiquisiiiuii  ijikcii  of  the 
Btiveial  distiictd  and  digested  iiitu  a  Uegiaier  called  Dutn-boc,  i.e.  the 
judiciiil  or  judKiiifUt  book,  rci^osited  in  the  churrh  of  U'iucl.isttr,  and 
ihf.'iice  entitled  Uodex  Wiutunlensm,  to  which  King  Kdwiird,  Sen.  eeeiiis 
to  refer  in  the  lirbt  chapter  of  liia  luwb. 

The  g  ntral  survey  lukin  by  King  William  tho  Comiucror  was  after 
tho  precedent  of  King  Allred,  iir.d  seems  but  a  corruption  of.  or  rnilier 
an  addition  to,  the  humc  name,  Doui-boc  into  Duniusduy-buok.  And 
therefore  a  trilling  derivation  to  impute  the  naino  to  Duin,i<  iJci,  a&  if  bo 
called  from  the  church  wherein  it  waa  lir«t  repobitid  Nor  is  it  any 
wiser  conjecture  to  ancribu  it  to  Jhio.HMltiy,  or  the  linal  day  of  Judgmuut. 
When  the  appellation  doed  leully  imply  no  more  than  the  Dooni-buok,  or 
register  from  which  t«entiince  and  judgment  might  bu  ^;i\i-n  in  thu  tennru 
ofeBtateu:  whence  by  Latin  wrilem  commonly  called  Ltlxr  JitdkiidU. 

t  Hondmen,  peih.tps  houMehuld  bondmen,  a»  distinct  fioiu  thu  VilluhPv, 
who  wero  the  agricultural  bonduicn,  and  bad  lunds  and  hou8Ca  a^!llf;ned 
to  thcin. 

The  Uordars  wero  Cottagers,  from  Iho  Anglo-Saxon  H»r^t,  r  cottage. 
They  are  supported  to  have  been  in  uoi  to  aervile  a  condition  aa  tbe 
others. 
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"  There  arc  ten  nidchcnisircs,  having  seven  hkics, 
and  seven  plouglis. 

"  There  is  a  Market  Place  (Foriwn)  in  wluch  seven- 
teen vassals  dwell,  and  they  pay  tax  according  to  the 
rent  [reddunt  census  in  jirma)^ 

Thus  at  this  period  King  Edward  held  1,440  acres, 
thirty-four  tenants,  and  two  millj  for  Jiis  own  use. 

Ten  Irecnien  held  1,400  acres;  and  seventeen  free- 
men resided  in  the  town. 

According  to  Domesday  tlic  following  Jiamlets  he- 
longed  to  Berchelai : — 

JiAMLrrS.  HlUtS.  ACIU.. 

In  Hill 4 ^H3 

,,    Alkintou  .  .  .  .  4 640 

„    llmtan       .  .  .  .  4 64 j 

„   C.un 17  2720 

,,   tlossington  .  .  4 640 

„   Durslcy      . .  .  .  3 480 

„   Covs  ley      .  .  ,  .  4 640 

„    Ulcy           .  ,  . .  2 320 

„   N'impsheKl  .  .  3  4S0 

„   WottKii      ..  ..IS  ^"d    -<   J   \irb''*t^"  2420 

„   Sinumdihall  .  .  o^ So 

„    Kingtcotc  ..  .  .  4i 720 

„    DcvcrstDnc  ..10 1600 

„   Ozlfworlh  .  .  q\ So 

„   AlmonJibury  . .  2 320 

„    Horhcld     .  .  ..  t liSj 

,,   Wciton      ..  ..  7  an'l    I    virgatc      ..  1160 

,,    hlbcrton    .  .  .  .  5 Soo 

,,   Cromhall  ..  ..  2 320 

„   Ailingham  ..  9 M4<^ 

,,   Aihclworth  .  .  3  4jiO 

II I  J     an  J    \\    virgatc    17900 
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It  must  be  observed  lierc,  that  tlic  Domesday 
Record  only  specified  lands  under  arable  cultivation  ; 
meadows  and  pastures  being  then  lield  in  common,  and 
not  reckoned.  The  above  hamlets  are  therefore  esti- 
mated far  below  their  contents. 

In  these  there  were,  in  King  Edward's   time,  1,960 

acres   (49. \    plough    tillages)    held    in    the    king's   own 

hands;    and  5,040  acres  (126  plough  tillages)  held   by 

242  farmers,  and  142  cottagers,  paying  services  instead 

of  rent,  and  rendering  poultry,  eggs,  Sec. 

;        There  were  127  serfs,  living  at  the  discretion  of  the 

'    lord.    Nineteen  freemen  held  1,920  acres.    There  were 

twenty-two   soccage  tcnani.^,  and   lii'teen    female   serfs, 

j    depeiulent  entirely  upon  the  loid. 

I        There  were  eight  mills  at  rather  more   than  seven 
■    shillings  a  year  rent  each. 

I        This  information  presents  a  vast  fund  for  the  invcsti- 
I   gation  of  the  Antiquary,  and  even  the  non-calculating 
I    mind  cannot  fail  to  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  this  im-    j 
I    mense  Manor.* 

I  On  the  death  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Jan.  5th, 
I  1065,  Harold,  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  Earl  Godwin, 
I  was  proclaimed  king,  but  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
I  Hastings,  October  14th,  1066,  when  Wilham  the 
j  Conqueror  obtained  the  victory,  and  became  king  of 
England. 

*  Agriculture  at  that  early  period  was  an  oniployraent  for  mere  niaiii- 
teiiance— not  as  at  preiont,  for  tlio  exciciao  of  tcienco  and  tlie  invoBt- 
munt  of  cai>ital. 
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William  now  bestows  the  Manor  of  Berkele)'  upon  i 

Roger,  Lord  of  Dursley  and  of  its  castle,  who  there-  ' 

upon  takes  tlie  name  of  Roger  dc  Berkeley.    Thi:>  Roger  ' 

was    a    great    benefactor    to    the    priory    of    Stanley  j 

j    St.    Leonards,    and    in    1091    became    a    shorn    monk  ! 

i    therein.     Having  no  issue,  this  Manor  descended  to  his  j 

j    Nephew    and    heir    William    de    Berkeley,    Lord     of  j 

'    Dursley,  and   founder  of  the  Abbey  of  Kingswood  in  ' 

!   >.39.'  i 

j        He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  Roger   j 

I    de  Berkeley,  Lord  of  Dursley.     This   Roger  held   his    | 

!    lands  ///  cdpite^  at  a  yearly  rent   of  /'500.  17s.  2d.  to    j 

i    the  Crown.    He  was  deprived  of  his  Manors  of  Dursley    \ 

\   and   Berkeley    for    taking    part    with    Stephen    against 

,    Henry   II.;    but  King  Henry   being  intreated   by    the 

Lords  of  his  realm,  restored   the  Barony  and  Manor  of 

Dursley  to  him  for  his  own  inheritance  ;    and  gave  the 

Barony  and  Manor  of  Berkeley  to  Robert  Fitzharding, 

the  son  of  Harding,  the  King  of  Denmark's  son,  for  his 

eminent  services  and  fidelity.    This  extensive  Manor  is 

still  vested   in  his   posterit)',  the  present  noble  Baron 

Fitzhardinge  being  descended  from  him.     Before  taking 

leave,  for  the  present,  of  this  Barony  and  Manor,  the 

author  would  observe,  that  they  were  alienated  to  King 

Henry  Nil.  and  his  heirs  male,  by  William  Berkeley, 

seventh  Lord,  and  Marquess  of  Berkeley  ;  but  upon  the 

death    of   King    Edward   VL,   the    last    heir   male   of 

Henry  VIL,  Henry  Berkeley,  twelfth  Lord   by   right, 

succeeded  as    heir   to  the  se\enth    Lord    to    Berkeley 
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Castle  and  lands,  and  thus  recovered  the  ancient- honor 
and  precedency  of  the  family. 

"'Describe  the  Borough,' — though  our  idle  tribe 
May  love  description,  can  we  so  describe, 
That  you  shall  fairly  streets  and  buildings  trace, 
And  all  that  gives  distinction  to  a  place  ?" 

Crahhe.    "TJie  Borough,"  Letter  I. 

Though  the  town  may  in  general  be  considered  as 
irregularly  built,  yet  there  are  a  l"e^v  good  houses  in  it ; 
it  consists  of  these  streets,— High  Street,  Salter  Street, 
Marybrook*  Street  alias  Madbrook  Street,  and  Canon- 
bury  street  alias  Spurryers  Street,  and  the  Stock  Lane. 
It  was  ancicnily  di.^tin^uishjd  b}'  monumcnis  of 
antiquity,  vi/.. ; — On  the  rigltt  of  the  road,  entering 
the  town  from  Gloucester,  stood  Longbridge  Hospital, 
founded  by  the  first  Maurice  de  Berkeley,!  long  since 
gone  to  ruins,  and  of  which  there  are  no  traces  left. 
The  site  is  now  green  meadows:  "Ipsa^  pericrc  ruinx." 
At  the  junction  of  the  lour  streets  stood  the  Market 
Cross,  and  in  High  Street  there  was  a  cross  opposite 
the  west  window  of  the  church,  of  which  not  a  trace 
is  left ;  near  Lockfast  Bridge  was  an  ancient  water 
mill,  spoken  oi'in  Domesday  and  also  mentioned  in  the 
twelfth  century,  where  the  corn  of  the  castle  was 
ground  :  in  Salter  Street,  near  the  Market  Cross,  stood 
the    old    Market  House,  a    very  ancient    and    curious 

*  St.  Mary's  l$rook  was  a  reputed  mineral  spriug,  much  valued  by  the 
ancient  inliabituiit». 

t  In  tliu  reign  of  King  Henry  II. 
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building,  forming  an  archway  over  the  causeway,  and 
extending  into  the  street.  It  was  pulled  down  rather 
more  than  sixty-eight  years  ago. 

There  were  several  antique  houses  in   the  Market 
Place,  but  these  are  long  since  decayed. 

A  few  mean  specimens,  however,  of  ancient  archi- 
j    tccture  still  remain  in  the  town,  but  most  of  the  old 
houses  have  been  re-fronted  and  repaired  either  during- 
{    the  last  century  or  recently. 

j        Berkeley  is  an  ancient  Corporate   town,    being   in- 

j    corporated   by  prescription  from  the   Earls  of  Berkeley 

j    by    the    style    of  *'  the    Burgesses  and    Merchants   of 

!    Berkeley,  their   heirs  and  assigns,"  about   the  20th,  and 

again    in    the   46ch   ot    Henry    III.     It   is    under   the 

government  of  a  Mayor  (who  is  only  titular,  and  is 

sworn  at  the  Court-Leet  of  the  Earl  of  Berkeley),  and 

twelve  Aldermen   who  have  been  Mayors ;  but  their 

privilege   is  merely   nominal,   though    the  forms   of  a 

Corporation  are  continued   to  this  day.      It  never  sent 

any  Member   to  Parliament.     Leland,  who  wrote  in 

1520,  says  of  it — 

"The  Towne  of  Berkeley  is  no  great  thinge,  but  it 
standythe  well,  and  in  a  very  good  soyle. 

"  It  hathe  very  muche  occupied,  and  yet  somewhat 
do  the.  Clothing. 

"  The  Churche  stondithe  on  an  Hille  at  the  South 
Ende  of  the  Towne. 

"  And  the  Castle  stondithe  at  the  South  West  ende 
of  the  Churche. 
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j        "It  is  no  great  thinge. 

I        "  Divers  Towrcs  be  in  the  compase  of  it. 

I        "  TJie  Warde  of  tlie  fn-st  Gate  is  mitely  strongc,  and 

I    a  Bridge  over  a  Dyche  to  it.     Tlicre  is  a  Sqwarc  Don- 

j    geon  Towrc  in  the  Castle,  sed  non  stat  in  mole  cgcstw 

j    1 1'rr^r. 

j        "  Tlicrc   longc  to  Berkeley  four  Parks,  two  Chases. 

j    Oke]y    Parke,    hard     by.       Whitwike.       New    Parke. 

I    Hawlle  Parke.       Miche  Wood  Chase."  ^■ 

t        However    aflairs    may    liave   gone   of  old,    the    in- 

I    habitants  may  be  said  at  this  day   to  have  nomrn  si?ic 

:    re,  and  may  rather  boast  of  the  glories  of  the  ieudal 

'  ages  than  pride  themsehes  on  having  an\'  present 
numicijial  .>/,////..■. 

I  At  a  short  distance  Jrom  the  town  Hows  the  little 
river  Avon,  on  the  banks  of  which  dm-iiig  the  summer 
months  many  a  juvenile  Izaak  Walton  may  generallv 
be  seen  ;    it  soon  enters  the  Pill,  and  licnce  into  the 

I   Severn. 

!  The  little  Avon  takes  its  rise  at  Boxwell,  a  parish 
above  Wotton-under-Edge,  nearly  nine  iniles  up  the 
country  ;  this  village  derives  its  name  from  a  large 
Box-tree  wood,  where  is  a  well  which  sends  out  this 
stream. 

There  was  not  any  Fair  here  until  TJiomas  Lord 
Berkeley,  fourth  of  that  name,  obtained  a  grant  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  King  Richard  II.,  1394,  to  have  one 
held  yearly  on  the  vigil  and   the  day  of  the  Invemiun 

»  Leland's  I  tin.,  v.  7,  \>.  00". 
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of  Holy  Cross,  called  Holy  Rood  Day  (May  3rd).    This 

Fair  continues  to  this  day,  but  since  the  new  style  of 

chronology  was  introduced  into  Great  llritain  (1752), 
■  it  has  been  held  on  the  14th.*  There  ib  also  anoiher 
I    Annual  Fair,  held  the  second  Monday  in  December  ;  it 

was.  instituted  about  t\venty-five  years  ago  by  the  late 
I  Mr.  Alfred  Pearce,  Wine  and  Spirit  Merchani,  of  this 
''    town. 

And   there   is  an   Annual   Market,  called   the  Great 

Market,  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  Nmeniber. 

A   Monthly  Market   was   established   Feliruary  2nd, 

1859,  for  Cattle,  Cheese,  Sec;  on  which  occasion 
I  ninetN'  gentlemen  and  tarmers  ^at  down  to  J.ir.ner  at 
!    the   Berkeley    Arms   Hotel,    Colonel    Berkele> ,    M.P., 

Chairman. 

Population. 

The   following  is  an   extract   from    the    Population 

Tables  :— 

Borough  of  Berkeley. 
1801     iSii    1821     1831     1S41     1S51      1861 


Total  .  . 

.  .   65S 

616 

S38 

901 

926 

949 

1012 

Males  .  . 

•  •   330 

296 

3  SO 

4^3 

412 

4-4 

465 

Thii  Canal. 
The  Gloucester  and  Berkeley  Canal  was  commenced 
in  the  year  1794,  and  completed  in  1827,  at  a  cost  of 

•  Tho  earlier  Lords  of  Berkeley  would  not  linvo  Faira  held  in  the  town, 
being  unwilling  that  a  multitude  of  people  should  be  u?.^eml)led  60  near 
their  Castle,  and  thus  endanger  a  Miupri.se  from  the  enemy  in  those 
a;j:itated  times.  Thoy  purchased  charters  for  Fairs  to  be  held  at  Wotton, 
Dur.iley,  Newport,  and  Cambridge,  in  this  hundred  of  Uerkeloy. 
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^500,000.  It  begins  in  the  Severn  at  Sharpness 
Point,  about  three  miles  north  of  Berkeley,  and  termi- 
nates at  Gloucester  in  spacious  docks,  the  distance 
being  only  sixteen  and  a  half  miles. 

Vessels  of  eight  hundred  tons  burden  arc  enabled  to 
reach  Gloucester  by  this  canal,  whereas  by  the  Severn 
the  distance  is  about  thirty  miles  with  a  dllhcult  and 
hazardous  navigation. 

The  Dissenters. 

The  Dissenters  from  the  strict  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  England  form  collectively  in  this  to\vn  a 
small  portion  of  the  ctMnmunity,  and  two  Chapels  have 
been  erecied  by  them. 

The  denominations  are  Wesleyans  and  Independents. 
The  former,  having  formed  themselves  into  a  congre- 
gation, built  a  Chapel  on  Canonbury  Hill,  in  the  year 
1805;  and  the  latter  erected  their  Chapel  in  Salter 
Street,  in  the  year  1835.  The  pew-rent  principle  is 
not  adopted  here,  either  in  support  of  the  Chapel  or 
Preacher;  but  voluntary  contributions  are  given  for 
those  purposes.  Sunday  schools  have  been  established 
in  connection  with  these  Chapels. 


.r-*>;.  ,>!5Mfesv  ,-«;■■>•,,  ^^_^ 


Chapter    II. 


THE-    CHURCH,    .^^ 


Ik  a  country  town   the  Church   is   gcncraDy  the   first    ' 
attraction  for  a  stranger.     Even   to  those  who  are  not 
Antiquarians,  the  examination  of  such  cditiees  is  al\\a\s    | 
pleasant    and   gratitying,   especially   when    ihe   mind   is    i 
impressed  with   the  hict  that  they  were  raised  bv  the 
labours  of  our  forefathers.      Our  ancient  churches  have 
received  a  greater  share   of  the    munificence,    talents, 
and   labours  of  our  forefathers  than  most  other   build- 
ings.    In  them  we  lind  such  testimonies  of  piety,  such    i 
traces  of  simple  trustfulness,  -such  hopefulness : — 

"  Tlic  place  is  piulfied  with  hope, 
The  hope  that  is  of  prayer; 
And  Jiurtian  love,  and  lieavenvvard  thouijht, 

And  pious  tailh  are  tficre."  I 

According  to  the  "  Cartularium  de  Reading,"  the  j 
church  of  Berkeley,  with  the  Jhebend  annexed,  and  \ 
the  Prebend  of  the   Nuns,  was  eiven    by  Adelida,  the 
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Queen  and   second  wife  of  Henry  1.,  lo  the  Monks  of 
Reading. 

Dugdalc,  in  his  "  Munusdcon,"  says  ; — "This  dona- 
tion was  further  confirmed  by  the  Empress  Maude," 
daughter  of  tlie  said  King  Henry  I.  And  in  the 
Manuscripts  of  Dr.  Parsons,  at  Oxford,  it  is  said,  that 
"  There  was  an  ancient  cliurch,  dedicated  to  our 
Saviour  and  His  Saints,  upon  wliose  wall  was  written 
the  Apocalypse  in  Latin.  It  was  joined  to  the  old 
tower."  Upon  the  alienation  of  the  Advo\vson,  an 
agreement  was  made,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  II., 
between  the  Canons  of  St.  Augustine,  Bristol,  and  the 
Monks  of  Reading,  concerning  the  church  of  Berkeley, 
tt)  which  [here  were  .subordinate  chapels,  b;.  pa\ing  t(; 
the  latter  twent)'  majks.  Thus  we  see  that  there 
formerly  stood  in  the  chtirchyard  a  tower,  to  wifich  a 
church  was  joined  ;  and,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  this 
old  church  was  not  so  much  a  Parochial  as  a  Collegiate 
or  Prcbendal  church.  The  Abbeys,  by  means  of  the 
Pope,  having  quashed  this  Collegiate  chin-ch,  Robert 
Fitzharding  proceeded  to  erect  the  present  cilifice,  at 
some  distance  from  the  other,  which  accounts  for  the 
estrangement  of  the  tower.  Smyth  says,  "  The  Cluirch 
and  Advowson  of  this  Parish  with  its  Chapels  was,  by 
Robert,  the  sonne  of  Harding,  the  first  Lord  Berkeley, 
in  the  time  of  Kinge  Henry  Seconde,  given  amongst 
I  others  to  the  Monastery  of  St.  Augustine,  Bristol,  at 
I  his  first  foundation  thereof;  which  the  Abbots  of  the 
I    Convent  shortly  after  fbtmd  means,  with  the  Bishop  oi 
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Worcester,  and  an  Incumbent  of  iheir  o\\  n  present-  i 
inge,  to  appropriate  with  others."  And  again  lie  says,  j 
"The  appropriation  of  the  Church,  as  also  tlie  Vicar-  i 
I  idge,  which  it  presented  to,  belongs  (as  in  Mr.  Sni)'th's  , 
time  it  did)  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Bri.^Kj],  of  | 
newe  erected  in  38  Henry  VIIL,  of  which  church  j 
the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  was  the  tutelar)-  Saint,  to  ! 
whom  the  same  was  dedicated."  j 

The  Records  in   the  Tower  of  London   show,  that    ' 
"  the  Lords  of  the  Manor  anciently  used  to  pay  Peter's    ■ 
pence*  to  the    Bishop  of  Worcester,    16s.  ^d.  vearlv,    ' 
I    and    hce    the    same    to   the   Bishop   of  Rome ;   which, 
I    being  unpaid  for  certaine  yeares,  by  reason  their  landi 
came  into  the  hands  oi  Edward  IL,  on  account  of  the    1 
rebellion  ot   JVIaurice  Lord   Berkelc)',    the   Bishop   was 
restored    to  have  them  paid  unto  him,  as  anciently  he 
had." — C/dus.  16  E(kcii}'d  IL  ?n.  22.  F. 

The  Rectory,  after  the  Dissolution  of  Monasteries, 
formed  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  Chapter  of 
Bristol,  but  "  was  sold  during  the  grand  rebellion." — 
H^r/.  MS.  S013.  ' 

At  the  Restoration  it  reverted  to  the  Chapter,  in 
whom  it  still  remains.  I 

Bigland  says,  page  153  : — "  The  Benefice  is  a  Vicar-    I 
age,  in  the  presentation  of  the  Earl   ot"  Berkele)',  the    [ 

•  Peter's  pence  were  alms  which  the  Kings  of  Fng'auil  had  very  long     I 
been  accustomed  to  pay  to  the  Suo  of  Home  ;  but  in  l.';J3,  it  was  enacted 
that   this  impo.^itiuu  should  be  lUuic  .iway  with. — .Itt  '2.j  lUnnj   Vlll., 
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Chapter  of  Bristol  having  alienated  their  right,  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  to  George  first  Earl  of  Berkeley,  in 
consideration  of  an  exchange  of  the  Advowsons  of 
Berkeley  and  Hinton  for  that  of  Sutton  Bonnington, 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham.  But  the  i,"!propy'uiti'.?i* 
is  retained  b)'  them." 

The  Benefice  is  a  Vicarage,  in  the  Deanery  of 
Dursley,  of  which  tlic-  Earl  of  Berkeley  is  I^itron, 
valued  ?iozu  at  j/^750  a-year.  The  Rectorial  tithe, 
amoiknting  to  ^1,735  a-year  and  upwards,  goes  to  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Bristol,  or  their  Lessees. 

The  Rev.  John  Seton-Karr  was  presented  to  the 
Benefice  in  1839,  I  \'  the  Right  Honour.iMe  Baron 
Segrave,  afterwards  V:.\\]  Fit/.hardingc ;  but  the  Earl 
of  Berkeley  was  tbc?i,  and  is  ?iozv,  the  Patron. 

The  Church,  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
is  a  large  and  handsome  structure,  consisting  of  a  nave, 
two  aisles,  and  a  chancel. 

It  is  considered  by  Antiquarians  to  be  by  far  the 
finest  in  its  own  neighbourhood. 

It  was  new  pewed  in  the  year  1732. 

The  style  of  architecture  is  the  early  English,  very 
pure  and  good  ;  and  if  Robert  Fitzharding  were  the 
foundei    of  the  present  church,  it  is  evident  that   the 


«  At  tbe  dissolution  of  Moiiastirics,  A.u.  ]o37,  ctiliiiii  I^iviiigs  were 
disposed  of  to  the  best  liiddtTfl,  or  to  the  grt-aUal  fuvounle.-',  and  bo 
became  Lay  pioju  rty  ;  these  are  c  ilK-d  Iiiijtroiiriutioiis.  Aj'jirtij/ruilious 
are  such  as  were  aj. pointed  to  tbe  creeling  or  uujinieiiliMjj  of  some 
IJishopric,  Deanery,  or  religious  fouiidaiiou. 
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wIkjIc  buikling  must  have  been  rccoiiitructcd  froiii  its 
first  torni,  by  gradual  reparations. 

A  movement  for  the  repairs  and  rebtoration  of  the 
church  i".  >:'.:o  in  progress,  and  about  ^1,400  have 
ah-eady  been  subscribed  ;  but  j^  1,000  more  arc  wanted. 

The  building  is  so  completely  plastered  and  white- 
washed within  and  witlioat,  that  the  masonry  is  hid. 

The  Autlioj-  must,  tiiercfore,  confine  liimself  to  the 
present  appearance  and  architectural  character  of  th.e 
difice. 


\\^~3T  Fro.nt. 


£xf,r >:.://). — Tliis  uoorway  is  set  in  a  gable,  be- 
tween two  blank  pointed  arches,  am.!  has  a  very  obtuse 
arch  elaborately  foliated  and  resting  on  detached  shafts 
with  flowered  capitals, 

ft  is  low— doorways  being  intentionally  made  /ozv, 
in  order  to  teach  humility. 

This  end  is  flanked  by  two  large  buttresses,  the 
northernt  one  having  a  staircase  somewhat  curiously 
attached,  the  southern  one  was  a  few  years  ago  \ery 
feebly  repaired. 

These  terminations  to  the  northern  and  southern 
aisles  are  mere  botches,  and  imderwent  repairs  in  the 
year  181 8;  had  towers  been  built,  the  terminatii)n 
would  have  been  of  the  most  striking  character. 

The  window  above  is  a  quintuplet  oi"  live  round- 
headed  lancets  tiefoijed,  with  banded  sliaftsand  lloriated 
capitals  to  eacli. 
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wIkjIc  building  nuist  have  been  leconstractcd  from  iis 
first  form,  by  gradual  reparations. 

A  movement  for  the  repairs  and  rebtoration  of"  the 
church  is  WjZo  in  progress,  and  about  ^1,400  have 
already  been  subscribed  ;  but  j{^  1,000  more  arc  wanted. 

The  building  is  so  completely  plastered  and  white- 
washed within  and  without,  that  the  masonry  is  hid. 

The  Authoi-  must,  therefore,  confine  himself"  to  the 
I  present  appearance  and  architeetural  character  of"  ilie 
'edifice. 


W'f/r  Front. 

Ex*rr.'.\://y. — Tliis  doorway  is  set  in  a  gable,  be- 
t\veen  two  blank  pointed  arches,  and  has  a  very  obtuse 
arch  elaborately  foliated  and  resting  on  detached  shafts 
with  fiowered  capitals. 

It  is  low— doorways  being  intentionally  made  /o:0y 
I    in  order  to  teach  humility. 

This  end  is  flanked  by  two  large  buttresses,  the 
northern*'  one  having  a  staircase  somewhat  curiously 
attached,  the  southern  one  was  a  few  years  ago  \ery 
f"eebly  repaired. 

These  terminations  to  the  northern  and  southern 
aisles  are  mere  botches,  and  underwent  repairs  in  the 
year  1818;  had  towers  been  built,  the  termination 
would  have  been  of  the  most  striking  character. 

Tile  window  above  is  a  quintuplet  oi"  five  round- 
headed  lancets  trefoiled,  with  banded  shafts  and  floriated 
capitals  to  each. 


i8 
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They    increase   in  height   towards    the    centre,    and 

there   is    also    a    correspondent    increase    in    point    of 

width.       The  roof-pitch   of   the    nave    lias    c\'idcnily 

been  lowered. 

These  portions  are  early  English. 

internall'^. — The   doorway   has    a    segmental    head, 

having   a  label   and   a    moulded  jamb,   and  is  flanked 

by  a  blank  pointed  arch  on  each   side,  answering    to 

those  of  the  exterior. 

j        In  each  arch  there  is  a  tablet,  one  to  the  memory  of 

Sidney,  the  other  to  that  of  Joyner-Ellis. 

I        The  quintuplet  window  abo\'e  assumes  -internally  the 

j    form  ol'  one   large  win.Iow  ,  the   wlu'le   b.-ing  grouped 

j    under  a   bold   semi-circulir   arch   rising  from  detaclied 

banded  shafts. 

The  effect  is  fine  and  imposing. 

In  the  year  1732  a  gallery  was  first  erected,  but  in 

1794.  the  present  one   was    built   instead   thereof,  and 

I    the  Organ  was  then  removed  thither   Irom  the  rood- 

i    screen  in  the  chancel :  thus  this  beautiful  window  and 
1 
doorway  are  partially  concealed. 

On   the  front  of  the    gallery  is   a  painting   of  St. 

Camellia.     She    was  a  Roman   lady,   and    lived    in   the 

year  of  our  Lord  225.     Tradition  relaies  that  she  was 

so  skilful  a  musician,  that  an  angel  who  \isited  her  was 

drawn  down  fVom  the  mansions  ol    the  blessed  by  the 

charms  of  her  melody;  to  which  circumstance  Dr\den 

alludes   in  the  conclusion  of  his  celebrated   "  C)de   to 

C:ecilia." 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  printed  bill  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  John  Croomc,  of  Berkeley,  who 
kindly  fivoured  the  Author  with  it:  — 

"  Btd-Jcy,  Sjturl.y,  0.: : her  8r/:,  I  7 9 1 . 
It  luiving  been  intimated  that  some  oi  the  subscribers  to  the 
Or^an  have  expressed  a  \vish  to  hear  the  Instrument  previous  to 
the  public  opening  of  it  on  Tuesday  next,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hupsman, 
considering  himself  particularly  obliged  to  them  fur  their  liberal 
contributions,  and.  ever  solicitous  to  obtain  and  to  preserve  the  good 
will  of  his  parishioners,  lias  given  the  Organist  sucJi  directions  for 
the  service  of  to-morrow,  botli  in  the  morning  and  evening,  as  he 
liopes  will  give  general  satisfaction. 

N.n.  — Should  this  notice  be  omitted  to  be  delivered  to  any 
subscriber,  it  is  requested  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  accident, 
not  of  neglect." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  entered  in  the 
book  for  the  Ty  thing  of  Alkington  ;— 

"  JVhlte  Hart,  Berkeley,  y^pril  lot/i,  1792. 

Sir,— I  am  requested  to  inform  you  that  the  Churchwardens 
and  Gentlemen  of  this  Parish  composing  this  meeting,  feel  them- 
selves infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  a-.Ist.;nce  of  your  pencil, 
which  contributes  so  much  to  adorn  the  front  of  tJie  Organ  Gallery. 
And  further  I  am  desired  to  say,  that  the  beauty  of  the  I'ainting 
receives  additional  ta.te  from  the  very  Jiandsome  manner  in  which 
you  have  presented  it. 

And  that  posterity  may  know  to  whom  they  arc  indebted,  I 
have  received  directions  to  record  the  same  in  the  paribh  bouks. 

In  the  name,  and  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  I  subsciibe 
myself,  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  and  obedient  Servant, 

loH.N    Cl.xrk." 
"To  Mr.  Edward  Pearce, 

Middlemills." 
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The    visitor    entering    the    church    at    the   western 
portal  finds  himself  in 

Ti-iK  Nave, 

which  is  spacious,  arcades  of  unusual  beauty  forming  a   ] 

view    termiriated   at   tiie   cast   end    b)    a   lofty   chancel    , 

arch  with  a  stone  roodscrcen  across   ic.      It   is  96   teet    1 

long  by  27  feet  3  inches  wide.     It  was  sli-htly  repaired    ' 

j    in  the  year  1834-5.  j 

i        The  nave  itself  is  early  English.  i 

I        There  are   seven  arches  (;n  each  side,  ot   the  most    ' 

perfect  proportion. 

The   mouldings    are   very    singular  ;    and    the    label    j 
terminations  are  all  heads,  with  ditlerenc  liead  dresses. 

The  twelve  clustered  pillars,  Avhich  stipport  these 
beautilul  arches,  ha\'e  many  peculiarities  ;  a  Ijloxam  or 
a  Scott  would  do  tliat  justice  to  them  wdiich  the  xAiuhor 
feels  liimself  unequal  to  do.  He  would,  iiowever,  ob- 
serve that  all  the  capitals,  except  one  of  these  pillars, 
are  similar,  being  floriated  ;  the  one  on  the  south  side, 
instead  of  lloriation,  has  a  mere  round  capital  with  nail- 
heads  set  at  distances  from  each  other.  The  label-termi- 
nation over  this  non-floriated  capital  has  the  grotesque 
device  of  a  frog  knocking  two  human  heads  together. 

Tlic  space  above  the  arches  is  unusually  high,  and 
the  north  side  liaving  no  clerestory  windows  is  most 
unpleasingly  bare. 

Even  on  ilie  south  side  the  clerestory  windows,  one 


I  ■  ■    '  ■     I'ltsroUV    ()!■     BtRKKI-.l:V.     ■  21 

I  over  ciicli  arch,  arc  very  short  and  br():Kl  roiind-lica.lcJ 
;  trefoil  hincets,  with  a  Jeep  but  not  wide  internal  iplav 
I  and  a  label  over.  They  want  both  height  and  wivlth 
I  for  the  space  which  they  occupy.  A  single  label  runs 
!    thrcKigh  the  whole  early  English  portion. 

The  roof  is  a   low-pitched  wtjoden  onj  of  Perpcn- 
!   dicular  date,  and  is  a  fair  piece  of  workm:ni:,hip.     Tlie 

corbels,   on    which   it    rests,    are   in    lorm   that   of  half 

a  capital,  supported  by  a  head. 

"In    the  great   high    wind  of  Nov.    26,  1703,  the 

overflow  of  the  Severn  beat  down  the  sca-wall,  where- 
I    by  tlic  waters  flowed  above  a  mile  o\'er  (jne  part  of  tlie 

parish,  and  did  great  daniagc  to  the  land,  it  carried 
I  aw.i)'  one  hou.-^e,  which,  w.is  bv  the  sca-shie,  .ind  a 
I  gentleman's  stable,  wherein  was  a  hor.>e,  into  the  next 
I    ground.     Twenty-six   sheets   of  lead   were    blown   off 

from   the   middle  aisle  ••"  of  the  church,  and   taken  up 

all  joined  together,  as  they  were  on  the  roof;  the  sheets 

weighing  three   hundred  and  a  lialf  one  with  another.'" 

— Rui/Jr/s  Gloucestershire,  p.  270. 

The  Aisles. 

Tiie  aisles,  though  of  less  beaut}'  and  importance 
than  the  other  part  of  the  church,  contain  two  or 
three  particulars  worth)-  of  notice. 

They  are  chiefly  of  the  Decorated  style,  and  each 
contains  si.x-  three-light  windows  of  simple  arch  tracery 
foliated,  of  the  same    kind    as   those   which-  terminate 
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tlicm  to  the  west.  That  on  the  nnrth  .side  is  shown 
to  be  oF  later  date  than  the  soiitli  ai.le  \,y  the  section 
of  its  label,  and  a  slight  difference  in  th'.-  tracery.  The 
north  aisle  has  no  string  courbC  beneath  k^  windows  ; 
the  south  has  a  roll  externally. 

The  ca:Jt  window  of  the  north  aiile  is  unusually 
small  and  very  high  up  in  the  wall,  evidently  to  a\oid 
interfering  with  the  vestry.  At  the  east  end  of"  the 
south  aisle  there  are  the  remains  of"  some  decorated 
Scdilia,  under  a  square-headed  arch  ;  these  arc  coeval 
with  the  aisle.  The  window  above  them  lx;ing  short- 
ened, and  the  external  string  course  being  lowered  in 

[    proportion,  arc  proof's  uf  this. 

I  The  roof"s  of  these  aisles  arc  of"  the  ^ame  character 
as    that    of  the   na\e.      These  aisles   are   each   96  feet 

I   long,  the  south  one  is  16 J-  feet  wide,  but  the  north  is 

■    only  I  5  feet  wide. 

j        The  south  entrance  is  a  good  specimen  of  Norman, 

!    but  of  a  peculiar  kind. 

I  It  is  a  square-headed  doorway  with  an  arch  over  it, 
and  a  heavy  roll  moulding  going  round  the  opening. 
The  mouldings  approach  to  the  early  English,  but  the 
capitals  are  of  a  local  character. 

Over  this  door  is  a  beautiful  little  round  window  of 
geometrical  and  wheel  tracery. 

Round  windows  arc  a  Gloucestershire  localism,  and 
are  very  common  in  churches  in  this  county. 

The  buttresses  on  this  south  side  are  a  tall  and  bold 
range  without  set-oils. 
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The  north  entrance  is  through  a  hirgc  porcli,  wliicli 
was  restored  in  the  year  l8io,  the  upper  part  of 
vvliich  is  a  modern  parapet  of"  the  Perpenclicuhir  style  ; 
the  lower  portion,  including  the  two  doorways,  is  the 
Decorated. 

.  The  arch  over  the  outer  door  is  of  the  Ogee  fbnn, 
with  mouldings  and. slender  plain  shafis  ;  the  inner  one 
is  plain,  with  wave  moulding. 

The  vaulting  is  cjuadripartite  of  the  jame  date,  from 
corbels  supported  by  heads. 

The  north  and  soutli  aisles  were  repaired  in  the  year 

1S34-5. 

The  church  is  less  rich  in  monumental  antiquities 
than  probably  would  Irave  been  the  case  if  it  liad  not 
been  a  frequent  custom  with  the  ancient  Lords  of  Berke- 
ley to  bury  in  their  own  foundation  of  St.  Augus- 
tine's, Bristol.  Still  the  array  is  curious  and  worthy  of  I 
notice.  j 

On  the  base  of  the  second  window  of  tlie  .^outh  aisle    j 
are  two  cumbent  figures,  with  a  lamb  couchant  at  the    ' 
feet  of  each  ;  and  on   the  sill  of  the  third  window  of  i 
this  aisle  there  is  a  cumbent  figure  similar  to,  though    ; 
longer  tlian,   tlie   other    two ;   these  do   not   exceed  a    I 
yard  in  length.     They  arc  called  by  Dr.  Parsons,  the 
children   of  Thomas  Lord   Berkeley,  viz.  : — Thomas, 
Maurice,   and    Edmund,   who    died    in    their    infancy. 
But  as  these  are  habited  as  females,  the  AutJior  begs 
leave   to  differ  from  this  gentleman,   and   should  say 
they  were  intended  for  Nuns. 
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Under  the  second  arch,  and  oppo^iic  the  alxAc 
figures,  on  an  altar-tomb,  arc  the  etligies  of  Thcmias 
Lord  Berkeley,  and  Catlicrinc,  his  second  wile,  sculp- 
tured in  wliite  marble.  Lord  Ijcrkelcy  is  represented 
in  the  armour  of  tlie  fourteenth  centurv,  cliargcd  witii 
the  family  Coat  of  Arms,  a  mitre  under  hi:,  liead,  and  a 
lion  couchant  at  his  feet ;  and  the  Lady  with  a  head- 
dress of  extraordinary  shape  and  size,  a  cudiion  under 
her  head,  supported  by  an  angel  on  each  side,  and 
a  dog  couchant  at  her  feet.  This  Lord  died  in  1360, 
before  which  time  the  Nobles  of  this  family  were 
buried  in  St.  Augustine's  Abbey,  Bristol.  Some  parts 
of  the  Lady's  co-.tume  are  worth}'  of 'notice.  0\er 
all  she  wears  a  mantle,  under  it  a  j-,v^'^(V/.V/',.v,v  or  .'.vvv;'..'/, 
surmoLUUed  by  a  corset,  then  newly  in\'ent^d,  and  an 
indication  of  her  rank,* 

On  the  wall  of  this  aisle  there  are  Tablets  to  the 
memories  of  the  families  of  Hicki^s  (emblav.oned  with 
Arms),  Jones,  Jenkins,  Raymond,  and  Hooi^er.  At  the 
west  end  of  this  aisle  there  is  a  very  ancient  square 
stone  Font,  for  immersion,   very  capacious,  and  lined 


*  Stvutt  says,  in  his  "Habits  of  tlie  People  of  Ensiland,"  page  37, 
"  Towards  the  conclusion  of  tlie  fourteenth  century  the  vonien  wore 
pleased  with  the  ap(  earance  of  aloni?  waist;  and  in  order  to  produce  that 
etloct,  they  invented  a  ttrange  dist;uiaenicnt,  called  a  Corse  or  Corsd." 
Again  he  say.---,  in  pai^e  370,  "  According-  to  the  Sunij)tu;try  Laws,  made  in 
the  fourth  year  of  Kin;^-  Edwaid  IV.,  no  woman  under  tlio  degree  of  a 
Kniyht's  wife  or  daughter  mif^ht  wear  urou'jht  6'"/^^(^^•."  And  by  anot!;er 
clause  in  the  siime  Act,  "  Corsds  worLol  trUli  (/old  were  i)rohibited  to  all 
women  under  the  rank  of  wife  or  dau!4:hler  to  a  Lord."  CVn.t  is  del  ivi:d 
from  the  French  C'oi-yjs,  a  body;  and  to  called  bucaiise  they  covon.d  the 
greater  part  of  the  body. 
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witli  lead.  It  is  sapporrcd  by  four  small  shafts  sur- 
rounding a  large  one  ;  a  form  of  the  highest  antiquity. 
It  is  enclosed  with  painted  oak  railings. 

A  sepulchral  brass  in  the  floor,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Font,  marks  the  resting-place  of  a  Romish  Priest. 

The  wall  of  the  north  aisle  is  occupied  by  tablets  of 
benefactions,  and  a  few  ilabs  to  some  of  the  pai 'uhioncrs. 

The  following  are  copies  of  Benefactions  :— 


First  Tablet. 

Mr.   John    Atwood  of  Berkeley   in    1626    gave    a    [ 
I    Meado^v  called  Longbridge  to  the  po  ir  ot"  tlie  Bovoii';;!!    I 
^-^i  Berkeley  of  :he  ye.i'rW  Valae  ot"/^ic.  i.>.  | 

Air.  Tho\l-\s  Machjn  of  this  parish  in  1630  gave  a    I 
ground    lying  near   a   meadow  called    Farbam  to  the 
poor  of  this  town  of  the  yearly  value  of  j/^3.  los. 

Mr.  John  Mallett  of  this  parish  in  1639  gave  a 
ground  lying  near  Prior's  Wood  three  llfth  parts  to  the 
poor  of  the  Ty  thing  of  Ham  and  two  lifih  parts  to  the 
poor  of  this  town  of  the  yearly  value  of  ^^7.  10s. 

The  Bridewell  House  of  Berkeley  and  a  house  called 
the  Town  House  were  gi\'en  by  an  uiiknozcn  Beue factor 
to  the  poor  of  this  town  and  iiavc  been  enjoyed  by 
them  time  immemorial  both  together  of  the  yearly 
value  of  £'] .    los. 

The  Tything  Barn  of  Ham  is  charged  with  a  pay- 
ment to  the  poor  of  this  town  yearlv  7s. 

John  Neiilt,Ch!(rihzvdrdcu,  1737. 
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Second  Tablet.  ; 

Mr.  Thomas  Baylev  of  this  parish  cliargcd  a  ground  I 
called  the  Stunnings  lying  in  Halmore  with  the  pay-  j 
ment  to  the  poor  of  this  town  yearly  1 5s.  and  to  the  j 
poor  of  the  Tything  of  Hinton  15s.  j 

Mr.  Richard  Everett  of  this  parish  gave  the  | 
interest  of  j^io  for  ever  to  be  paid  to  poor  liouse-  j 
keepers  of  the  Tything  of  Plam, 

Samuel  Thurner,  M.B.  of  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxon, 
in  1696  gave  lands  lying  part  in  the  parish  of  Thorn- 
bury  and  part  in  the  parish  of  Rockhampton  for  the 
teaching  26  boys  of  [hii  tow  n  to  read  and  write  \c.  of 
the  yearly  value  of  /,'l5.  5s. 

John  Smith,  A.M.  of  Magdalen  Coll.,  Oxon,  in 
1717  gave  a  sum  of  money  which  Avith  /40  given 
by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Countess  Dowager  of 
Berkeley  was  laid  out  in  lands  in  the  parish  of  Berkeley 
for  the  teaching  12  boys  three  of  this  town  and  three 
of  each  Tything  of  the  yearly  value  of  ^10.  los. 

JjhiiKi/ig,  Churchzviirdcn,  1737. 

Third  Tablet. 

Thomas  Hofton,  Esq.,  in  1718  charged  an  estate 
lying  in  the  parish  of  Littleton  upon  Severn  in  this 
county  with  the  yearly  payment  of  30s.  to  the  Minister 
of  Berkeley  and  his  successors  for  preaching  two  ser- 
mons one  on  Good  Friday  and  the  other  on  the  5th  of 
November  and   50s.  yearly  to   the  poor  of  this  town 
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and  the   three  Ty things   in   bread  on   the   two  afore- 
said days. 

Mrs.  Bridget  Vick  of  Berkeley  in  1724.  gave  a 
ground  called  the  Tyning  lying  in  the  Ty  thing  of 
Hinton*  the  profits  whereof  to  be  gi\'en  in  bread  to 
the  poor  of  the  town  and  three  Ty  things  on  the  23rd 
of  December  of  the  yearly  value  of  ,^4.  5s. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pearce  of  Wick  in  this  pari:.h  in  1728 
charged  an  estate  lying  in  Wick  aforesaid  with  the 
payment  of  12s.  every  Christmas  Day  to  six  poor  men 
of  the  Tything  of  Alkington  who  regularly  attend  the 
Church  and  Sacrament. 

y, ;'',';  Cr;.,;/';r',  Cl:ur<:b:c.:r\::>:,  1737. 


Fourth  Tablet. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bevan  of  Berkeley  in  1728  gave  in 
money  ^120  which  her  executor  Mr.  James  Bevan 
laid  out  in  lands  and  hath  charged  an  estate  called  the 
Actrees  lying  near  Berkeley  Heath  with  the  payment 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Mrs.  Bevan's  will 
of  j^3  per  annum  to  the  Minister  of  Berkeley  for  read- 
ing prayers  weekly  and  £t,  yearly  in  bread  to  the 
poor  of  the  town  and  three  Ty  things  on  the  23rd  ol  I 
December.  1 

James  Fords,  Churchzoardcn,  1737     j 


*  Tlio  word  llintou  ouulit  to  be  Ilamfdllow. 
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FiF'iH  Tablet. 


Richard  Tyler  late  of  the  City  of  IJristol  Gent 
pursuant  to  the  Will  of  his  brother  John  Tyler  Gent 
(both  natives  of  this  parish)  in  the  year  174.9  &''''^  ^^ 
estate  situate  in  the  Tything  of  Hinton  for  the  tbllow- 
ing  uses  as  appears  by  a  deed  enrolled  in  Chancery  in 
the  year  1750,  viz. — thirty  shillings  to  be  equally 
divided  between  the  clerk  and  the  sexton  of  the  parish 
Church  of  Berkeley  for  ringing  the  Bell  and  attending 
Divine  Service  as  hereinafter  directed.  The  remain- 
ing part  of  the  yearly  profits  to  be  divided  betw^een 
the  Miniiters  of  Bcrkele}',  Cam,"*  Wotton-under-edge, 
Cromhall,  Tonwortli,  Din^ley,  and  Tliornbui-y,  for 
reading  morning  prayer  and  preaching  seventeen  ser- 
mons annually  in  this  Chinch  on  the  following  days 
and  during  Lent  on  the  following  subjects : — 

1st — The  Lent  Fast. 

2nd — Atheism  and  Lifidelity. 

3rd— The  Cathohc  Church. 

4th — Excellency  oi' the  Church  of  England. 

5th — The  delence  of  the  Divinity  of  our  Saviour. 

6th — Baptism. 

7  th — Confirmation. 

8th — Confession  and  Absolution. 

9th — Errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
10th — hhithusiasm  and  Superstition. 
I  ith — Restitution. 


The  word  C.iin  ou>  ht  to  be  Slimbridt;'.!. 
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1 2th — Attending  Public  Worsliip. 

13th — Frequenting  the  Holy  Communion.  ! 

14th — Repentance.  i 

j        Sermons  on  the  first  sc\cn  subjects  to  be   preached    I 
I    in  the  first  year  beginning  on   Asli-Wedne^^day    1750    i 
I    and  on  the  remaining  other  seven  in  the  following' year    ' 
'    and  so  alternately  and   saccessively  lor  ever.      One  oi 
the  said  Sermons  to  be  preached  by  each  of  the  above- 
:    mentioned    Ministers    on    every    Wednesday    in    Lent 
lour  of  the  other  ten  by  the  Minister  of  Berkeley  and    j 
the  remaining   six  by  the   respective  Ministers  of  the 
other   Parishes    aforesaid    on    tlie    fir^^t    Wednesday    in 
e\cr)'   succeeding    month   within    the    ct-mpa:)S    o\'  the 
year." 

*  14  Seimons  to  bo  p.reaclied  in  Lent,  viz. : — 
7  one  year  beginning''  witti  1750, 
7  the  next  year,  and  so  on. 

14 

1  and  8  alternately  by  lierkeley ; 

2  and  9  alternately  by  Slimbridjio  ; 
And  so  on  for  over. 

Then,  i.e.,  after  Lent,  -i  Sermonis  by  tlic  Vicar  of  Efrkclej^  the  first 
Wedne.sday  in  the'  month. 

Then  one  Sermon  the  lirst  Wednesday  in  the  month  by  tlie  other  iix 
Clergy. 

Observe,  the  Lent  Sermons  will  occupy  the  lirst  Wedne&days  in  two 
of  the  montlis. 

7  Sermons  in  Lent,  two  of  which  will  occupy  tlie  Jirst  Weduts- 

days  in  two  months. 
4  by  the  Vicar  of  Berkeley. 
C  by  the  other  Clergy. 

17  Sermons  yearly. 
Each  Minister  receives  7ioic  thirty  thillinj^a  every  'WidiiCi^dny. 
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Sixth  Tablet. 

John  Harvey  Ollney  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
South  Gloucester  Militia  by  Will  dated  3rd  January 
1836  gave  to  the  town  of  Berkeley  the  sum  of  ;r300 
to  be  paid  in  six  months  after  the  decease  of  his  Wife 
and  to  be  then  invested  in  the  names  of  the  Vicar  and 
Churchwarden  the  interest  and  anniial  produce  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  Coals  and  Blankets  to  be 
distributed  at  Christmas  annually  to  such  poor  deserv- 
ing persons  in  Berkeley  as  the  Vicar  and  Churchwarden 
shall  select.  This  Legacy  became  payable  in  July  1  839 
and  was  then  invested  in  the  purchase  of /'324.  6s.  6d. 
three  per  cent,  consols  wliich  now  stand  in  the  ioint 
names  of 

Rc-z'.  John  Sctc?!-Kiirr,  ridir. 

Mr.  Timothy  Tratman,  Chnrchzvnrdeu. 

The  other  Tablets  are  to  the  memories  of  the  fami- 
lies of  Tratman,  Pope,  Pike,  Bayl^y,  Woollright,  Smith, 
Davidge,  Wiltshire,  Joyner,  Bailey,  and  Giles. 


The  Chancel. 

The  chancel  arch  before  alluded  to  is  remarkably 
lofty  and  very  obtuse,  like  that  at  the  west  end  ;  it  is 
probably  of  the  same  date  as  the  nave,  with  which  it 
responds  in  some  details. 

The  roodscreen  across  it  is  very  beautiful  in  design. 

It  is  of  stone,  its  style  Perpendicular,  with  tracery 


HISTORY    OF    BERKELEY 


31 


under   a   four-cenrrcd  arch,    the  spandrils  being  open. 
It  consists  of    three  compartments ;  the  lower  part  of 
the  side  ones  in  their  original  state  no  doubt  was  filled 
with  solid  panelling,  and  the  central  one  closed   with    ! 
low  doors  ;   but  all  this  has  been  removed.  j 

On  this  beautiful  screen  are  emljlazoned  23  Coats  of  | 
Arms,  being  the  different  alliances  of  the  noble  family  ! 
of  Berkeley.  , 

Upon  this  screen  the  present  organ  was  erected,  in 
the  year  1791,  but  was  removed  to  where  it  now  is  in    ' 
1794,  at  a  cost  of  _^io.  I 

The  usual  doorway  to  the  rood-loft  exists,  and  was    | 
approached  on  the   north  side  by  a  sraircai-e   turiet  in    1 
llie  north  aisle,  now  stopped  up.       The  windows  are 
irregular  and  of  various  kinds. 

On  the  north  side  is  a  small  lancet,  and  an  early 
Decorated  three-light  window. 

Below  this  last  there  are  Decorated  Sedilia,  under  a 
very  elaborate  and  pointed  arch. 

The  south  side  is  lighted  by  three  three-light  Per-  | 
pendicular  windows  ;  they  were  inserted  in  the  year  | 
1851,  in  the  place  of  three  others,  one  of  v/hich  was  a  j 
round  window. 

The  great  cast  window  is  a  large  Perpendicular  one 
of  nine  lights  under  a  four-centred  arch,  and  was 
inserted  in  the  year  1843,  in  the  place  of  one  of  seven 
lights,  and  which  matched  the  roodscreen.  The  roof 
is  of  the  same  character  as  that  of  the  nave. 

On  the  walls  there  are  tablets,  some  of  which  arc 
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emblazoned  with  Arms,  to  the  families  of  Jemier, 
Weston,  Pearce,  Hopton,  Gregory,  Smith,  Webb,  and 
Morgan. 

This  chancel  is  44  feet  long  and  25  \'.  ide. 
I        The  east  end  externally  has  diagonal  buttresses,  with 
small  pinnacles  on  the  set-offs,  and  an  open  pinnacle  on 
the  top  of  each  buttress. 

There  are  adjuncts  on  each  side  the  chancel,  a 
Vestry  to  the  north,  d  Sepulchral  Chapel  of  the 
Berkcleys   to  the  south. 

The  former  is  of  the  Decorated  period,  and  is  en- 
tered by  a  doorway  with  a  foliated  arch,  and  retains  a 
fair  piece  of   \\\)rkman>hip  in  an  anciLUi  d.(\!r.     It  has 
an   old    w  indow,  and   outside  there  is  a  grand  diagonal 
j    buttress. 

The  latter  is  the  Perpendicular  style,  and  rises  from 
I    clustered  shafts  with  roiuid  capitals  of  foliage. 


j        Bloxam    ]nentions    tliis    structure    in    his    "  Gothic 

I  Architecture." 

i        It   is   divided    into    two    parts,   and    is    approached 

,  internally  and  externally. 


Ceiling  of  the  Akte-Ch m-el. 

Centre  compartment  and  central  boss.     Female  Saint 
kneeling  in   prayer,  \vith  open  book  on  a  desk   before 
her ;  above  her,  and  eastward,  the  dove  as  cmbkin  of   1 
the  Holy  Spirit. 
i        The  Berkeley  knot  in  spandril  of  doorway.  1 
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In  the  Chapel. 

First  bay  of  the  groining,  lowermost  boss  over  the 
door,  upon  which  is  an  angel  holding  a  shield,  with  the 
garments  of  oar  Saviour  and  of  three  disciples. 

To  the  right,  a  monkey  holding  a  bottle.  Two 
cherubims  with  emblems  of  the  crucitixion  on  shields — 
viz.,  cross,  and  spear,  and  reed  ;  pillar  and  scourges. 

At  opposite  corners — Fox  in  pulpit  preaching  to 
geese,  and  shepherds  v/atching  their  flocks  by  night, 
with  an  angel  above. 

Four  angels  with  musical  instruments  around  central 
portion, 

CfV;//-.;/ — the  \'iri;in  with  hands  folded  in  prayer,  and 
surrounded  by  cherubs;  over  her  head,  an  angel  hokb 
ing  a  crown. 

Opposite  boss  to  that  on  which  is  the  garments  of 
our  Saviour,  another  angel  holding  shield,  wdth  hammer, 
nails,  and  crown  of  thorns.  Centrid  rib — God  the 
Father  with  the  fingers  uplifting  two  angels  holding  a 
riband,  on  which  are  the  words.  Pater  Nostcr. 

Below  this  to  the  south,  on  one  of  the  bosses,  is 
a  mermaid  ■with  looking-glass  and  comb. 


CoMPARrME:>T  nearest  Altar. 

Four  angels  with  scrolls,  but  no  inscription  to  three 
of  the  bosses.  Oar  Saviour  in  the  centre,  with  the 
side  pierced,  and  hands  uplifted,  surrounded  by  the 
emblems  of  the  lovu'  evangelists. 
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Four  bosses  around,  on  wiiich  are  a  lamb,  an  eagle, 
an  angel  holding  a  scroll,  and  a  beast  with  wings. 

Under  a  low  fretted  arch  is  an  altar-tomb  of  white 
jnarble,  upon  which  recline  two  figures  of  an  old*  and 
youngt  man.  in  armour;  the  Arms  of  Berkeley  on  the 
coats  of  mail,  collars  of  a  military  order  round  both  \ 
their  necks ;  the  mitre  J  under  their  heads,  and  a  lion 
couchant  under  their  feet.  ! 

The  Arms  on  the  chancel  side  are  charged  with 
^  Ji/e  of  three  Latnheaux,  lor  Lord  Thomas,  the  Grand- 
son. On  the  side  of  the  tomb  within  the  chapel,  are 
two  rows  of  compartments  of  tabernacle  woi'k,  contain- 
ing figures  of  Knights,  Ecclesiastics,  and  the  Berkeley 
Arms  enclosed  witlfm  tjuarirefoils.  This  monument 
was  erected  for  James,  the  sixth  Lord  Berkeley,  and 
Thomas  his  Grandson. 

On  another   altar-tomb  of   white  marble   are    two 
cumbent  figures;   the  man§  in  armour  with  the  mitre    | 
at  his  feet,  and  the  woman  in  a  court  dress  with  a  dog    ; 
couchant  at  her  feet,  and  a  cushion  under  the  head  of 
each.  ! 

There  are  several  marble  Tablets,  bearing  inscrip- 
tions and  arms  to  the  Berkeley  family. 

This  chapel  was  built  about  the  year  1450.  The 
exterior  is  richly  embellished  in  the  Gothic  style,  and 


*  James,  Lord  Berkeley,  died  October  22,  14G3. 

t  Lord  Thonias,  hie  Grandson. 

X  The  mitre  is  the  crest  of  the  II.'^I•din;^e^. 

§  llenry,  Lord  Berkeley,  died  Noveiuber  "26",  1C13, 
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has  a  very  rich  parapet  adorned  with  the  Tudor  flower,  ! 

not  pierced,  but  employed  as  a  sort  of  pannelling.  ' 

There  are  the  same  open   pinnacles  as   at  the  east  ! 

end,  but  of  a   richer   sort,  exhibiting  in    one  case  the  I 

figure  of  St.  George  subduing  the  Dragon.     '^I'he  win-  I 

dows  externally  have  Ogee  canopies.  I 

The  Author  having  now  completed  his  description  | 

of  Berkeley   Church,   it  may  not  be  uninteresting    to  I 

many  readers  to  know  something  about  St.  George  and  > 

the  Dragon.^  j 


•  This  Saint  suffered  martyrdom  for  the  sake  of  liis  religion,  a.d.  200. 

The  legend.^  relate  sevc-rai  btrange  stoiies  of  liiin,  whuh  are  .-ju  coiuiuun 
they  need  not  here  he  rohucd.  The  Author  will  only  give  a  tliort  account 
how  ho  came  to  he  :so  much  ostoiMned  in  England. 

When  Robert,  Duke  of  Nonuandj',  son  of  Williaai  the  Conqueror,  was 
fighting  against  the  Turks,  and  laying  sie^'e  to  the  famous  City  of  Antioch, 
which  was  expected  to  be  relieved  by  the  Saracens,  St.  George  appeared 
with  an  innumerable  army  coming  down  from  the  liills,  all  clad  in  white, 
with  a  red  cross  on  his  banner,  to  reinforce  the  Chrisiians;  this  eo  terri- 
fied the  Infidels,  that  they  fled,  and  left  the  Christians  in  possos.sion  of 
the  town. 

This  story  made  St.  George  extraordinarily  famous  in  those  times,  and 
to  be  esteemed  a  patron,  not  only  of  the  English,  but  of  Christianity 
itself.. 
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THE    CHURCHYARD. 

"How  miiny  a  bitter  word  'twould  hubli, 
How  many  a  p.ing  'twuuld  save, 
If  life  more  precious  held  tho^:e  ties 

Whicli  i.UKT'.fy  tlie  i;r.i\v." — Lamhin. 

Tul;  churcliyurd,  wlicrc  so  many  of 

"The  rude  forefathers  of  the  Jiamlet  bleep," 

is  a  large  piece  ot   ground,  and  dcnrely  crowded  with 
gravestones. 

Among  the  epitaplis  are  the  following  singular  ones: 


DEAN   SWIfT  S  INSCRIPTION  OX   THE  EARL  OF  SUKFCI.K  S  JESTER  :- 

"  Here  lies  the  Earl  of  Suffolk's  Fool, 
Men  called  liim  Dicky  Pearce  j 
His  folly  serv'd  to  make  folks  laugh, 
When  wit  and  mirth  were  scarce. 
Poor  Dick,  alas !  is  dead  and  gone  5 
What  signifies  to  cry  ? 
Dickies  enough  are  still  behind, 
To  laugh  at  by  and  by. 

Buried  June  18,  1 728,  Aged  63  years." 
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This  epitaph  was  composed  by  the  celebrated  Dean    | 
Swift,  Chaplain  to  Charles,  Earl  of  Berkeley  ;  and  was    I 
originally  on  a    common  head-stone,   but   the   present 
altar-tomb  was  erected  instead  thereof  in  1823. 


■  Here  lyeth  Thomas  Peircc,  whom  no  man  taught, 

Yet  he  in  Iron,  Brasse,  and  Silver  wrought  j 
He  Jacks,  and  Clocks,  and  Watches  (with  art)  made, 

And  mended  too  wlicn  otlicrd'  workc  did  lade. 
Of  Berkeley  five  tymes  Mayor,  this  Artibt  was, 

And  yet  this  Mayor,  this  Artist,  was  but  grasse. 
V/hen  his  owne  Watch  was  downe  on  the  last  day, 

He  tliac  in.iJe  Wat.  hes,  had  not  ni..dc  a  kcv 
To  winde  it  up,  but  utelcsfe  it  must  lie, 

Until  he  rise  againe  no  more  to  die\ 

He  deceased  the  25  of  Feb.,  1665,  /]itatis  77. 


"  Here  lies  a  Woman  by  all  the  good  esteem'd. 
Because  they  prov'd  her  really  what  she  syem'd  j 
If  thou  wouMst  die  as  highly  priz'd  as  she, 
Add  to  thy  virtue  true  sincerity." 


How  certain  and  uncertain  is  the  life  of  inan, 
Certain  to  die,  but  yet  uncertain  when  j 
In  this  we  have  an  instance  before  our  eyes. 
How  soon  a  strong  man  sickens  and  he  dies." 


"Religion,  honesty,  and  truth,  ever  by  thee  regarded  : 
Adorn'd  thy  life,  O  happy  youth,  thou'rt  now  in  Jieaven  rewarded.' 
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"Pain  was  my  portion, 
PhysicJc  was  my  food, 
Groans  was  my  devotion, 
Drugs  did  me  no  good  j 
Christ  was  my  physician. 
He  knew  which  was  best, 
To  ease  me  of  my  pain, 
And  take  my  soul  to  rest.' 


'  Afflictions  sore  long  time  I  bore, 
Physicians  were  in  vain  j 
Till  Christ  my  Chief  did  give  relief, 
To  ease  me  of  my  pain." 


"hong  night  and  d.iy  a  bearing  pain, 
To  wait  for  cure  was  all  in  vain  j 
In  my  prime,  God  thought  it  best. 
To  ease  my  pain  and  give  me  rest." 

"  All  you  that  come  my  grave  to  sec, 
In  dust  I  ly  and  so  must  thee, 
Therefore  take  care,  live  righteous  still. 
Then  welcome  death  come  when  it  v.ill, 


'Rest  gentle  shade  !  in  peaceful  slumber  lie. 
Till  the  last  trump  proclaim  salvation  nigh  ; 
Then  joyful  rise,  shake  off  this  cumbrous  load. 
Hail  the  bright  morn  !  and  prostrate  hail  thy  Cod  ! 


'Wife  and  children,  pray  agree, 
Serve  the  Lord  and  follow  me  j 
My  time  is  come,  my  days  are  spent, 
The  Lord  did  call  and  home  I  v.cnt." 
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"  A  tender  Wife  and  Mother  dear, 
A  cjuiet  neighbour  rcsteth  here." 


"So  brittle  is  the  life  of  man, 

So  soon  it  doth  decay  j 
When  all  the  glories  of  this  world, 

Must  pass  and  fade  away. 
The  old  must  die  we  all  agree, 

Likewise  the  young  you  plainly  see  ; 
Therefore  prepare,  make  no  delay, 

For  no  man  knows  the  fatal  day." 


"Lord,  when  our  stage  of  life  is  run, 
May  \\c  plit.iin  ihc  prize  j 
And  like  the  daily  setting  sun, 
Go  down  ai^ain  to  rise." 


"Farewell  vain  world,  I've  known  enough  of  thee, 
And  now  am  careless  what  thou  sayest  of  me  5 
Thy  smiles  I  court  not,  nor  thy  frowns  1  fear, 
My  cares  are  past,  my  head  lies  quiet  here  5 
What  faults  you've  seen  in  me  take  care  to  shun, 
And  look  at  home,  enough  there's  to  be  done." 


"  How  swift  the  shuttle  tlies  that  weaves  thy  shroud. 


'  Remember  me  as  you  pass  by. 
As  you  are  now  so  once  was  I  j 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be. 
Therefore  prepare  to  follow  jne.' 
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"Here  lies  a  ch.i-tc  .ind  prudent  ullc, 
Who  in  Jicr  lifclinu'  hated  stritc  j 
A  loviiiy,-  wife  ainl  tender  nn(;thei-, 
'Tis  hard  to  find  out  sueh  anotlier,' 


"Meek  and  gentle  was  her  spirit, 
Prudence  did  lur  life  adorn  ; 
Mode-it,  she  disclaimed  all  merit- 
Tell  ine,  am  not  1  forl.irn  ? 
My  body  I  to  earth  resign, 
My  soul  to  Providence  divine.'' 


"Slie  took  the  cup  to  sip, 
Too  bitter  was  to  dr.iin  j 
She  inerel\   put  it  fioni  iier  lip. 
And  went  to  sleep  ai^.iin." 


'  He  was  tJ)y  son — thine  only  son, 
More  dear  than  all  beneatli  the  sun  : 
Weep — if  tliy  tears  will  give  relief, 
They  may  assuage  a  widow's  grief; 
Yet  do  not  at  his  death  repine, 
But  let  the  will  of  God  be  thine." 


TO    KIRbr    HUSUANU. 

"  Lo  here  in  grave  my  husband  dear  is  laid, 
He  was  a  loving  father  kind  indeed  j 
So  dear  a  friend  so  soon  to  loit  'tis  h.ird. 
But  heaven  to  obtain  is  iiis  reward." 

TO   i:};coNU   husband. 
"A  Husband,  a  Fatlier,  and  a  Friend  ;  a  Father 
To  the  Fatherless,  and  a  Friend  to  the  Widow.' 
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"From  a  child  brought  up  on  the  billow, 

His  home  wms  the  f'-ithomleis  deep  j 
But  now  the  cold  earth  is  his  pillow, 

And  sound  and  unbroken  his  sleep. 
The  winds  and  the  waves  cannot  sliake  hi 

The  tempest  unheard  shall  arise, 
Till  the  blast  of  the  trumpet  awake  him  ; 

And  call  him  in  ha':te  to  the  ikies." 
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"  High  blustrous  winds  and  lofty  waves 

Have  tossed  me  to  and  fro  ; 
But  now  at  least  by  God's  decree, 

I  harbour  here  below  ; 
At  anchor  now  I  safely  ride, 

For  here  1  ust  M\d  <lcin  j 
Once  more  again  1  must  set  sail, 

Our  Saviour  Christ  to  meet." 

"Sweet  Innocent  too  pure  on  Earth  to  stay, 
To  bliss  eternal  tliou  liast  led  the  way, 
Oh  !  let  us  hope  thy  happiness  to  share, 
May  thy  angelic  spirit  guide  us  tlierc. 

Ere  sin  could  bliglit  or  sorrow  frown, 
Death  came  with  friendly  care, 

The  opening  bud  to  heaven  conveved. 
And  bade  it  blossom  there." 


"Stop  Traveller!     Oh  !   pause  a  moment  licre  ! 
I  crave  no  sigh  !  nn  sympathetic  tear  ! 
Nay  pity  not — thy  tears  forbear  to  slied  : 
They're  vain — nuy  useless  to  th'  unfeeling  tlead  ! 
View  but  my  fate  !  and  thou  will  viev.-  th)  own  ! 
Time  flies  apace — thy  days  will  soon  be  flown  ! 
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Reader  !  art  thou  prepar'd  to  die  ?     Oh  !  say  ! 
Art  thou  prepar'd  to  meet  the  judgment  day  ? 
Has  thy  past  life  been  spent  in  joy  an  J  mirth  ? 
Have  thy  past  thoughts  been  '^okly  bene  on  eartli  ? 
Ah  !  whence  that  sigh  ?  does  fear  thy  bosom  nil  ? 
Art  thou  then  conscious  of  impending  ill  ? 
Reader  !   begone  !   Oh!   tread  that  path  I  trod — 
Pursue  it — and  thy  soul  prepare  for  God." 


On  an  allar-romb,  near  the  north  wall  of  the  church, 
emblazoned  with  the  following  Coat  of  Arms : — ar.  a 
fcsse  nebulee  between  three  trefoils,  slipped,  gu.,  are 
these  two  epitaphs  to  the  family  of  Thc^rpc,  of  Wans- 
well :-- 


"  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  Thori-f;,  hccond  daughter 
of  William  Thorpe,  Eso.,  who  dyed  February  the  IST,  1669, 
Aged  22." 

"Here  lyeth  the  body  of  George  Thorpe,  Es<_>.,  who  dyed 
July  the  I2th,  1672,  Aged  32." 


The  lime  trees  were  planted  in  the  year  1753,  by 
Thomas  Clark. 

The  pillars  and  gates  at  the  north  entrance  were 
erected  in  1838,  by  Edwin  Drinkwater  Ghostley  and 
Alfred  Mayo,  both  natives  of  this  parish. 

This  churchyard  was  closed,  for  twenty  years  (vaults 
excepted)  on  ist  January,  1857.  The  lasc  interment 
was  on  31st  December,  1H56,  viz: — 

"Margaret  Browning,  Widow,  Berkeley,  Aged  71." 
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The  New  B 


URIAL-GROUND. 


It  was  one  ot  the  wise  practices  of  all  ancient 
nations  to  dispose  carefully  of  their  dead.  Some  burnt 
them,  that  no  mephitic  vapours  should  arise  to  injure 
the  living.  By  others,  the  art  of  preservation  was 
carried  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection;  while  all  such 
as  buried  their  dead,  were  compelled  by  their  laws 
to  inter  them  without  the  gates  of  their  towns  and 
cities. 

Among  the  Jews,  fields  seem  generally  to  have  been 
specially  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  Abiaham  was 
buried  wiih  S.irah,  his  wile,  in  the  cue  of  Macpchih, 
in  the  held  of  Kphron  {Gen.  xx.  and  xxiii.) ;  and 
Uzziah,  king  of  Judah,  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in 
the  field  which  pertained  to  the  kings  (2  Chron  xxvi.). 

Among  the  early  Christians,  the  burial  of  the  dead 
outside  the  walls  was  emblematical  of  their  passage 
Irom  this  world  to  their  new  kingdom  of  eternal  joy. 

The  bad  elFccts  of  burying  within  limited  spaces  in 
populous  places  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied  ;  and  an 
annoyance  being  felt  from  the  resting-place  of  our  fore- 
fathers, it  is  a  great  source  of  congratulation  that  a  new 
burying-ground  has  been  formed  here. 

The  piece  of  land  added  to  the  churchyard  was 
given  by  the  late  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  but  the  ^va]ls, 
drainage.  Sec,  Sec,  were  executed  at  the  expense  of 
the  parish.  It  was  consecrated,  though  in  an  unfinished 
state,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Charles  Baring,  D.D.,  Lord 


44 


HISTORY    OF    J-lhRKtI.EV. 


Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol  (translated  to  the  Sec 
of  Durham,  1861),  on  Friday,  the  2nd  dav  of  January, 
1857. 

This  ground  not  being  ready,  the  dead  were  huried 
at  Stone,   near  Berkeley,  until    February   the   4th,  on 
which  day  the  first  interment  was  made  litre,  vi/ ; — 
''^  SwI^BoUR^•£  Hai)i,i:y,  Puiton,  Aged  10  riiuntlis." 

Berkeley  Burial  Board. 
Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  a  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  parish  of  Berkeley  will  be  held  in  the 
Vestry  Room  oi  the  Parish  Church  of  Bjrkele\ ,  on 
lM'ida\',  the  ()tli  da\'  (W  l'\iMu.u\  next,  at  \2  o'clock 
at  noon,  for  the  purpose  of  approving  of  the  salary, 
wages,  and  allowances  appointed  for,  and  to  be  paid  to 
the  clerk,  oflicers,  and  servants  of  the  Burial  Board  for 
the  said  Parish  of  Berkeley,  and  for  other  special  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  said  Burial  Board. 

^/'7///,V///    5//A'//,,   1 

_,  „  vLburch'iViirilcfis. 

1  hoinas  Fearce^  j 

Dated  this  z%th  day  of  January,  1857. 


THE  TOWER. 

The  present  tower  stands  at  a  distance  of  146  feet 
from  the  church,  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  churchyard, 
and  occupies  the  same  site  as  its  predece.-.sor,  Jt  was 
built  in  1753,  by  Mr.  Clark,  at  a  cost  of  £t^o  ;  and. 
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to  judge  from  an  o]d   picture  in   tlie  Castle,  it  must  be 

a  tair  imitation  of  the  ibrmer  one. 

It  is  a  square,  massive,  and  venerable  structLU-e,  and    i 

>  I 

has  open  battlements  and  turrets.     It  is  76  leet  3  inches    | 
high,  including  the  parapet  which  is  in  heii^ht  6  feet 
6  incites;    and    27  leet    10  inches    wide   at    the    base,    j 
including    the    buttresses,    \viihout    them    20    leet    10 
inches;   but  the  parapet  is  22  feet  li  inches  wide. 

It    contains    six    bells,    which    bear    the    tolh)wing    '• 
inix-ripiions : — 


1. — Rev.  J.  Seton-Karr,  Vicar  3  T.  Tritman,  J.  Aljuss,  J.  Pick, 

1;.  GlK-s,  C:  W.iracm.      1S42.      T.  AIc.U:;,  Fee'- 
II.— TlicsanK'. 
IV.— The  same. 

III. — God  save  the  King.  Abr.i :  lludliall.  1700. 
V. -Richard  Palmer,  Joseph  Cole,  George  Bushel!,  William 
Burkcomb,  Churchwardens.  1772.  Abra.  Rudliall, 
jkll  founder. 
VI. — Rev.  Caleb  Carrlngton,  Vicar  j  John  Rudliall,  Glocestcr, 
Feet-  1808.  Daniel  Marklove,  William  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Ponting,  Eli  Gazard,  Cliurch wardens. 

Bells,  in  Popish  times,  were  bapti/.ed,  anointed,  exor- 
cised, and  blest  by  the  Bishop;  whereupon  tlie  vulgar 
believed  in  their  power  to  dri\e  oil"  the  dc\il  and  e\  il 
spirits,  to  calm  storms  and  tempests,  and  U)  perlorm 
numerous  other  prodigies.  It  was  al^o  common  to  give 
them  the  names  of  Saints,  and  to  oiir.iment  them  with 
verses. 

The  old  custom  of  ringin^j;  the  '.•urfew-bell   at  eiidiC 
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o'clock  every  night,  from  October  lotli  to  Marcli  25th, 
yearly,  is  kept  up  here. 

The  curfew-bell  was  so  called  because  it  was  rung 
by  a  law  of  Wilham.  the  Conqueror,  that  all  per.^ons 
should  then  cover  their  lights  and  fircs,  and  go  to  bed. 
Our  Historians  generally  tell  us  that  this  Monarch  was 
so  jealous  of  the  common  people  of  England  entering 
into  cabals  against  his  government,  that  he  ordered  all 
lights  and  fires  to  be  extinguished  in  the  houses  upon 
the  ringing  of  a  certain  bell,  called  the  curfew-bell, 
suppressed  b)  King  Henry  1.  The  ascribed  impo- 
sition of  the  curfew  custom,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
Conqueror's  rigid  swa_\',  merits  but  little  credence. 
Thomson  has  thus  'described  this  supposed  act  of 
tyranny  : — 

*' The  shiv'rlng  wretches,  at  the  curfew  sound, 
Dejected  sunk  Into  their  sordid  beds, 
And,  through  the  mournful  gleam  of  better  times, 
Mus'd  sad,  or  dreamt  of  better." 

Gray's  Elegiac  mention  of  the  curfew  is  as  familiar 
as  "  household  words." 

"The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  parting  day." 


The  clock  was  purchased  and  put  up  in  1765,  and 
its  face  painted  and  gilded  in  1783. 
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THE  VICARy^GE. 
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From  an  ancient  terrier  of  the  parish  of  Berkeley,  ' 
bearing  date  the  9th  of  May,  1682,  the  Author  lias  ! 
extracted  the  following  entry  : —  j 

'/  Imprimis. — There  is  a  vicarage-house,  with  a  brew-  I 
house,  and  an  orchard  commonly  called  The  V^icarage  i 
Close,  containing  between  three  or  four  acres,  more  or 
less ;  there  are  also  four  acres  belonging  to  the  Vicar, 
in  a  common  meadow  called  Parham  ;  alio  the  herbage 
of  the  churchyard;  the  mouncis  of  the  churchyard  to 
be  kept-  in  repair  by  the  parish  of  Berkeley,  the  parish 
of  Hill,  and  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Berkeley, 
vi/..,  the  parish  ol"  Hill  lor  the  space  of  twenc\--one 
)ards ;  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  that  part  thereof  next  the 
Little  Park;  and  the  })arish  of  Berkeley  to  maintain 
the  residue  of  such  mounds." 

This  vicarage  is  still  standing  ;  but  is  and  has  been  j 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  I 
and  in  every  way  unsuited  for  the  residence  of  a  I 
gentleman.  i 

The  Rev.  John  Seton-Karr,  the  vicar,  for  the  last  i 
few  years,  has  in  consequence  been  obliged  to  reside  in  j 
a  house  near,  the  cluu-ch,  called  Chantry  Cottage,  from  : 
its  having  once  been  the  residence  of  the  Chantry-  | 
priests.  j 

In  this  vicarage-house  Dr.  Edward  Jenner,  the  cele- 
brated discoverer  of  vaccination,  Avas  born  May  17, 
1749- 
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His  father  was  tlic  Rev.  Stephen  Jenner,  of  Slim- 
bridge,  Rector  ot  Jlockhanipton,  and  Viear  of  Berkeley 
from  1729  till  his  death  in  December,  1754. 

His  mother  was  Sarah,  daughter  uf  the  Rev.  H.- 
Head,  Vicar  of  Berkeley  from  1691  to  1728.  She 
died  in  October,  1754. 

Like  every  other  discovery,  vaccination  \vas  received 
with  ridicule  and  contempt.      Even  religion  and    the    i 
Bible  were  made  engines  of  attack  against  the  doctor.       | 

From  these  Errhman,  of  Frankfort,  deduced  his  chief  ^ 
grounds  of  accusation  against  the  new  practice;  and  he 
gravely  attempted  to  prove  irom  quotations  from  the 
]M-ophctic.il  parts  of  Scripture,  and  the  v.  ritings  ot'  the 
Fathers  of  the  Church,  that  '•  \''accinai;ion  was  the  real 
Antichrist!" 

The  benefits  \vhich  Jenner  conferred  upon  mankind 
at  Last  became  universally  admitted,  and  rendered  his 
memory  immortal. 
j  in  178S,  Dr.  Jenner  married  Catherine,  younger 
!  daughter  of  Robert  Fitzhardinge  Kingscote,  Esq.,  of 
Kingscotc,  in  this  county  ;  and  about  1792  he  took 
possession  of  Chantry  Cottage  above  mentioned,  where 
he  died  suaJcVi/y,  J-nuary,  26,  1823,  and  was  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  Berkeley  Church.  He  left  a  son,  Robert 
Fitzhardinge  Jenner,  Esq.,  Avho  also  died  snddeiily  at 
Chantry  Cottage,  unmarried,  and  \vas  buried  in  his 
father's  vault,  March  24,  1854;  and  a  daughter, 
Catherine,  who  married  Mr.  Bedford,  and,  dyhig,  left 
an  only  daughter,  heiress  to  her  grandfather. 
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MEMORANDA. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  entry    made   in  the 
churcliwardcns'  book  for  the  Ty  thing  of  Ham: — 

"  April  4th,  1763. 
•  It  is  agreed  by,  and  with  the  consent  of,  the  other 
two  tythings,  that  the  ten  shillings  a-piece,  allowed  by 
each  tything  for  ringing,  shall  not  be  paid  to  the  ringers, 
unless  they  ring,  on  the  days  appointed  by  payment,  to 
the  full  satisfaction  of  the  minister  and  churchwardens, 
and  chime  the  vicar  every  Sunday  to  church,  both 
mornings  and  evenings. 

HKNRV   KNOX. 
THOS.   IIICKES 
JOHN  KING. 
RICHD.  CROOME. 
JAMES  PHILLIPS. 
NICHOLAS  CORNOCK. 
\VM.  WADE. 
THOMAS  WILTSHIRE. 
ROBERT  PEARCE. 
JOHN  JONES. 
JAMES  WATTS. 
N.  HICKES." 

The   following   are    copies  of  entries    made   in    the 
churchwardens'  book  for  the  Tything  of  Alkington  : — 

"  1765.  To  a  new  clock  in  the  Tower,  £^.  5s. 
Rob*-  Clark's  bill  for  putting  up  tlie  same,  £2.  15s.    j 
Mr.  ITm.  Bcn/utt,  Churchiuardni'' 


5° 
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"Be  it  remembered,  iliar  in  the  niglit  on  zjrJ  of  I 
April,  1777,  Berkeley  Church  was  rul)bL-d  of  the  j 
Communion  Plate  lo  the  value  of  sixt)'  |:uunJs.  ! 

And  it  was  agreed  tuiWL  time  after  in  die  .^ame  )  ear    ! 
to  purchase  a  sett  of  new  Plaie  for  the  Cojnn.umion,  at 
the  expence  of  the  three  l'}'things. 

The  description  of  tlie  new  Plate  bough.t  in  i  777  : — 

1  Large  Flaggon,  i  Plate  or  Patten,  2  I'luLcd  (iilt 
Cups.  The  whole  cost  £t,6.  17s.  4^d.,  and  was  all 
Engrav'd  w^th  this  Inscription  : — 

Berkeley  Commanion  Plate,  1777. 

Jou'pb  Shuvp,  ChiinhzViU-Jcn,  1777." 


"  B\-  casji  lor  prosecuting  Hugh  Prie^-,  Chiir.ne}' 
Sweeper,  lor  stealing  the  Comminiiun  lM;!ie  out  ol 
the  Parish  Church  of  Berkeley  and  exjxnces  thereon, 
^n.  5s.  iid. 

Robert  Cole,  Chiirchivardcn,  1780." 


"To  one-third  of  a  bill  to  William  Jo)  ner,  for 
taking  of  Hugh  Price  and  boy  and  William  Smith  h)r 
and  on  suspition  of  stealing  the  Comnunrkni  J-'late  out 
ot  the  Church,  and  attending  the  Assizes,  ^_'i.  is. 

To  cxpences  of  the  day,  ^'1.  8s. 

Robert  Cole,  Churchzvarden,  1781.'* 


"  1783.    Rich*^-  Goodman  for  painting  and  gilding 
the  face  of  the  clock,  _£!.  is. 

Mr.  Thomas  Morse,  ChurcbzL-iinicn'' 
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The  juimhcr  of  Comnuiiiicunts  at   ihc  IIul}'   Coni- 

munion   at    Berkeley   and   Stone    in   the  reign  of  Ed- 

ward   VI.    is    given    by    the    Royal    Conimissic^n    for 

Chantries,   in   the   second  )ear   of  hi,^   r^-ign,  n\   their 

report  and  certificate  ; — • 

The   ninnber  at   the   church  at   Oerkelev,  one   thou- 

sand one  hundred  and  seventeen.      At  S'tune  Clunch, 

two  hundred  and  thirteen. 

A  LIST  OF  SOME  OF  THE  \'ICARS  OF 

BERKELEY. 

John  Tre^■i^a,  ol  Cornwall,  who  tran.sl.Ued  the  Bible 

into  English  at  the  request  ol' Thomas  J)erkeley,  iourtli 

lord  of  that  name,  was  presented  to   the   vicarage  of 

Berkeley  by  this  lord.     Trevisa  died  in  the  year  1409. 

DATES. 

INCUMBENTS, 

I'ATRONS. 

1575 

John   Nor)!kock:. 

Oueen   Elizaiseth. 

1586 

William  Gkekn. 

William  Si'Rin. 

1639 

Thomas  Tucker. 
Edward  Ciietvvvnd. 

1668 

Richard  Saffin,  M.A. 

Chaptkr  of  Bkistol. 

Jerome  Gregory. 

Earl  of  Berkeley. 

1691 

Henry  Head,  M.A. 

Ditto. 

I7z8 

Ralph  Wehb,  M.A. 

Ditto. 

1729 

Stephen  Jenner,  M.A. 

Ditto. 

1755 

George  Chas.  Black,  M.A. 

Ditto. 

1758-9 

FIenry  Knox,  M.A. 

Ditto. 

1771-2 

Augustus  Thos.  Hui'sman. 

Ditto. 

J799-1800 

Caleb  Carringto.n. 

Ditto. 

1837 

H.   Prouse  Jones,  M.A. 

Baron   Segkave. 

1839 

John  Setok-Karr,  B.A. 

Ditto. 

1 
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BURIALS  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  I5ERKELEV 

OK     PERSONS    WHO    DIED     8o     VtAKS    OK    AOL     AND     L'l'WAK  Di. 


I8I3. 

There  were  43  burials  in  1813. 

Elizabeth  Tratman,  North  Nibley,  March  2,  81 
Mary  Andrews,  Berkeley,  April  24,  80. 
Mary  Millard,  Woodford,  August  25,  82. 
Giles  Daniels,  Berkeley,  November  14,  81. 

I  8 1 4. 

There  were  38  burials  in  the  year  1814. 

Mary  Wilts,  Bevangton,  Ecbraary  16,  84. 
James  Taylor,  Wick,  September  4,  82. 

1815. 

There  were  41  burials  in  the  year  181  5. 

Jane  Denly,  Alkington,  November  24,  93. 
Samuel  Pegler,  Berkeley,  December  13,  83. 

1816. 

There  were  40  burials  in  the  year  1816. 

Mary  Ford,  Ham,  February  28,  90. 
Hesther  Purnell,  Newport,  May  15,  84. 
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1 817. 
There  were  ^6  burials  in  the  year  1S17. 
Josiah  Fryar,  Purton,  March  13,  84. 
Witsun  YearsJey,  Berkeley,  October  26,  89. 
Leonard  Eding,  Bevington,  No\'enibcr  4,  80. 

1818. 

There  were  66  burials  in  the  \'car  1818. 
Anthony  Merrcr,  Clapton,  January  10,  81. 
Hannah  Ponting,  Berkeley,  June  9,  Sz. 
Mary  Latch,  Wotton-u),der-Edge,  September  27,  S^, 

1S19. 

There  were  48  burials  in  the  year  1S19. 
Anthony  Wiltshire,  Newport,  January  20,  83. 
Catherine  Wood,  Sugar  Loaf,  January  23,  92. 
Sarah  Latch,  Berkeley,  May  12,  S^. 

1820. 

There  were  s^  burials  in  the  year  1820. 
Edward  Curtis,  Sanigar,  January  26,  98. 
Thomas  Woohvrighr,  Berkeley,  Marcii  3,  92. 
Mary  Browning,  i\)ckington,  March  20,  H^. 
Anne  Cox,  Berkeley,  June  12,  84. 

1S21. 
There  were  49  burials  in  the  year  1821. 
Sarah  Nicholas,  Eastington,  A/[arch  22,  S(). 
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1S22. 

There  were  48  burliils  in  tlie  year  1822. 

Jane  Nclms,  Berkeley  Heath,  March. 3,  Sz. 
Hannah  Smith,  Berkeley,  May  26,  80. 

1823. 

There  were  53  burials  in  the  year  1823. 

Sarah  Curtis,  Sanigar,  January  4,  90. 
Betty  Monday,  Bevington,  February  18,  88. 
Ann  Dorney,  Halrnore,  juiie  17,  80. 
Thomas  Benett,  Berkeley  Heath,  ful\'  11,  83. 
Mary  McJalem(>ie,  Berkeley,  Deecuiher  :i,  84 

1824. 

There  were  ^2  burials  in  the  }'ear  1824. 

Christian  Pick,  Be\ington,  January  6,  80. 
Mary  Barge,  Alkington,  Mav  12,  92. 
Nathaniel  Cook,  Berkeley,  July  11,  81. 
Sarah  Ncale,  Berkeley,  August  7,  83. 
Elizabeth  King,  Newport,  September  16,  88. 
Mary  Woodbournc,  Sanigar,  September  18,  97. 


There  were  51  burials  in  the  year  1825. 

Sarah  Cole,  Ham,  May  15,  80. 

Mary  Rickards,  Wirewood  Green,  July  8,  82.. 
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1826. 


^) 


Tlicro  were  6>^  burials  in  the  )  car  1826.  '      I 

]:.]i/ahcrh  Croomc,  Uu^h  Street,  Septejiib.cr  10,  84.. 
Mary  Mar.sh,  Lorwinth,  OcLoher  2^,,  8S. 
■'riiomas  Dakcr,  Berkelc)',  Noveiriher  12,  82. 
.\nnc  King,  J-Iam,  Decemhcr  22,  98.  j 

1827. 

There  were  65  burials  in  the  }  ear  1827. 

Jolni  Till,  Bevington,  February  27,  80. 

William  Cordy,  PurU)!i,  June  4,  80. 

1>  Im  Trjunan,  iheaarUuK',  |ul\    11,  gj, 

Mary  f.()ngdun,  Lcatlier  Bottle,  N^)\  ember  2^,  91. 

jolm  (Trillin,  llani,  December  13,  8.J.. 

1828. 

There  were  66  burials  in  the  vcar  1828. 

Mathcw  Church,  ]Jcrkeley,  March  !0,  83. 
AJary  Bead,  Ham,  April  20,  91. 
Rachael  Croome,  Newport,  May  23,  82. 
James  Wickham,  Berkeley,  Mav  2:;,  84. 
I\Tary  Pearce,  ]>crkeley,  September  11,  90. 
Anne  Tanner,  Ham,  October  10,  ^z. 

1829. 
There  \vere  6^^  lnn-ial.->  in  tlic  )'ear  1829. 
Elizabeth  Norman,  Jicrkele)',  |anuarv  2^,  ^^. 
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Elizabeth  Edwards,  Newport,  Eebruary  28,  80. 
Thomas  Merrett,  the  Park,  March  2S,  83. 
Martlia  Spilhnan,  Berkeley,  April  5,  80. 
Thomas  Reynolds,  Berkeley,  April  16,  ^6. 
Samuel  Price,  Alkington,  May  28,  84. 
•  Mary  Cornock,  Al]:ington,Junc  15,  81. 
Abraham  Gazard,  Stock,  August  28,  81. 
James  Cornock,  Alkington,  DecembLr  22,  82. 

1830. 

There  were  60  burials  in  the  year  1830. 

Thomas  Gabb,  Lorwinth,  January  8,  86. 
ALir\-  Price,  P)c\  inguui,  January  z^,  84. 
Mary  Millard,  Beviugton,  January  24,  ^6. 
Nathaniel  Browning,  Woodtord,  February  10,  8i, 
William  Pain,  Berkeley,  March  14,  >i^. 
Mary  Malpas,  Berkeley  Heath,  April  4,  92. 
Anne  Pick,  Ham,  April  25,  82. 
Mary  Brown,  Michachvood,  July  12,  87. 
Thomas  Carpenter,  Ne\vport,  July  18,  82. 
Deborah  Haviland,  Sharpness  Point,  July  25,  82. 
Sarah  Watts,  the  Park,  December  16,  92. 
Elizabeth  Hupsman,  Berkeley,  December  31,  89. 

1831. 

There  were  57  burials  in  the  year  1S31. 

Joseph  Page,  Newport,  February  19,  80. 
Jane  Merrett,  Berkeley,  May  22,  82. 
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Betty  Mcrrett,  Berkeley,  June  15,  So. 
James  Pearce,  Ham,  August  1,81. 
Edward  Wynne,  Bevington,  September  8,  82, 
John  Dennis,  Newport,  December  25,  88. 

There  were  58  burials  in  the  year  1832. 
Ann  Smith,  Berivelcy,  July  11,  86. 
John  Crump,  Wcatenhurst,  July  24,  87. 
Ann  Humphries,  Berkeley,  November  8,  80. 
Mary  Howell,  Hinton,  December  17,  87. 
Anthony  Kingscott,  Halmore,  December  30,  86. 

1S33. 
There  were  72  burials  in  the  year  1833. 
William  Cornock,  Bkinchworth,  January  2,  83. 
Mary  Andrews,  Brown's  Mill,  January  31,  87. 
Elizabeth  Griffin,  Clapton,  June  16,  86. 

1834. 
There  were  58  burials  in  the  year  1834. 
Daniel  Marklove,  Berkeley,  Januar)'  27,  82. 
James  Phillips,  Ham,  February  12,  82. 
Lydia  Kitheroe,  Woodford,  March  2,  85. 
Sarah  Creese,  Pur  ton,  March  i  5,  90. 
Sarah  Cornock,  Aust,  June  5,  86. 
Mary  Price,  Berkeley,  June  12,  81. 
Sarah  Jackson,  Halmore,  December  21,  80. 
William  Tiley,  Ham,  December  21,  So. 
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1835. 

There  were  15:5  buriiils  in  rlie  year  1835. 

Elizabeth  Casron,  Sanigar,  February  10,  Si. 
Betty  King,  Berkeley,  March  10,  gi. 
Hannah  Lewis,  Ham,  June  9,  93. 
Anthony  Stone,  Berkeley,  November  i,  Ho. 
William  Tanner,  Ham,  December  22,  80. 

1836. 

There  were  57  burials  in  tlie  year  1836. 

John  Parslow,  Berkeley,  I'ebruary  4,  80. 
William  Ricketts,  \Voodfora,  Aiarch   15,  82. 
Robert  Ciki.Uonbur\-,  Berkele\ ,  XiUeinber  9,  84. 
Sarah  (Jabb,  Cam,  December  9,  88. 
Catherine  Norman,  Berkeley,  December  30,  88. 

1837. 
There  were  71  burials  in  tlie  }ear  1S37. 

Rose  Cornock,  Cockshut,  January  5,  82. 
Sarah  Jones,  Berkeley,  January  8,  87. 
Edward  Cook,  Wanswell,  January  10,  80. 
Richard  Barrett,  Be>'ington,  March  19,  85, 
John  Butts,  Berkeley,  June  26,  83. 

1838. 

There  w^erc  59  burials  in  the  year  1838. 

Daniel  Lewis,  Ham,  January  16,  85. 
Elizabeth  Mason,  Newport,  March  1,  84. 
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Mary  Lace,  Berkeley,  Marcli  4,  S3. 
James  Hinder,  Halmorc,  April  i,  84. 
William  Williams,  Crosswayij,  August  16,  So. 
Thomas  Hood,  Berkeley,  August  31,  S3. 
William  Mann,  Berkeley  Heath,  Septcmher  20,  86. 
George  Hughes,  Clapton,  September  26,  S6. 
Sarah  Smith,  Berkeley,  November  7,  S6. 
Ann  Phillips,  Hiornhury,  December  21,  S8. 

1839. 

There  wcvc  66  burials  in  the  year  1S39. 

Bcttv  Cornock,  Blancluvorth,  March  2,  Sc. 
Ann  Ta\lor,  Berkeley,  Mav   10,  S3. 
Marv  Gainer,  Swanlcy,  September  7,  SS. 
Robert  Hum.phries,  Berkeley,  September  26,  85. 

1840. 

There  were  75  biuaals  in  the  year  1S40. 

Sarah  Haines,  Moble)',  March  13,  So. 
Job  Dimery,  Wanswell,  March  i  8,  So. 
Sarah  Joyner-Ellis,  Berkeley,  April  11,  95. 
Mary  Hill,  Breadstonc,  y\pril  15,  97. 
William  Arthurs,  Thornbury  Union,  May  19,  So. 
Thomas  Tuck,  Michael vvooel.  May  23,  80. 
Elizabeth  Tuck,  St.  Michael's  Wood,  June  26,  80. 
Anne  Alpass,  Wanswell,  September  2,  S8. 


E/!^  of  Fir^t  Book. 
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Burials  from  Slcond  Rfx.ib'iER  Book  ior  Bi.rkeley. 

1841. 

Tiicrc  were  6S  buriuls  in  the  \c;ir  i^J^i. 

I  .      Robert  Norman,  Berkeley,  January  S^^y 
I        Elizabeth  Purnell,  Berkeley,  lanuarv  27,  86. 

Nicholas  Jones,  Berkeley,  January  29,  85. 
I        Mary  Hale,  Heathfield,  June  20,  82. 
I        Sarah  Barge,  Ham,  December  10,  80. 

I  1842. 

There  were  49  burials  in  the  \  e.ir  1S42. 

Sarah  Thax'er,  Butler's  Farm,  Januar\-  24,  81. 
Hester  Heaven,  Newport,  Mav  1,  88. 
Thomas  Hickes,  Berkeley,  July  23,  92. 

1843. 
There  were  66  burials  in  the  year  1843. 

Betty  Dowall,  Berkeley,  January  15,  88. 
j        Hannah  Nash,  Bevington,  January  19,82. 
I         Martha  Wicks,  Woodford,  Febru.ary  2^,  81. 

Sally  Croomc,  Breadstone,  March  21,  93. 

Ann  Falser,  Thornbury  Union,  August  18,  80. 

Rhoda  Phillpott,  Berkeley,  December  6,  82. 

Susanna  Fryer,  Hinton,  Deceml)er  13,  82. 

Thomas    Workman,     Thornbury     Univ)n,     Decem- 
iicr  22,  SS. 
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1844. 

There  were  86  burials  in  the  year  1844.  ■ 

Ann  Fryer,  Brookend,  February  2,  84. 
Sarah  Cole,  Stone,  February  28,  84.  I 

Sanuie]  Workman, Thornbury  Union, Februar)' 2  8,  80.    \ 
Mary  Summers,  Berkeley  Heath,  Marc]i  12,  S2,  j 

Elizabeth  Smith,  Framilude,  May  22,  89.  | 

Sarah  Mason,  St.  Miehaclwood,  August  7,  82. 
Thomas  Merrett,  Purton,  August  12,  S6. 
Henry  Lewis,  Woodford,  September  21,  83. 
Thomas  Hinder,  Berkeley  Heath,  October  18,  84. 
Anne  Williams,  Berkeley,  October  26,  84. 
Mary  Watt>,  Ham,  December  12,  89. 

1845. 

There  were  51  burials  in  the  year  1845. 
Thomas  Yearsley,  Thornbury  Union,  January  9,  90. 
Molly  James,  Ham,  April  7,  84. 
Joshua  Ball,  Hinton,  September  9,  85. 
James  Lane,  Newport,  December  28,  85. 

1846. 
There  were  49  burials  in  the  year  1846. 
Ann  Wilks,  Newport,  March  8,  86. 
Solomon  Philpot,  Berkele\',  April  28,  82. 
Thomas  Pearce,  Ham,  June  4,  88. 
Mary  Smith,  World's  End  Farm,  July  4,  82. 
James  Mallett,  Berkeley,  September  2,  96. 
Sarah  Parslow,  Berkeley,  November  14,  84. 
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1847. 

There  were  64  burials  in  tlic  year  1847. 

Elizabeth  Knight,  Berkeley,  January  29,  84. 
Sarah  Beaven,  Berkeley,  January  31^  92. 
Mary  Bence,  Berkeley  Heath,  Februar}'  7,  85. 
Thomas  Neale,  Berkeley,  March  19,  80. 
Ashfield  Shipway,  HeaihiielJ,  March  21,  99. 
Betty  Stone,  Halmore,  May  i  3,  84. 
Anne  Hughes,  Clapton,  June  27,  8  v 
George  Williams,  Berkeley,  July  24,  84. 
Samuel  Greenuig,  Berkeley,  September  24,  84. 
George  Charrett,  Thornbury  Union,  November  21, 

1848. 

There  were  71  burials  in  the  }ear  1848. 

James  Phillips,  Wans  well,  March  9,  'S;^. 
Samuel  Munday,  Ham,  June  7,  83. 
Mary  Ruell,  Berkeley,  June  23,  82. 
Hannah  Dix,  Berkeley,  July  1 1,  82. 
Sarah  Williams,  Berkeley,  August  17,  90. 
George  Gazard,  Wick,  September  22,  S6. 

1849. 
There  were  81  burials  in  the  year  1849. 
Hannali  Allen,  Ham,  January  30,  82. 
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Ann  King,  Lynch,  February  i,  85. 
Susannah  Hulbcrt,  Clapton,  Feb.  28,  90. 
Edward  Canston,  Newport,  March  4,  84. 
Esther  Kingscote,  Flam,  March  31,  85. 
Ann  Flinder,  Berkeley  Heath,  May  11,  94. 
Phccbe  Butt,  Berkeley,  May  24,  86. 
John  Mills,  Clapton,  June  12,  88. 
Hester  Mcirctt,  Ham,  June  22,  90. 
Robert  Allen,  Ham,  July  12,  87. 

1850. 

There  were  66  burials  in  ilic  year  1S50. 

.  Hester  Hill,  Berkele) ,  Januar)'  16,  94. 
Hannah  Gainer,  Cam,  February  3,  95. 
Susan  Poole,  Berkeley,  April  4,  91. 
William  Jenkins,  Woodford,  April  5,  80. 
Sarah  Price,  Stock,  April  24,  86. 
Daniel  Deane,  Durslcy,  April  25,  89. 
John  Creed,  Berkeley,  June  16,  81. 
Mary  Payne,  Thornbury  Union,  October  7,  So. 
I        Mary  Long,  Mobley,  November  9,  87. 

Ann  Mundy,  Berkeley  Heath,  December  10,  80. 

1851. 

There  were  60  burials  in  ihc  year  1851. 

Lydia  Sanigar,  Blackhole,  July  7,  81. 
Sarah  Mallett,  Berkeley,  Augu'A  1,  96. 
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1852. 

There  were  50  burials  in  the  year  1852. 

Elizabeth  Dimery,  Hogbdoun, Januarv  8,  84. 
.   James  Grafton,  Thorn  bury  Union,  Feb.  26,  80. 
Daniel  Ruther,  Ham,  March  3,  87. 
John  Pick,  Vine  Farm,  June  7,  ico. 
Sophia  Taylor,  Wick,  December,  11,  82. 

1853. 

There  were  6$  burial<  in  the  year  1853. 

William  Smith,  Berkeley,  iMarch  10,  90. 
Thomas  Gale,  Wanswell,  April  3,  92. 
Daniel  Nelms,  Berkeley  Heath,  June  5,  84. 
Rhoda  Perkins,  Woodford,  July   i  ^,  So. 
Thomas  Alpass,  Wanswell,  December  3,  97. 
Deborah  Lewis,  Berkeley,  December  25,  86. 

1854. 

There  were  43  burials  in  the  year  1854. 

Hannah  Bishop,  Ham,  [uly  27,  84. 
Jonah  Munday,  Clapton,  September  17,  S^. 
Thomas  Smith,  Halmore,  September  18,  82. 
Hannah  Cruker,  Breadstone,  September  27,  86. 
Richard  Browning,  llalmore,  December  10,  84. 
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1855. 

Tliere  were  80  burials  in  the  year  1855. 

Ann  Daw,  Crawless,  February  21,  81. 
Naomi  Hopkins,  Berkelc)',  May  20,  80. 
Betty  Franklin,  Ham,  May  30,  Sj. 
Henry  Mai  thews,  Wanswell,  August  4,  82. 
Jonah  Woodward,  Halniore,  December  6,  89. 

1856. 

I'here  were  54  Ivarials  in  the  \ear  1856. 

Thomas  Griffiths,  Berkeley,  March  24,  85. 
Tracey  Bow,  Thornbury  Union,  June  30,  82. 


1857. 

There  were  64  biu-ials  in  the  year  1857. 

Mary  Woolright,  Berkeley,  January  12,  85. 
Hannah  Harris,  Woodford,  April  23,  80. 
Hannah  Wilkins,  Woodford,  June  30,  80. 
Samuel  Harris,  Stone,  September  13,  83. 
Ann  Trotman,  Berkeley,  October  18,  85. 
Sarah  Bennett,  Berkeley,  Nov.  i  5,  84. 
Elizabeth  Humphrey .s.  Ham,  December  6,  S^. 
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1858.  I 

There  were  54  burials  in  tlie  year  1858.  j 

i 
John  Taylor,  Wanswell,  janiiarv  13,  81. 

Hester  Rurher,  Wanswell,  March  ic,  92. 

y\nn  Ruthcr,  Mobley,  March  12,  83. 

Mary  PrewetC,  Berlvcley,  Marcli  16,  "^s. 

William  Humphreys,  Ham,  May  5,  '^i, 

Frances  Matthews,  Wanswell,  September  12,  82. 


1859. 

l'h>.-i'c  were  ;^o  burials  in  the  \c.ir  1859. 

George  Dash,  Ham,  March  20,  'i^^. 
Ann  Mundy,  Blissbury,  August  4,  'S>6. 
Hester  Webb,  Purton,  November  30,  99. 

i860. 

There  were  6^  burials  in  the  year  1S60. 

Robert  Ruthcr,  Berkeley,  January  3,  84. 
William  Reynolds,  Berkeley,  February  3,  82. 
Sarah  Powell,  Halmore,  February  13,  81. 
Elizabeth  Eddie,  Sanigar,  March  14,  82. 
John  Powell,  Halmore,  April  9,  89. 
James  Tucker  Ghostley,  Bcikeley,  Jul)'  i  i,  86. 
William  Mundy,  Berkeley  Heath,  November  30,  89. 
George  Bennett,  Stock,  December  25,  ^y. 
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1861. 

There  were  40  burials:  in  the  yc;ir  1861. 

Anne  Pearce,  Berkeley,  January  19,  82. 
Hester  Kemmett,  Halmore,  January  27,  87. 
fSarah  Nash,  Tliornbury  Union,  February  25,  80. 
Mary  Reynolds,  Berkeley,  March  16,  83. 
Sarah  Eddie,  Wanswell,  June  i  i,  82. 
fohn  Oldland,  Woodford,  June  22,  85. 
Sarah  Woodward,  Halmore,  July  19,  95. 
Anne  Screen,  Woodford,  Se]Ue]nber  1 ,  90. 

1862. 

There  were  56  burials  in  the  year  1862. 

John  Barton,  Newport, January  17,  85. 
Mary  Taylor,  Wansv/cll,  February  14,  80. 
Christopher    Ga/,ard,   Thor)ibury    Union,   February 

,8,84. 
Betty  Bow,  Thoriibury  Union,  May  20,  85. 
Richard  Cornock,  Berkeley,  June  22,  80. 
Alice  Millard,  Purton,  July  24,  86. 
Prudence  Lawrence,  Kitts  Green,  August  4,  87. 
Samuel  Grafton,  Halmore,  October  9,  87. 
Sarah  Ballinger,  Heathfield,  October  i  ^,  86. 
Hester  Cornock,  Berkeley,  October  26,  81. 
Hannah  Smith,  Wanswell,  November  29,  89. 
Lois  Lawrence,  Berkeley,  December  25,  8j. 
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1863. 

There  were  56  burials  in  the  year  1863. 

Giles  Powell,  Hinton,  February  9,  82. 
■Richard  Spillman,  Stock,  March  6,  Si. 
Hannah  Michcll,  Berkeley  Heath,  March  25,  85. 
William  Cooper,  Berkeley,  June  20,  85. 
John  Pick,  Peddington,  November  10,  82. 

***   The  earliest  Register  Books  begin  January  8,  181 3,  pre- 
vious to  that  date  the  books  are  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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Chapter    IV. 


THE    CASTLE. 

"  This  castle  hath  a  pleasant  scat ;  the  air 
Nimbly  and  sweetly  recommends  itself 
Unto  our  gentle  senses.'' 

Macbeth,  Act  /.,  Scene  VL 

RuDDHR  .says,  "The  castle  was  begun  in  the  17th  year 
of  King  Henry  the  First,  by  Roger  dc  Berkeley  (the 
second),  and  finished  by  Roger  tlie  third  in  the  reign 
o{  King  Stephen." 

The  Saxon  Chronicle  (p.  223)  states,  that  "King 
Henry  the  First  wa.s  at  Jierkcleyin  the  Easter  of  1 1  2  i  ;" 
four  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  castle. 

From  Dugdale  the  Author  finds  that  this  Roger  was 
barbarously  and  perfidiously  used  by  Walter,  brother  of 
Milo,  Earl  of  Hereford,  and  A'iolently  ejected  out  of 
his  castle  at  Berkeley. 

It  is  apparent  from  these  evidences  that  there  was  a 
castle  here  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  First. 
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Mr.  Smyth,  who  wrote   "The   Lives  of  the  Beiie-- 

leys,"  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  not  one  here,  1;ul 

that   Durslcy   was  meant,    where    there    vva^^    a    ca^^llc 

'    before  the  Conquest,  the  residence  of   thc^e  Bcr!sele).s. 

TJiis  Author,  referring  to  a  deed  in  the  castle,  sa}'s  : 

i    — '*3n   the   southest  end   of   the  towne  is  seated   tlie 

I    castell  of  Berkeley,  a  great  part  whereof  w:is   built  out 

I    of  the   mines   of   the   Nunnery,   which   stood  in    the 

j    same  place,  which  was  demolished  by  the  practise  of 

I    Earle  Godwin,  in  the  time  of  Edward   the  Confessor. 

!    The  buildinge  of  this  castell  was   by  King  Henry  the 

1    Seconde,  in  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  while  the  said 

Henry  \va:>  Duke  of  Noruiaiid)',  as  pLiinl)   .ippeai's  by 

'    a  tieed  of  the  said   Duke  IIenr)'s,  made  to  llobert,  the 

Sonne  oi    Harding,   wherein    the   duke   dotlie  aeknow- 

'    ledge  to  have  covenanted  with  the  said  Robeit  to  buila 

for  him   there  a  castle,  accordingc  to   the  will  oftlie 

said  Robert;  and  then  gave  his  oathc   to  perform   the 

same  ;  as  did  also  nyne  other  noblemen  with  the  duke. 

And  to  see  this  building  the  better  performed,  the  said 

Duke    Henry,   not    long    before    the  deatlie    of   King 

Stephen,  came  in  person  to  Berkeley.     Howbeit,  it  is 

certain  that,  at  this   hrst  building,  the  castle  contained 

no  more  than  the  inmost  of  the   three  gate-,  and    the 

buildingcs  within  the  same  ;  for  the  two  utmost  gates, 

and  all   the  buildings   belonging  unto   tliem,  save    the 

Keepe,    were    the   additions   of  Lord    Maurice,   eldest 

Sonne  of  the  Lord  Robert,  in  the  latter  eii-l  of  King 

Llenry  Secund,  and  of  Lord  Thomas,  the  seconde  of 
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that  name,  in  Edward   IT.,  and   of  Lord  Thomas,  the 
third  of  tliat  name,  in  Edward  J  IE" 

From  this  account  it  appears  that  tlie  present  castle 
was  imdoubtedly  founded  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  King  Stcplien. 

The  reader  must  judge  for  himself  whether  there 
was  a  castle  here  before  or  not.  The  fact  of  the 
Cerkeleys  ha\'ing  a  castle  at  Dursley  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  have  had  another  at  Berkeley.  Indeed, 
the  Author  thinks  it  very  possible  that,  awmg  to  tJie 
civil  wars  between  the  Empress  Maude  and  Stephen, 
Roger  de  Berkeley  did  erect  a  castle  liere,  however 
small,  and  that  it  was  demolished  by.EIeniy  IT.,  when  I 
he  deprived  this  Roger  of  his  Barony  and  Manor,  and 
ga\e  them  to  his  opulent  friend,  Robert  Eitzharding. 
At  all  events,  the  o)-igbial  portion  of  the  present  castle 
was  founded  by  Menry,  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  came 
in  1 1  54  to  superintend  its  construction. 

It  is  a  line  ;>tructure  of  the  fetidal  tin.ies,  and  one  of 
the  few  buildings  of  that  period  which  is  still  preserv  ed 
from  ruins.  It  stands  on  a  rising  eminence,  and  over- 
looks an  extensive  surfice  of  rich  and  level  pasture 
land.  The  battlements  command  a  more  extended 
view:  the  eye  ranges  over  a  large  tract  of  open,  flat 
coimtry,  thickly  ornamented  with  rich  woodland,  and 
bounded  by  distant  hills,  and  tlie  ri\'cr  Severn,  (j|- 
which  latter  there  is  a  beautiful  prospect. 

A  delightftd  \'icw  is  obtained  of  Stluchcoiiibe,  Niblc)', 
I    and  Wotton  hills,   Tortworlh   Court,  ard   the   Monu- 
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I  ment  at  Hawkcsbury  Upton.  TJ.c  WyndcM  on  tlic 
I  Wye,  and  the  Forest  of  Dean  are  a.L:o  seen. 
I  Its  presort  form  approaclics  nea.-est  to  tJiat  of  a 
!  Circle,  and  the  buildings  are  enclosed  by  an  irregular 
I  courtyard,  a  dry  moat,  and  terrace,  w.th  a  straigiu 
j    bowhng-green. 

It  appears  that   the  ongj^j,/  casde  in  Robert  Fit/- 
hardmg's  dme  consisted  of  the  Keep,  and  the  Gateway 
which  joins  it.     After  passing  through  this  Gateway 
the  Keep  ,oas,  and  />,  approacJicd    by  a  sidelong  ihght 
j    of   steps,   ovxr  wliich    is  the   Guard-room,  ,0,0   called    ' 
,    Kmg  Edward's  Room.     At  the  top  of  the  steps,  on  the 
Icir,  IS   the  grand  doorwa) -a  line  Norman  arch,  and 
I    'f   ^^  ^''-   ^'   ^^"^'^^^^^t    ^^'  tiK-    Nunnerv.       Proceeding 
j    thioiigh    this  archway  to  the  south,  the   visitor  arrives 
I    at  the  Dungeon.  Tower.*    in    which  is    the  Dungeon 
i    CJiamber,  and   underneadi  it   the   Dimgeon,  which   is 
twenty-eight  feet  deep.     South^vai•d  is  anotlier  to^ver 
called  The  Lady's  Hold.      Westward  is  a  tower,  called' 
TJiorpe  s.     The   fourth,  or  Northern  Tou'er,>.,,,.;-A 
a  chapel,  is  now  the  Muniment  or  Evidence  Room 
where   the   documents   of  the   family  are   kept      The- 
Kitchen  was  in  the  wall,  with  a  sti-ong  external  abut- 

•  Dun.eon-Fr.  Do.geox,  oa  Lonjon-:,  dun^a^on.  (Lo  Mron.-e.t  touer 
or  place  m  a  ca.tle,  vLere  pmonera  were  wont  to  b!.  U-pt 

Prisoners  being  usually  confined  in  these   .Iron,,   towcrn    the  word 
nZr'  was  appned  to  other  .tron,  clo.e  r^lace.  or  Cn.inen/en    or. 
pnsonnient.     Dongeon  is  used  by  Chaucer  •- 

.     .  d  unedh.  enter  into  so  foulo  a.;.„,.o.,  and  nan.ely  a  prison,  without 
leaue  of  ,ny  keepers. >'-tV.a.ar.    '^  Tkc.mtan.cut  .^- lJ^' ^,  ; 
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mcnt  on  the  outside.  Tlic  Keep  wds  roofed  in  by 
leads,  /:u-:u  uncovered  :  it  has  evidently  undergone  j^rcat 
alterations. 

At  the  present  day  the  intcric^r  of  the  Keep  is  a 
grass-plat;  and  in  the  wall  on  the  south  side  there  is  a 
large  opening,  no  doubt  the  demolition  ol  the  Civil 
Wars  in  1645,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  castle, 
then  a  place  of  residence,  defenceless.  About  1255, 
Maurice,  Lord  Berkeley,  beautified  the  east,  south,  and 
west,  with  walks  and  gardens. 

In  1326  and  1327,  Thomas,  lifth  Lord  Berkeley, 
enlarged  the  Casde  ;  and  in  1344.  and  1345,  tliis  Lord 
built  that  part  oiuside  the  Keep  on  the  north.-e.i.-t  side, 
adjoining  the  great  kitchen,  and  gave  to  the  ca;tle  its 
present  circular  form. 

In  the  sixteenth  century,  Henry,  Lord  Berkeley, 
built  the  stone  bridge  to  the  fir^t  entrance,  where 
before  was  a  drawbridge  ol'  timber. 

This  entrance  leads  into   the  outer  court,  where  the 
Keep  and  'I'horpe's  Tower  present  a  very   imposing 
j    appearance. 

I  There  is  another  encrance,  on  the  north,  into  this 
court,  over  a  stone  bridge,  now  disused  :  it  leads  into 
the  adjoining  park. 

The  second  entrance-gate  defends  the  Inner  Court, 
and  joins  the  Keep:  here  are  the  residence  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  apartments  of  his  retainers.  \\\  this  gateway, 
the  groove  of  oiie  portcvilli;:  is  visible. 
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"  Tlicre  stands  the  castle,  by  yon  tutl  i^f  trees," 

Ricb.ird  IL,  Act  IL,  ^ur:e  JIL, 


said   our  ercac  Bard   upwards  of  iv.o   couurics  and 


U] 

lialf  ago,  and  the  Aiulior  c]iics[ioiis  iHt  lias  tliangi.. 
appcai-anco  one  iotii  since  that  time. 


The  Dii.'ing-Room, 

[In  the  late  Earl's  time  the  J  I.  J  I.) 

This  is  h)fty  and  capacious,  and  was  built  in  the 
reign  of  I'Mward  the  Third.  It  lias  been  the  scene  of 
revelry  and  feudal  pomp.  It  is  3 2  J,  f:et  in  height, 
62  feet  lon^;,  auLl  32  (let  wide.'' 

It  has  undergone  no  alteration  of  importance  since 
the  late  Earl's  death  beyon.d  the  erection  i^hy  the  pre- 
sent Lord)  of  a  handsome  carved  oak  screen  across  the 
lower  end.  Ir  is  now  warmed  by  flues,  furnisiied, 
carpeted,  and  used  as  a  Dining-room  by  the  famdy. 

On  one  of  the  tables  lies  a  Russian  musliet,  taken  at 
the  Battle   of   Inkerman   by  Lieutenant   (now   Major)    j 
Maxse,  a   nephev/  of  Lord  Fitzhardinge,   who  greatly    ' 
distinguished  himself  in  the  late  war. 

At  one  end  is   the  accustomed  dais,  elevated   abo\e 


*  The  wiitor  of  an  article  iu  the  Leisure  Hour,  Part  XVI.,  Apiil,  hut 
pabli:;hfd  .M;iy  2,  1853,  Nu.  (.6,  p.  2-5,;,  ha^  ecr^/  Lrr^jn'orsly  ^.tatL■a  the 
llall  to  be  "more  than  90  tVet  long  and  ;50  wide," 

The  Auth(»r,  in  the  year  1851!,  nrtasured  tlie  HaU  hi  ■■  .-elf,  xwA  lie  has 
recently  had  it  measured,  which  measure. i.ent  a;,  i  uct'  with  lii.s  own,  lo  that 
the  reader  muBt  receive  the  iihove  account  i\<  ihe  corrcc.  ui.e. 
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I  the  floor,  and  a  very  antique  fireplace.  At  the  oppo- 
!  site  end,  i'acinij  tlie  dais,  is  a  small  gallery,  lormcrl)' 
•  Used  by  the  musicians,  and  behind  it  a  pointed  window 
j  of  modern  insertion,  which  reaches  to  the  root.  Idie  - 
'  walls  are  decorated  wiih  swords,  banners,  figures  in 
ancient  arniuur,  bucLlers,  cross-bows,  and  marclilocks. 

I  "Let  me  wander  in  tlie  Hail,  ■  ■ 

!    ■  Round  wliuiie  antitjuc  visa-'d  wali  • 

Hangs  the  armour  BritoKi  v/ore, 
i  Rudely  cast  in  days  of  yore." 

i 

There    are   four  windows,  of  modern   iniroJ.uction,    ; 

looking  into  the  inner  court,  whicli  exi^end  to  the  com- 
I  nieneeirieiu  ot"  tlic  ro.'t",  coniainirxg  a  well-executed 
j  series  of  heraldic  sliields,  emblazoned  with  tlie  alliances 
I    of  the  Berkeley s  for  many  generations.  ; 

On  the  opposite  side  there  are  two  windows  looking    I 

on   the   terrace  :    there    zvere    three^   but    the   third    is    [ 

stopped  up. 


The  Drawixc-Room, 

(/«  t/:e  late  EaiTi  t'-mt  the  Di/iijiir-Rcor/:.) 

This    room  is   spacious,  and    wainscoated   witli    fine  | 

oak  panels.  [ 

A  couch  of  ebony,  ^vhich   formerly  b-elonged   to  the  : 

celebrated  Sir  Francis  Drake  is   here,  luit  his  bedstead  I 

and  chairs  of  the  same  wood  are  in  another  part  of  the  | 

castle.  1 
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The  walls  are  covered  witli  full-length  portraits  of" 
j    the  Berkeley  family,  and   others,  with  owe  of  Ouecn 
Elizabeth,  let  into  the  paneling.      There  is  a  fine  copy 
I    of  Rubens'  "  Tribiite-Money,"  over  an  elaborate  fire- 
place. 
j        In  one  corner  is  a  recess,  being  part  of  a  small  tower, 
I    in  which   is  a  collection  of  scarce  and  antique  china. 
I    In  it   was  placed,  a  lev/   years  ago,   the  sil\  cr-lramed 
mirror  and  silver  toilet  equipage  service  which  formerly 
belonged    to    Queen   Elizabeth.      They    were   l^rought 
frojn  Cranford,  and  came  into  possession  of"  the  Bcrkc- 
leys   from  Lord  Hunsdon,   whose  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Carey,  married  Lord  Berkeley. 

This  room  is  Jiczv  used  with  the  two  next  rooms, 
which  were  in  the  late  Earl's  time  the  Drawing-room 
and  Music-room,  as  a  suite  of  Drawing-rooms. 
I  The  second  Drawing-room  is  very  elegantly  and 
I  tastefully  furnished.  In  it  there  is  a  beautiful  old 
I  cabinet,  inlaid  with  torioiseshcll ;  some  very  beautiful 
■    pictures  and  family  portraits. 


The  Chapel. 

This  chapel  was  built  in  the  reigTi  of  Edward  the 
Third.  • 

Its  windows,  narrow  and  stained,  are  set  in  the 
thickness  of  the  wall,  and  overlook  the  terrace. 

The  roof  is  of  v^'ood,  painted  black,  and  suppoiied 
by  corbels,  which  are  in  excellent  preservation. 
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On  the  altar  stands  a  small  marble  rclJcjo  of  a  Roman 
sacrifice. 

On  one  side  of  ir  is  a  low-legged  carved  chair,  said 
to  have  belonged  to  Queen  Anne. 

In  front  of  it  stands  a  lectern— a  large  bron/e  eagle, 
supporting  on  its  back  and  wings  a  black-letter  Prayer- 
book  and  Bible,  bearing  date  1633  and  1640. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  chapel,  raised  considerably 
above  the  floor,  is  the  gallery  for  the  family. 

This  chapel  is  used  for  family  prayers. 

The  Chalice,  or  Godwin  Cup. 

Mr.  Marklovc,  in  his  "Views  of  Berkeley  Castle," 
gives  the  following  account  of  this  cup,  but  does  not 
state  whence  he  obtained  his  information  : — 

"  This  was  a  favourite  cup  of  Earl  Godwin's,  from 
which,  on  every  morning,  he  used  to  quaff;  but,  as 
the  legend  runs,  he  neglected  once  his  usual  custom, 
and  on  that  day  the  sea  swallowed  up  the  chief  of  his 
estates,  now  known  as  the  Godwin  Sands.  May  the 
Lord  prosper  us." 

The  truth  is,  the  Godwin  Sands  were  formerly  part 
of  the  estate  of  the  famous  Earl  Godwin  ;  but,  through 
neglect  of  keeping  the  walls,  &c.,  in  repair,  the  sea 
overflowed  them  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  William 
Rufus,  or  the  beginning  of  that  of  Henry  the  First. 

This  is  an  elegant  and  elaborately  embossed  silver 
cup,  and  is  gilt  with  gold. 
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I  On  the  top  of  the  cox'cr  oursidc,  under  the  hall  and 
I  cross,  are  emblazoned  tiie  RoyaJ  Arms  of  James  the 
'    First. 


m7TfTT.'i"iT|  i:;'Trfim!li 


THE    CHAOCE,    OR     GODWIN     CUl 


Inside  tlie  cover  is  engraved  :-— 

I       "Earl  Godwin,  anno   ig66.-.Ncw  gilt  for  the  present  Earl  of 
I  Berkeley  \s  coming  of  age,  anno  1766." 
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TIic  former  part  o\   this   iiiscrip.tioii  is   evidently  an 
error,  ;,ince  Earl  Godwin  died  in  tiie  }'ear  1053. 

In  the  bottom  of  the  eup  are  tl;c  Arms  of  Berkeley. 


King  Edward's  Room. 

"Mark  the  year,  ami  mark  the  night, 
'  'WJien  Severn  bhall  re-echo  \\\i\\  alTright, 

TIic  slirieks  i)f  death  through  BerkeK-y's'roofi  tiiat  ring  j 

Shrieks  of  an  agonizing  liing." 
'  Cray\  Bard. 

1        Tliis  castle  has  been  the  scene  oi  \  arious  remurLable 

transactions;   the   most  melancholy  of  which   was   the    ' 
I    barbarous  murder  of  Edward  tlic  Second,  in  1327. 
I        When  tlie  death  of   this  unfortunate  sov  ereign  had 
I    been  resolved  on   by  the  Oueen,  and  Mortimer   (her 
I    infamous    paramour),    he    was    removed    to     Berkeley 
!    Castle,  and  committed  to  the  custody  of  Tliomas,  third 
I    Lord  Berkeley.     Owing  to  the  humanity  with  which 
this    Lord  treated   the   captive  Monarch,  he  was  soon 
after  obliged   to  relincjuish   his  castle   and    }  riscjner    to 
Lord  Maltravers  and  Sir  Thomas  Gournc) ,  by  whom 
the   king  was  soon   afl:erW'ards  murdered,  through   the 
wicked  subtlety  of  Adam  de  Orleton,  Bi.diop  ol"  Here- 
ford,  who    wrote  unto   his   keepers   these  few  words, 
witliout  points  between  them: — '■'■  Eikvardmii  occldcre 
noUtc  timere  boniun  est :'"  that,  by  reason  of  iheir  dif- 
ferent sense  and  construction,  both  they  might  commit 
the  murder,  and  he  also  excuse  himself 
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j        These    enigmatical    words    have    been    tluis    trans- 
lated :— 

"To  murder  King  Edward  fear;  not  to  do  It  is  pral'.cwortliv." 
"To  murder  King  Edward  fear  not;  to  do  it  it,  praiseworthy. " 


And  again  :- 


"To  seek  to  died  King  Edward's  blood  .  j 

Refuse  to  fear  I  think  it  good."  i 


This  last  sense  the  Bishop  desired  his  words  miglit    | 
be  understood  in,  as  indeed  they  were. 

Thomas  dc  la  More,  who  was  Privy  Councillor  to 
Edward,  and  wrote  his  lilb,  sa)s  that  rhj  murder  was 
committed  with  a  j^himbcr's  iron: — "  Cu?",  tlrru  plinn- 
berri  intenie  ignitoj'  Sec. — P.  603. 

Walsingham,  in  his  history,  says  : — "Ipso  prostrato,  et 
sub  ostio  ponderoso  detcnto  ne  surgeret,  diim  tor  tores  i?npo- 
ncrent  cornu  in  uno  suo  (quod  dictu  vcrccundum  est)  et 
per  foramen  imjnitterent  ignitum  veru  in  viscera  suar 
—Page  127. 

And  P-Iolinshed  says  : — "  His  crie  did  move  many 
within  the  castell  and  town  ofBirckelei  to  compassion, 
plainly  hearing  him  utter  a  waileful  noyse,  as  the  tor- 
menters  were  about  to  murder  him:  so  that  dyvers 
being  awakened  thereby  (as  they  themselves  confessed), 
prayed  heartilie  to  God  to  receyve  his  soulc,-when  they 
undcrstodc  by  his  eric  what  the  matter  mcnt." 

The  suftlrings  this  poor  Monarch  went  through,  and 
the   indignities    he    suflercd,    may    have    been    in    the 
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r.iind  of  Shakespeare,  Aviicn  he  wrote  tliat  inelaiicholy 
passage  phiccJ  in  the  mouth  of  a  similar  sailercr, 
Richard  ir.:— 

"Let  us  sit  upon  the  groui\;]> 
And  tell  sad  stories  ot  the  death  of  k\n-^i.'' 

Richard  If.,  .-Jet  III,  Sufic  II. 

After  his  death,  Ahliot  Thokey  had  tlic  courage  to 
go,  attended  by  his  brethren,  solemnly  robed,  and 
accompanied  b)'  a  procession  from  the  City  of  Glou- 
cester, and  claimed  tlie  body  for  burial,  wliich,  with 
the  obicrvaijce  of  all  possible  respect,  he  conveyed  in 
his  own  chariot,  <//^.':r/.'  ly  sfjgs,  to  the  Abbc)',  Avhcrc 
it  was  buried  wit!i  becoming  solemnit\  . 

The  south  aisle  of  this  Cathedral  Church,  was  re- 
built by  the  offerings  which  devout  people  made  at  the 
shrine  of  King  Edward  II.,  which  were  so  large,  that 
I  the. Register  of  the  Abbey  says,  "If  they  had  been 
all  expended  on  the  church,  the)'  might  have  built  it 
h-om  the  ground  ;"  so  great  a  respect  was  paid  to  the 
memory  of  that  injured  prince. 

The  Ciiolr  of  thi.^  Cathedral  was  also  built  out  of 
the  pious  offerings  to  his  remains ;  and  the  votaries  to 
his  shrine,  for  some  time  after  his  death,  could  hardly 
find  room  in  the  cit\-,  so  great  was  the  concourse. 

A  small  apartment,  called  Edward's  Room,  over  the 
steps  leading  to  the  Keep,  is  pointed  out  as  the  room 
where  this  dire  cruelt)  was  perpetrated.  At  that  time 
all    the   light    it    received    was    from   ari-ow-slits :    the 
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\vindo\vs  hive  been  since  introduced.  A  j^lasicr  cast 
of  the  king'b  bust  kept  heix-  is  taken  from  his  efligy  on 
the  tomb  in  Gloucester  Cathedra] ;  and  what  is  shown 
as  the  implement  of  torture,  is  evidently  nothing  more 
than  an  old  fencing-fjil. 
•  It  is  advanced  by  tlie  late  Mr.  Shrapnell,  and  by  the 
Rev.  T.  D.  Fosbroke,  "  that  tlic  nuirder  was  com- 
mitted in  the  Dungeon-roorn  ;  and  that,  to  annov  and 
distress  the  captive,  his  keepers  put  putiil  carcases  and 
other  nuisances  in  the  dungeon  underneath  ;  and  the 
imfortunate  king  bitterly  complained  of  it  at  the  win- 
dow to  some  carpenters  at  work  upon  the  castle." 
Historv,  unfortunatel)',  does  not  inform  us  of  tlie  room 
in  \vhichilie  nuirdcr  was  committed;  and  Anticpaarians 
are  not  agreed  upon  the  subject,  whether  it  took  place 
in  Ed^vard's  Room,  or  the  Dungeon-room. 

The  Author  would  observe  liere,  that  the  king  being 
a  state  prisoner — Lord  Berkeley  being  allowx>d  ^5 
a-day  for  liis  expenses— would  have  the  castle  for  his' 
prison,  and  not  be  confined  to  one  apartment.  It  was 
customary  at  this  early  period  to  make  prisons  of  the 
gate-houses,  and  for  the  state  prisoners  to  occupy  the 
apartments  over  them. 

It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  Edward  occujned   the 
apartments   over   the  second  entrance,  and    was   mur-    ! 
dered  there,  from  whence  it  is  more  likely  his  screams    I 
would    be  heard  by  the    townspeople   than    if  he   had    I 
been  murdered  in  the  Dungeon-room  or  Cniard-room.      I 

After  the  murder.  Lord  Berkeley  was  arraigned  as  a 
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participator    in    the    foul    deed,   bur    was  lionourably 

acquitted   by  his  Peers  of  being  accessory  to  Edward's 
death. 


The  Lady's  Hold. 

This  is  tlie  portion  of  the  castle  to  which  the  feiViales 
retired  for  safety  ;  it  consists  of  chamber  above  clianiber, 
the  upper  one  opening  on  the  leuJs  over  the  second 
entrance  or  gateway. 

Here  was  the  promenade  of  tlie  ladies,  and  occa- 
sionally of  the  state  prisoners. — -IVh.ir ton's  Poetry, 
III.,  13. 


Thorpe's  Tower, 

Nozv  the  Flag  Tower,  is  called  from  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Thorpe  {iO':g  since  extinct)  who  lield  their 
estate  at  Wanswell,  in  this  parish,  by  the  tenure  of 
guarding  it.  This  estate  is  nozv  the  property  of  Lord 
Fitzhardinge.  This  tenure  has  a  parallel  in  the  case  of 
Staimton  Tower,*  in  jjelvoir  Ctstle,  Leicestershire, 
which  is  held  by  the  representative  of  the  family  of 
Staunton,  of  Staunton,  Nottinghamshire. 


*  Burke,  in  his  "  f-anded  Gentry,"  says,—"  There  is  an  ancient  custom, 
wlieii  any  of  the  Koyal  family  honour  Ik'lvoir  (-'a.^tle  wiUi  tiieir  i>rescnce, 
for  tlio  chief  of  the  Staunton  family  personally  to  appt'ar  and  pretfont  the 
key  of  tho  stronghold  of  tlie  castle  (called  Stauntua'n  Tower)  10  thj  Hoyal 
vibi'-ors," 

G    2 
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In  1342,  this  tower,  then  in  ruins,  \v:i3  ichuilt  by 
Thomas,  Lord  Berkeley.  From  its  summit,  \vhcn  Lord 
Fit'/hardinge  is  at  home,  waves  tlie  flag  on  which  are 
emblazoned  the  Arms,  Crest,  Supporters,  and  MoiU)  cf 
the  family. 


Nothing  more  of  moment  occurs  till  the  Civil 
Wars. 

During  these  wars,  Berkeley  Castle  was  besieged 
several  times,  and  surrendered  to  Cromwell's  fore^~,  in 
1645. 

In  the  Biuriothfci  Gloiiccstreiisls,  by  Jt)hn  Coi-bctt,  it 
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BcrkelcN   Casile  was 


now  the  (>nl\  considerable  fortress  between  CKnice:Uer 
and  Bristol  that  contrdned  a  royal  garri-oii,  and  Colcmel 
Rainsborough  w^as  sent  by  Fairfax  to  reduce  it.  He 
arrived  before  it  on  the  twenty-third  of  September, 
and  sent  in  a  summons. 

Sir  Charles  Lucas,  the  Governor,  returned  for  an.wer 
that  he  would  cat  horse-flesh  before  he  would  yield, 
and  man's  flesh  when  that  ^vas  done  ;  and  to  a  secoiid 
summons  he  gave  as  peremptory  a  reply. 

Then  the  assailants  applied  their  scaling-ladders 
against  the  Church  and  outworks,  and  stormed  them. 
Forty  men  were  slain,  and  ninety  taken  prisoners. 

And  when  the  Governor  saw  that  the  main  strength 
of  the  place  was  lost,  and  that  the  i)esiegers  were 
planting  their  ordnance  against  him  from  his  own 
works    wlfich   commanded    the   castle,    he   sounded   a 
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parley,  and  coininissiojicrs  were  sent  out  to  treat  of  a 
surrender. 

IMie  Castle  of  Berkeley  was  yiclvled  upon  these 
articles : — 

That  the  Governor  should  march  out  with  three 
horscs  and  his  arms,  and  not  above  £^o  in  money; 
I  every  iield-oilicer,  with  two  horses  and  but  £j  in 
I  money  ;  foot  captains,  with  swords,  but  no  horse  ; 
j  common  soldiers,  witliout  arms,  and  not  al)ove  5s 
!    a-piece. 

I        Five  hundred    horse    and   foot   marched   out   of  the. 
I    'j;nc  ;  and  eleven  pieces  of  ordnance,  a!id   six  months' 
provisions  i'ell  into  the  hands  oi  the  captors." 

The  castle,  however,  was  shortlv  restored  to  the 
Lord  ot  Jicrkeley  with  the  proviso,  that  it  was  to  remain 
in  a  defenceless  state. 

The  castle  and  town  have  suffered  much  from  time 
to  time  through  the  incursions  and  sieges  to  which 
they  were  exposed. 

"There  is  something,"  says  Whiiaker,  "in  the 
nature  of  all  privations  which  exposes  them  to  be 
burlesqued ;"  and  accordingly  a  Poet,  who  was  not 
in  love  with  hardships,  has  hit  upon  this  very  circum- 
stance :  — 

"  In  days  of  old  our  fathers  went  to  war, 
Expecting  sturdy  blows  and  hardy  farcj 
Their  beef  they  often  in  their  murrions  stcwM, 
And  in  their  ba:ket-hilts  their  bcveras^e  brew'd." 

Thus    much    for   the   castle  :   and   now   the    Autlior 
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resigns  the  Victor  into  the  hands  of  the  Housekeeper, 
who  shows  this  Baronial  residence,  which  has  stood 
seven  hundred  years;  and  conchides  l^y  borrowing 
tlie  expression  of  Jxicon: — 

"  It  is  a  pleasing  thing  to  sec  an  ancient  castle  or 
building  not  in  decay,  or  to  sec  a  fair  timber  tree  sound 
and  perfect:  how  much  more  to  behold  an  ancient 
lamily  which  luiih  stood  against  the  waves  and  weathers 
of  time ! " 
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Chapter    V. 


THE  BERKELEY  FAMILY. 

As  the  pedio;rcc  of  this  noble  house  is  in  e\■cl•^'  Peerage, 
it  will  be  unncce>,sary  to  gi^•e  it  Jiere.  I'he  Author 
will,  liowcver,  make  the  reader  acquainted  witli  tlic 
Founder  of  the  Barony,  and  also  lay  before  him  some 
Memoirs  of  those  personages  who  have  shone  con- 
spicuously in  the  annals  of  history,  not  recorded  in 
those  works. 

History  relates  that  an  ordinance  was  made  in  Den- 
mark that,  if  the  King  of  that  land  had  more  sons 
than  one,  the  eldest  should  sticcced  his  father  on  the 
throne,  and  tlie  younger  ones  should  be  sent  into  other 
countries. 

Thus  it  happened  that 

Harding,  second  son  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  was 

I   sent  into   England   to    King    William    rlie   Concjueror, 

I   unto  whom  tliis  King  gave  great  riche.,  and  sent  him 

I   to  Bristol  to  live  there  in  the  year  1069. 

I        He  was  Mayor  and  Governor  of   that   city,  and. 
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dying,  was    buried  there  i6  Ilcriry  {.,   i  i  i6  ;  and  was 
succeeded  by 

Robert  Fitzhardin-c;,  Jiis  eldest  son  and  licir. 
He  was  likewise  Mayor  and  Goveriior  of  Bristol  ; 
and  in  114.0  he  began  the  foundation  of  tlie  Abbey  uf 
St.  Augustine's  there,  wliich  he  dedicated  and  eii.hiwed 
April  11,  1148;  and  afcer\vards  became  a  Canon 
therLin.  He,  firmly  adhering  to  MauJ,  tl.c  I'anprc-.s, 
and  her  son  Henry,  Du!:'e  of  Norniandy  (afterwards 
King  Henry  II.),  whom  he  assisted  with  great  supplies 
of  money  in  their  war.s  against  King  Sicphen,  had  (in 
remuneration  of  his  fidelity,  and  service^  tlone  unto 
them,  in  their  great  ccnte.-ts  with  King  Stephen)  frojn 
the  said  Duke,  on  con^u'.g  to  the  throne,  the  w  hole 
Lordship  of  Berkele)',  and  all  that  terrir'My  thereabcnits 
called  Berkeley-Herness  ;  of  Avhich  lordship  and  terri- 
tory, Roger  dc  Berkelc}',  owner  of  Dursley,  was  then 
divested. 

The  grant  of  Berkcley-Herness  was  made  between 
September  7,  1 1 50,  and  October  29,  i  1 54.  The 
Hundred   of  Berkeley  was  appendatu    to    the    Manor. 

The  teN//re  zcas  by  iJarony,  and  Lord  Berkeley  took 
his  place  and  precedence  from  the  first  year  oF 
Henry  IL,  anno  1  154. 

This  Robert  Fit/harding  took  part  with,  ami  cn-ter- 
tained  at  Bristol,  in  1168,  Dermot  Mac  Murrough, 
King  of  Leinstcr,  with  sixty  of  his  adherep.is,  who  then 
solicited  succours  from  Henry  J  I.  to  assist  him  in  recov- 
ering his  kingdom,  from  which  he  had  been  expelled  by 
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the  kings  of  Mcath  and  Connaaght  ;  by  mciins  Llicrcof 
in  1 1 72  King  Henry  took  possession  of  Ireland. 

He  died  5  February,  11  70-71,  aged  y  ^  ;  buried  in 
St.  Augustine's ;  and  was  sueceedeJ  by  liis  eldest  sur- 
viving son, 

Maurice  de  Berkeley. 

He  was  the  frst  who  dwelt  at  Berkeley,  and  took 
the  name,  and  dropped  that  of  Harding. 

He  gave  !,ooo  mar!;^  to  King  Henry  H.  f jr  con- 
firmation of  the  grant  of  Berkeley  and  Berkeley-Her- 
ness. 

He  fortified  the  cattle,  and  took  in  pai't  of  the 
Churchy.ird,  f.r  wdfieh  the  Aldiot  ol  Sl.  Augusilne's 
])ro:;eeuievl  him  with  Chureh  censures. 

He  founded  two  hospitals ;  viz.,  Lorrenge,  between 
Berkeley  and  Durslcy,  and  Longbridge,  at  the  northern 
entrance  into  Berkeley. 

In  fact,  so  benevolent  were  the  early  members  of 
this  Jamily,  that  Smyth,  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Berke- 
leys,"  asserts,  an  assertion  corroborated  by  Fuller, 
*'that  they  have  been  tlic  greatest  benefactors  to  the 
Church  o['  the  whole  Nobility  of  England — no  less  than 
eighty  Kniglits'  fees  being  held  of  them  by  religious 
houses  ;  nor  is  there  scarcely  a  church  in  this  county, 
or  even  in  adjacent  counties,  where  tlie  Arms  in  the 
windows  do  not  denote  a  bcnefictic^n.  '^Jdie  liimily 
have,  on  this  account,  an  Abbot's  mitre  f 'r  a  crest." 

This  Loivl  died  i6th  Juiie,  1190,  and  was  buried  at 
Brentford,  near  London,  to  \vhich  church  he  had  been 
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a  great  benefactor.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
son, 

Robert  de  Berkeley. 

He  went  with  King  John  to  lIic  wars  in  France. 

He  and  the  rest  of  the  Nobles  having  been  nuich 
oppressed  by  this  King  demanding  large  sunisof  money 
of  them  for  rene\ving  charters,  escua^e,  and  otiier 
services,  took  up  arms  against  him,  and  tlierdiy  in- 
curred his  Majesty's  displeasure,  but  soon  after  re- 
covered the  Royal  favour.  Again  falling  from  his 
allegiance,  the  Castle  of  Berkeley  ani!  all  his  lands 
\vcre  seized  by  the  King:  only  the:  Manor  i)f  Cam 
was  ;dlo\ved  tor  Ifis  wifc'^  maintenance. 

Henry  111.  succeeding  to  the  crow  ii,  he  sued  for 
pardon,  and  had  all  his  estates  restored  to  him,  txtt'pt 
the  town  and  castle  of  Berkeley,  by  paying  a  fine  of 
^966  and  I  mark,  i  Henry  III.,  to  the  I'-arl  of  Pem- 
broke, Earl  Marshal  of  England,  and  Protector  of  the 
young  King. 

Fie  dying  13th  l\{fay,  1220,  without  issue,  about  55 
years  of  age  ;  buried  in  St.  Augustine's ;  was  succeeded 
by  his  brother, 

Thomas  de  Berkeley. 

He  complied  with  the  King's  will,  and  had  Ber!:eley 
Castle  and  town  restored  to  him,  8  Henr)'  III.,  1223. 

He  died  29th  November,  124.3,  aged  76;  buried  in 
St.  Augustine's;  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  .-.on, 

Maurice   de  Berkeley. 

This  Nobleman,  before  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
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two  years  with  King  Henry  III.  in  the  wars  in 
France. 

He  entertained  tliis  King  at  Berkeley  Castle  in  July, 
1256,  on  his  return  from  Bristol,  where  he  had  been 
on  a  visit  of  four  days  to  his  son  Prince  Edward;  and 
in  return  for  his  kindness,  Henry  III.  pardoned  this 
Lord  and  his  tenants  their  breaches  of  Assize  in 
merchandize  and  measure,  belonging  to  the  King  as 
Supreme  Clerk  of  the  Market,  and  forgave  him  his 
taxes  held  anciently  from  Manors  of  the  Demesnes  ol 
the  Crown.  He  accompanied  his  Majesty  against  the 
Welsh  in  42,  43,  and  44  Henry  III.  He  served  six- 
teen limes  in  j\M'>on  in  the  King's  war.s  ;  but  he  atter- 
Wards  adhered  to  the  rebellious  Barons,  lor  which 
insmrection  against  the  King  his  lands  were  seized  by 
the  Crown.  He  obtained  pardon  of  tlie  King  in 
1271. 

He  died  4th  April,  1281,  seized  of  the  Barony  of 
Berkeley,  which  he  held  by  the  service  of  three 
Knights'  fees,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Augu:.iine's.  He 
was  succeeded  by  liis  eldcot  surviving  son, 

Thomas  de  Berkeley. 

He  was  with  the  King  at  the  siege  ofKenilworth 
Castle,  in  October,  1266;  and  he  was  afterwards  in 
the  Welsh  wars  ;  for  which  eminent  services  he  had  a 
special  grant,  temp.  Edward  /.,  of  liberty  to  hunt  the 
fox,  hare,  badger,  and  wild  cat,  Avith  his  own  dogs,  in 
the  King's  forests  of  Mendip  and  Chase  of  Kingswood, 
except  bi  jnense  vetito,  fence  time. 
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Ilis  ainiia'mcnts   were   lourna)-s,  luuvking,  huining,    ■ 
and  agriculture  at  home.  '    j 

He  ^vas  at  the  battle  of  Evesham,  n-here  Simon  dc  ! 
Montfort,  the  great  Earl  of  Leicester,  was  slain;  he  ! 
was  engaged  in  tlie  French  uars  in  25  Edward  I.;  he  ' 
shared  in  the  victory  of  Falkirk,  gaiiK-d  22nd  July,  I 
1298  ;  lie  was  at  the  celebrated  siege  uf  Kaerlaverok,'  ! 
^^1  1300;  and,  lastly,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
I  fatal  battle  of  Bannockburn,  June  24,  13,4,  but  after- 
I  wards  obtained  his  freedon.  by  pa)ing  a  large  fme. 
,  He  went  mto  the  wars  twenty-eight  times. 
I         He  was    summoned    to    Parliament  as   a   I]::rou    hv 

^/>.V.  frcm  23rd  June,  1295,  '^^  I  ^'ili  M'y,  1321. 
j  'Jdiis  great  warrior  died  23rd  July,  1321,  a:ed  y6, 
seized  of  the  Castle  and  Flundred  of 'Cerkelev  Tburied 
in  St.  Ai.gtistinc's ;  and  was  succeeded  by  hh  eldea  son, 
Maurice  de  Berkeley,  second  Lord,\vho  jiad  sum- 
mons to  Parliament,  as  Lcrd  Berkeley,  if  Bcrkeln 
Cu.th,  irom  6th  August,  1308,  to  15th' May,  1321.  "     j 

Being  of  a  military  disposition  in  his  you'th,  Jie  ^vas 
in^sexeral  tournament.s  in   England;  an.l  'was  in  all  the    I 
Welsh,  Scorch,  and  I'lench  wars  with  his  ihtlier. 

His  Lordship  was  made  Governor  of- Gloucester  in 
1312  ;  the  King  committed  to  him  the  custody  of  the 
town  and  castle  of  Berwick-upon-l\veed  in  i  3  i  p  ;  he 
was  made  Justice  of  South  Wales  in  131  5,  and  had'  the 
keeping  of  all  the  castles  there;  and  in  '13,9  h,.  ,vas 
j  iiiade  High-Steward  of  the  Duchy  of  A>p,luiine,  and  a 
i    Baron    in  iiis    father's    lifetime.      On    hi.    return    /rom 
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Aquitainc,  he  joined  with  Thomas  Plantagenet,  Earl  of 
Lancaster,  and  other  Lords,  against  tlie  Spencers,  and 
laid  waste  all  their  estates,  and  caused  ihem  to  be 
banished  ;  but  the  Spencers  were  recalled  within  a 
year  by  an  Act  of  ParlianK-nt,  and  their  opponents 
declared  traitors. 

This  Lord  was  consequently,  in  1321,  connniued 
prisoner  to  Wallingford  Caitle,  and  all  his  estates  were 
forfeited.  He  died  there  31st  May,  1326,  aged  45,  but 
was  buried  in  St.  Augustine's,  and  was  sueceede^l  b\'  his 
eldest  son, 

Thomas,  third  Lord,  who  was  summoned  to  Parlia- 
ment from  14th  |une,  13-9,  to  20i!i  Nu\-er..ber, 
1360. 

To  this  Nobleman  the  custody  of  the  unhappy 
Edward  J  I.  was  committed,  and  whose  melancholy 
death  is  related  in  page  79. 

This  Lord  had  restitution  of  his  lands,  i  Edward  IIL, 
which  had  been  forfeited  by  his  father  joining  in  rebel- 
lion with  Thomas,  P^arl  of  Lanca.-.ter ;  and  he  had 
Berkeley  Castle  restored  to  him  when  the  Oueen's 
army  marched  from  Gloucester  that  \\\\y. 

This  Lord  was  always  in  arms  on  all  the  King's 
expeditions:  lie  was  at  tlie  battle  of  Cress),  in  1346, 
with  Edward  IIL;  at  the  taking  of  Calais,  31st  De- 
cember,  1348;    and   at   the   battle  of  Poiciier.-^,''  won 

*  The  fallowing  anecduto  i.s  extracted  from  rroi:-.-;irt'.s  account  of  the 
lirittle  of  I'oictiors  :— "U  liaiiiH-noil  ilint,  in  tlie  iiiid.st  of  the  genenil 
jiursuit,  a  biiuiro  fioiu  ricardy,  nauiuil  John  do  Heleiiinjs,  li;id  quitted  the 
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19th  September,  1356,  wliere  the  King  of  Fr;nicc 
was  taken  prisoner.  He  wus,  in  sJiort,  t\vent\-t\vo 
times,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  in  wars  with  the 
French,  or  Welsli,  or  Scotch. 


kiirj,''s  diviHidii,  and,  nieetiot;- liin  paj^o  with  a  IVosli  lun-.-f^,  Ijud  nnuiiited 
him,  and  made  off  as  fa&t  as  he  could.     At  that  time,  ihi-re  \v<ia  iiuar  to 
him  tlie  T-urd  of  Berkeley,  a  young  knight,  who,  for  the  lir.-it  time,  had 
that  day  di^iilayed  his  banner:  ho  immediately  set  out  in  pursuit,  of  !'im. 
When  the  Loid  Berkeley  had  followed  him  for  some  lit:le  tinie,  Joljn  de 
Ilelennea  turned  about,  put  hia  sword  undi-r  his  arm  in  the  nicuinLr  of  a 
lance,  and  thus  advanced  upon  the  Lord-  lierkeley,  who  taking  hi.s  .-word 
by  the  handle,  flourished  it,  and  lifted  up  his  arm  in  order  to  strike  the 
squire  as  ho  passed.     John  de   IlolenniJS,   seein;,'  the  intended  stroke, 
avoided  it,  but  did  not  miss  his  own;  for  as  they  passed  each  other,  by  a 
bhiw  on  the  arm  ho   m.ido  Lord   Berkeley's  sword' f.ill   to  tl.o  u'mund. 
UhiMi  Iho  knight  foni.d  (hat  Lo  had  lo.-t  his  sw-rd,  and  Ihut  the  ^-i'lire 
had  his,  ho  ili.^mounted,  and  made  for  the  iilaoe  where  hi.-,  sword  lay  ;  but 
he  cuuld  not  gel  there  before  the  squire  gave  him  a  viulei;t  thrusi  which 
pat<sed  tlirouLjh  b.'lli  Ids  thighs,  so  that,  not  being  able  to  help  himself,  ho 
fell  to  the  ground.     John  upon  this  dismounted,  rnd,  seizing  the  sword  of 
the  kniglit,  advanced  uri  to  him  andasked  if  he  were  willin;^-  to  surrender. 
The  knight  required  his  name:  '  1  am  called  John  de  IKlennes,'  said  ho  ; 
'what  is  your  name?'     'In  truth,  con.panion,'  replied  the  knight,  'my 
name  is  Thomas,  and  I  am  Lord  of  Berkeley,  a  very  handsome  ca.-tle, 
situated  on  the  river  Severn,  on  the  borders  of  M'ales.'    •  Lord  of  lierke- 
ley,' said  the  squire,  'you  shall  be  my  prisoner:  I  will  place  you  in  safely, 
and  take  care  you  are  headed,  for  you  appear  to  me  to  be  badly  wounded.' 
The  knight   answered,    'I   surrender    myself   willingly,   for   you    have 
loyally  conquered  mo.'    Ife  tJave  him  his  word  that   lie  would  be  Lis 
prisoner,  rescued  or  not.     John  then  drew  his  sword  out  of  tlie  kni-.ht's 
thif^liH,  and  the  wounds  remained  open  ;  but  he  bound  them  up  tightly, 
and,  placing  him  on  his  horse,  led  him  a  foot-pace  to  Chatol-IIerault. 
Ue  continued  there,  out  of  friendship  to  him,  for  fifteen  days,  and  had 
medicines  adminii-tered  to  him.     "When  the  knight  was  a  little  recovered, 
he  had  him  placed  in  a  litter,  and  conducted  him  safe  to  his  house  in 
J'icardy,  where  he  remained  more  than  a  year  before  he  was  quite  cured, 
though  he  continued  lame  ;  and  when  he  departed,  lie  paid  for  his  ransom 
six  thousand  nobles,  so  that   this  squire  became  a  knight  by  thu  great 
profit  he  got  fromthe  Lord  of  Berkeley."—  Vol.  II.,  chap.  IGO. 
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His  piety  was  as  eminent  as  his  valour,  for  he 
founded  several  cliantries  : — Amongst  which,  in  17 
Edward  III.,  lie  founded  a  Chantry  in  tlie  Chapel  of 
St.  Maurice,  at  Newport,  near  Berkeley,  endowing  it 
with  divers  lands  and  rents  jn  Berkeley,  Wotton,  and 
Alkington.  He  also  gave  to  the  Chantry-priest  of  our 
Lady,  in  the  Church  of  Berkeley,  and  to  his  successors, 
divers  land'^  in  Harn,  10  hold  an  Anniv  er^ary  on  the 
day  of  Petronilla  the  Virgin,  ior  tJie  Lord  iMaurice  his 
lather,  in  Berkeley  Church  ;  as  also  fur  iM.u'garec  his 
mother;  and  for  hinnelf  after  his  decease. 

His  Lordship  died  27th  Oci(jber,  1361  ;  buried  in 
Ik-rkeley  Cluirch  ;  and  ^^  as  succeeded  by  liis  eldest  -on, 
b)-  hi;.  lir.sL  wife, 

Maurice,  fourth  Lord,  who  was  born  about  tlie  end 
of  the  fourth  year  of  Edward  IlL 

In  1 1   Edward  IIL,  being  then   but  sc\'en   years  of 

age,   he   was  taken   into   Scotland,   by   hib   father,  and. 

j    there  knighted,  to  prevent  wardsliip  ;  and  the  )'ear  fol- 

I    lowing,  though   but  eight  years  old,  married  Elizabeth, 

the  daughter  of  Hugh  le  Despenser. 

This   Sir  Maurice  went  to  Granada  when  fourteen 

years  old,  and  stayed  abroad  two  years.      He  attended 

the     Black     Prince     into     Gascony,    and  ,  was     badly    I 

wounded  and  taken  prisoner   at    tJte  celebrated   Irattle    j 

of  Poictiers.  1 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury  obtained  leave  for  this  Lord    i 

I    to  come  to   England  ;  and   the   King  gave   liis   patent,    ! 

j   Eebruary  12th,  for   him  to  come  over  and    return  by    | 
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I  the  20th  day  after  Michaelmas;  and  lie  did  return, 
j  but  paid  for  his  ransom  _^i,o8o  of  J^ii^didi  money 
I    sterhng. — LIS.  Feel,  page  3S9. 

He    died  June    8,    1368,   ngcd    37;    buried    in    St. 
I    Augustine's  ;   and  ^vas  SL'Ccecded  by  ]iis  ehle^t  son, 
I         Thomas,  fifth  Lord,  being  tlien  fifteen  )ears  old. 

He  was  a  great  s(ddier,  Inttli  by  land  and  sea,  liaving 
been  in  all  tlie  wars  in  J^'rance,  Scotland, 'and  Wales.  | 
Jn  1403  he  was  made  Admiral,  when  Charles  tlie  Sixth  ' 
ot  France  sent  lOiCcs  lo  vJLnJowulw  \ ,  and  ihcv 
j  arrived  at  Milford  Haven,  where  he  burnt  fifteen  sail 
j  of  their  ships,  and  too',  i'ourteen,  on  lioard  of  whicli 
!  wa>  tlie  SeiK-.-chal  of  hr. ir.es,  lenJ  eight'oilieer  •  oi  w.^'n:, 
j    \\  horn  he  m.ule  [MMsoikis. 

',  He  enterta.ined  King  Richard  11.  at  Jj.ilsLlev  Castle 
I    in  I3!^7- 

j  He  was  a  great  lover  of  learning,  and  an  especial 
:  favourer  of  that  worlhy  j^crson,  John  Trevisa,  Vicar  of 
'  Berkeley,  in  his  time;  of  whom  Bale  gives  tliis  cha- 
!  ractcr,  that  he  was  f/r  >nulta  eruditlone  eitquc  cloquentia 
;  cliirtis.  Which  John,  moreover,  u'as  a  Canon  of  the  Col- 
;  legiatc  Church  of  Wcsibury,  Wilts,  and  tran.slated  into 
English  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  at  his  request. 

This  Lord   dying    13th  Jul}',    1417,   without    male 
issue,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew, 
I        Jamfs,  sixth  Lord,  the  only  surviving  son  of  James, 
I    who  was  brother  to  the  last  Lord  ('l^liomas). 

Li   consequence    of    the    large    estate    Cdp.cerned,    a 
I    lawsuit  was  carried  on  between  this  Lord  anil   his  p-os- 
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tcrity  with  his  cousin  Elizabeth,  heiress  of  the  last 
Lord  (Thomas),  and  her  posterity,  which  lasted  192 
years.  This  feud  was  carried  on  vvitii  great  violence, 
and  mucli  bloodshed  ensued. '  Amongst  some  of  the 
transactions,  the  following  occurred : — "  In  1  S  Henry  V., 
one  David  Woodburne,  with  divers  others  of  his  fellow- 
servants  of  their  master,  John  Talbot,  Viscount  Lisle, 
coming  to  Wotton,  served  this  Lord  James  with  a 
subpcena  for  his  appearance  in  the  Chancery,  and 
insisted  on  obeying  the  process.  This  Lord  James  not 
only  beat  the  parties,  but  '  zuill  he  r.ill  he'  inforced  the 
said  David  to  eat  the  jtz/^^^a';/^/,  wax,  and  parchment." — 
Tl/.V.  BcrkcUy,  page  488. 

'Jliis   Lord    died    22nd    October,    1463  ;    burieJ    in 
Berkeley  Church,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 

William,  seventh  Lord.  ! 

He  was  created  Viscount  Berkeley  21st  April,  148 1  ;  I 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Nottingham  in  | 
1483  ;  and  created  Marquess  of  Berkeley  28th  January,   i 

H^'  '  \ 

This  Nobleman   carried  on    the   lawsuit    with   his    | 
cousin    Thomas    Talbot,    Viscount    Lisle,    concerning   ' 
some  lands  claimed  by  the  latter  in  riglit  of  his  grand-    j 
mother,  Margaret,  Countess  of  Shrewsbury,  the  grand- 
daughter of  Thomas,  Lord  Berkeley,  who  died    1 3.th 
July,  141 7.     This  variance  rose  to  such  a  height,  that 
they  fought  the  celebrated   battle  of  Nibley  Green,  in    : 
1469,  wherein  Viscount   Lisle    was   slain,  being  shot 
with  an  arrow  through  the  mouth  <u  his  buiver  zuas  up.   j 
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This    Marquess    died     j^th    February,     1491,    and, 
leaving  no  issue,  his  own  honours   (which   he  Juid  pur- 
chased   of   King    Henry    VIL  and    hi.    cc-mniers,    by 
settling  his  castle- and  lands   upon   them)   ceased;   but 
I    the  Barony   of   Berkeley  should    have    passed    to    liis 
I    brother  Maurice,  had  not  the  Marquess,  in  anger  with 
j    him  for  not  marrying  a  person  of  honourab.lc  parentage, 
I    settled  the  Castle  of  Berkeley  and  the  lands   belonging 
j    to  that  ancient  Barony,  upon  King  Henry  VII.,  and 
I    the  heirs  male   of   his   body,  in   failure   of  which   t(. 
.   descend  to  his  own  right  heirs.      In  consequence  of 
i    this  conveyance,  his  brother, 

Maurk-k  (eh;luh   lluou    by   right)  enioycd   none  of 
the  estates,  and   was  entirely  deprived  of  the  Peerage. 
I    This  Maurice,  however,  obtaijied  his  .share  of  an  csuue 
I   wliich  devolved  upon  him  in  right  of  his  mother. 

He  lived  at  Thornbury,  and  dying  in  i  906,  aged  7 1  ; 
buried    in   Friers  Augustine,   London  ;  \vas    succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son, 
I        Maurice  (ninth  Baron  by  right),  ^vho  was   brought 
up  at  Thornbury. 

He  went  abroad,  and  became  a  great  soldier. 
When  he  was  in  England  he  resided  at  Yate,  and 
styled  himself  Maurice  Berkeley,  Esq. ;  but  ^vhen  he 
was  in  the  King's  service  he  styled  liimself  Maurice 
Berkeley,  son  and  heir  of  Maurice  Berkeley,  Lord 
Berkeley.  He  was  made  a  Knight  ol'  the  Bath  at  the 
coronation  of  King  Henry  VIIL  I 

This  Sir -Maurice   died  September    12,    1524,  aged    ] 
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57,  at  Calais,  and   was   hurictl   there;  and,  leaving  no 
issue,  was  succeeded  by  liis  hrotiicr, 

Thomas  (tenth  Earon  by  right),  who  was  likewise 
educated  at  Thornbury. 

He  was  Captain  over  a  body  of  men  at  the  cele- 
brated battle  of  Flodden  Field,  fought  gih  September, 
I  5 13,  and  for  his  signal  service  was  Knighted  in  the 
field  by  the  General,  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey. 
This  Sir  Thomas  died  22nd  January-  1  532,  aged  60, 
and  was  y/z-j/  buried  at  Mangotsheld,  but  iiftn-zvarih  re- 
moved to  the  new  tomb  wliich  he  had  erected  in  live 
Abbey  Church  of  St.  Augustine's,  i^-ibtol  ;  and  ^va^ 
succeeded  by  his  son, 

TiiOMAs  (eleventh  Jiaron  by  right),  who  was  broiight 
up  at  St.  Onier's,  France. 

He  died  at  Stone,  near  Dartford,  Kent,  19th  Sep- 
tember, 1535,  aged  29;  was  buried  there,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  posthumous  sou, 

Hi'NRY  (twelfth  Earon  by  right),  who,  upon  the 
death  of  King  Edward  W.  (the  last  male  heir  of 
Henry  V.ll.),  succeeded  as  heir  to  Berkeley  Castle  and 
lands,  Vv'hich  had  been  settled  upon  Henry  and  Ids 
heirs  male  by  the  Marquess  of  Berkeley. 

His  Lordship  was  summoned  to  Parliament  by 
Queen  Mar)^  in  right  of  the  ancient  Earony  of  the 
tamily. 

This  Lord  died  26th  November,  161 3;  buried  in 
Eerkclcy  Church  ;  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson 
and  heir. 
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George,  thirteenth  Baron,  K.B.,  and  son  of  Thomas, 
who  died  before  his  fatjier. 

^  He  died  loth  August,  1658,  and  was  succeeded  .by 
his  only  surviving  son, 

George,  fourteenth  Baron,  \vho  was  created,  nth 
September,  1679,  Baron  Mowbray,  Segravc,  and 
Brcaus,  Viscount  Dursley,  and  Earl  of  Berkelc)'. 

This  Nobleman  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Lords 
and  Commons  sent  to  the  Hague,  in  May,  1660,  by 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  present  their  humble  in- 
vitation and  supplication,  "that  his  Majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  return,  and  take  the  government  of  the 
kingdcMu  inro  lils  hands;  wlicrc  he  .should  hnd  all 
possible  atlcctiun,  dut\ ,  and  obedience,  from  all  liis 
subjects."— CZ//r/;././.'V  History  of  the  ChU  IVan, 
Vol.  ni..  Book  xvi.,  p.  600. 

"  They  presented  from  the  Parliament  ^'50,000  to 

I   his    Majesty,  to  defray  his  debts   with;   £10,000   to 

the    Duke   of   York,  and   ^^5,000    to     the    Duke    of 

Gloucester,   for    their    several  necessities;   as  presents 

from  \\\c\\\r~  Clarendon,  Vol.  III.,  p.  600. 

"The  King  embarked  for  England  May  24,  landed  at 
Dover  M*y  26,  and  entered  London  May  29,*  1660 
(the  anniversary  ol'his  birthday),  in  a  nu):,t  .splendid  and 

*  Although  Charles  II,  did  not  becomo  Kin{,'  de  fuclo  until  tbo  2iJth  of 
May,  IGOO,  his  rognal  years  were  computed  from  il.u  dialh  of  his  father, 
30th  January,  1049 ;  bo  that  the  year  of  Lis  rehtoration  is  called  the 
twelfth  of  his  reign.  This  was  done  under  an  opinion  of  the  Jud^'es, 
who  resolved,  that  from  the  instant  of  his  father's  death,  thou-jj  excluded 
from  the  kiu^^ly  office,  he  was  King  both  dejure  and  de-facto. 
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magnificent  manner,  and  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed 
King."_C/7/W,;,,  Vol.  III.,  p.  602.  liJinon  of  i^o-.    I 
Oxford.  ' 

This  Lord  was  in  great  favour  with  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  togctlier  with  his  nephew  Charles,  had  the 
principal  management  of  his  Royal  Hi-lmess's  family. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the 
reigns  of  Charles  IL,  James  IL,  and  William  III.' 
I        This  Lord   died    iz^th   October,  1698,  and   was  suc- 
I   cceded  by  his  eldest  son, 

I        Charles,  fifteenth  Baron  and  second  Earl,  K.B. 
I        He  was  summoned  to  the  House  of  Peers  as  Baron 
I    Berkeley,  of  Berkeley,  1 1  th  July,  1689. 

His  Lordship  died  24.th  September,  17 10,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  second,  but  eldest  survi\  ing,  son, 
James,  sixteenth  Baron  and  third  Earl. 
He  was  summoned  to  Parliament,  7th  March,  1704, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Dursley. 

He  was  a  distinguished  Naval  Officer  during  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne.  Jn  Sir  George  Rooke's  engage- 
ment with  the  French  licet  ofi~  Malaga,  i  y.h  Auguit, 
1704,  he  cominandcd   the  Boynt^  of  eighty  guns.     In 

*  He  was  Author  of  a  littlo  Look,  valuable  for  its  merit  as  well  as  its 
rarity,  entitled  "  Hi.toric:iI  Applications  and  Occasional  Meditations 
upon  several  subjocta.     1070,  12uio," 

"In  this  book  aro  eeveral  fitnking  inBtancos  of  tbo  testimony  wbich 
some  men  have  borne  to  tbe  importance  of  a  reliL-loun  hfe,  and  the  con- 
solation to  be  received  from  it,  especially  at  the  api.roacb  of  death."— 
Granger's  liioij.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,,  p.  ^12, 

The  above  work  was  reprinted  in  1SJ8,  by  C.  Richard-.,  St.  Martin's 
Lane,  London. 
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August  1707,  his  Lordship,  riding  at  anchor  before  ono 
of  the  Jsies  of  Hieres,  in  which  were  iliree  forts,  sur- 
prised the  strongest,  and  summoned  the  two  others, 
which  surrendered  at  discretion. 

This  Lord  was  succeeded  at  his  dece:i-;e  in  1736  by 
his  only  son, 

Augustus,  seventeenth  Baron  and  fourtli  Far],  K.T. 

His   Lordship    likewise    distinguished    himself"   as   a 

Military  OOiccr,  and  obtained  the  command  of  one  of 

the  regiments  embodied   to  march  against  the  Scotcii 

1    and  English  rebels  in  1745,  and   the   Pretender's  army 

I    was  defeated  at  Culloden,  1 6th  April,  1746. 

He  died  gth  januarv,  1755,  -'g^'J  .^9  ;  -nd  was  sue- 
ceedcvl  b)-  his  eldest  son, 

I'REDERicK-AucusTus,  eighteenth*  Earon  and  fifth 
Earl. 

This  Nobleman  was  constituted  Lord-Lieutenant 
and  Custos-Rotulortmi  of  the  County  of  Gloucester, 
and  of  the  Cities  of  Gloucester  and  Bristol,  Constable' 
of  the  Castle  of  St.  Briavcl,  and  Warden  of  tlie  Forest 
of  Dean;  also  Keeper  of  the  Deer  and  Woods  in  the 
said  Forest;!  and  High-Steward  of  Gloucester. 

*  The  writer  of  an  article  in  tho  Siaurda^i  Ma.,a  lue  fur  JuJyg-^  1C3C 
Vol.  1X„  p.  2t;,  HtateB  that,  this  Earl  i.s  Ucu-aad-tivaUldh  in  cicscen't  fvJx 
Kobert  Fitzhardiiig,  lir.t.  Lorcf  of  Herk.ley.  That  vriter  reckoned  the 
descent  from  the  feudal  tenure  of  Iterkel.y  Ca.tle.  nnce  the  tin.o  of 
Henry  II. ;  whereas  tho  Author  of  this  work  reckons  f.oui  the  creation  bv 
writ,  June  23,  12i}5. 


lun  wntta  : — 


t  Of /omfs  and  icoot^ci  (fallow  deer),  lullor  th ^,  ._ 

"  Tho  deer  tliereii,,  when  liviuK,  rai=e  the  stomachs  of  gentlemen  with 
their  sport ;  and,  when  dead,  allay  them  again  with  their  ile==h.     The  fat 


!  HISTORV    OF    BLR.KEI.EY.                                 IC?      i 

I  ■ 

He  died  8tK  August,  1810,  aged  65;  was  buried  in    | 

I  the  Sepulchral  Chapel  adjoining  the  Chancel  of"  Berke-    | 

I  ley  Church  ;  and  his  eldest  son,                                            i 

I  WiLLIAM-FlTZHARDlNGE    BeRKEI.EY,  .SUCCOcdcd    10   the     I 

1  Castle  and  Manor  of  Berkeley, 

i  He  presented  a  petition  to  the  Crown  lor  a  Writ  of 

j  Summons  as  Earl  Berkeley,  but  the  House  of  Lords  in 

I  1811   came  to  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  had   not 

I  substantiated  his  claim. 

'  He  was  created  Baron  Segravc   in    I031,  and    Karl    j 

I  Fitzhardinge  in  1841. 

His  Lordship  was  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Custoa-Rutu-    I 
lorum    of  Gloucestershire,  aiul    Colonel    of'  the   South    j 

;  Gloucester  Militia.                                                                   j 

!  He  died  unmarried,  October  10,  iSCT.ac'ed  70,  and 

i  was   buried   in   the  Sepulchral  Chapel  aforesaid.      On 

!  his  demise,  his  brother, 

i  SiK    Maurice  -  Fredmuck -Fi'JZHARiMKCi:   Berkeley, 


of  venison  is  conceived  to  be  (1  ut  I  would  not  have  deor-Btealera  bear  it) 
of  all  rteph  the  most  vij^'orous  nouriiilimont,  espociiilly  if  atteudtd  with 
'     that  essential  addition  \vhich  Virgil  couvjlcth  thorowitli— , 

'  InqdeiituricUris  Bacchi,  pinijuisque  fcri/\a;' 
(Old  wine  did  their  thirst  allay,  fat  venison  hunger). 

—Fuller's  Worthies,  p,  325,  Edit.  1GG2. 

Af-'ain,  lie  fcay:i : — 

"  But  deer  are  daily  diminished  in  England,  since  the  gentry  are  nccoa- 
Bitated  into  thrift,  and  forced  to  turn  their  pleaauro  into  protit,  Jam  aeges 
ist  ubi  Parcv.s  crut :  and  since  the  sale  of  lucks  hath  bicor.io  ordinary,  I 
believe,  in  process  of  time,  the  best  stored  iKuk  will  be  fouud  in  a  tOvk's    \ 
shop  in  London."— Fuller,  p.  325. 
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G.C.B.,   succeeded    to     the     Castle*    and     Manor     uf 
Berkeley. 

He  presented  a  petition  to  tJie  House  of  Louis,  July 
12,  i860,  claiming  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Baron  of 
Berkeley,  and  after  several  lengthy  hearings  of  this  claim 
the  Attorney-General  concluded  thus,  ''  Under  all  the 
circumstances^  Jie  must  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
claimant  had  not  made  out  his  case.  TJieir  Lordships 
then  adjourned  the  further  consideration  sih'c  Jie" — 
The  Tunes,  August  13,  i860. 

He    was    created    Baron    Fitzhardinge,    August    5, 
1861. 
'         His  Lordship  is  a  PriNV  Councillor,  an  Admiral,  and 
I    a  Magistrate  lor  Gloucestershire. 

I  \*  Thomas  -  MoRETON' -  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley, 
j  fifth  son  of  the  fifth  Earl,  de  jure  present  Earl  of 
\   Berkeley,  hut  lie  docs  not  assume  the  title. 


The  Atithor  having  now  finished  his  collection  of 
some  of  the  MeNioirs  of  this  illustrious  family,  thinks  he 

•  On  Wednesday,  IStli  February,  18C0,  tho  Priiicii  uf  ()riini;c  paid  a 
visit  to  this  ancient  sstrutturo.  A  troop  of  tlio  South  (iloucesterahire 
Ilassars  escorted  hi.s  Royal  Hii^LiieKS  from  Stone,  and  on  rcachini,'  the 
Castle  the  baud  of  the  Royal  South  Gloucester  Militia  jhiyed  (he  national 
Dutch  anthem.  The  I'dnce  v.as  received  by  Sir  Maurice  and  Lady  Char- 
lotte Berkeley,  and  the  party  staying  at  the  Cahtle— Lady  luuilyand  MiuB 
Poneonby,  Lord  William  Lennox,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  IJerkelay,  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Berkeley— were  presented  to  him.  After  visitin-,'  the  buildini;  a 
handsome  lunch  was  prepared  in  the  ^rand  hall,  and  ui\  takin^r  his  depar- 
ture the  heir  to  tho  throne  of  Holland  expressed  hia  high  i,'ratilicaiion  at 
I    the  reception  he  bad  met  with. 
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cannot  do  better  than  take   leave   with  the   words  of 
Scott: — 

"Names  known  too  well  in  Scotland's  war, 
At  Falkirk,  Mcthvcn,  and  Dunbar, 
Blazed  broader  yet,  in  after  years, 
At  Cressy  red  and  lell  Poictiers." 

Lord  of  the  hicsy  Canto  VI.,  25. 


ciq^^lp 


Chapter    VI . 


THE  FREE  SCHOOL,  BRIDEWELL  HOUSE, 


TnK  Frle  School.  . 

This  school  was  endowed   by  8amuel  TJiurncr,  Esq.,   | 
of  Thornbury,  in  tliis  county.  Bachelor  ol'  Physic  of  '\ 
Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford.     By  his  last  Will  and  Testa-   ! 
ment,  dated   October  5th,  1696,  he  gave  certain  lands 
in  the  parishes  of  Berkeley,  Rocklianipton,  and  Thorn- 
bury,  for  the  educating  of  poor  boys  and  girls  of  this 
town.     In  the  year  1856,  there  were  twenty-six  boys 
and  five  girls.     There  were  also  twelve  other  boys — 
three  of  the  town,  and  three  of  each  tything — educated 
in  this  school  b)'  the  endowment  of  John  Smith,  A.M., 
of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  in  the  year  17 17. 

The  house  on  Canon bury-hill,  formerly  used  for 
this  school,  was  the  property  ol"  Lord  Fitzhardinge, 
who  pulled  it  down  in  1861,  and  a  School-house  was 
erected  in  that  year,  opposite  the  Vicarage  Clo^e. 
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This  house  is  in  the  Jrands  of  Trustees  for  the  use  of    I 

the  school,  and  no  rent  \^  paid  for  it.  j 

There  arc  not    any  girls    educated   in   it    iiozu,   but    ■ 

j    about  thirty-six  boys.  j 


Lady  Fitzhardince's  Schools. 

These  schools  (adjoining  the  Wcsleyan  Chapel)  were 
built  in  1 86 1  by  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  by  whom  they  are 
supported,  and  more  thari  200  children  receive  a  good 
and  plain  education. 


1'hE    JjRIDEWELL    HoL'sE. 

This  house  was  given  by  an  unknown  Benefactor  for    \ 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this  town.     It  formerly  con- 
sisted of  tenements,  the  rental  of  which  from  1683   to 
181  3  varied  from  six  to  twenty  pounds  a-year. 

Being  in  rains  and  uninhabited,  it  was  pulled  down 
in  1856,  and  a  very  good  house  built  on  the  site  by 
the  /dtc  Earl  Fitzhardinge,  in  which  a  branch  of  the 
National  Provincial  Bank  of  England  was  established  in 
1862. 

The  ""J  own  House. 

This  house  was  likewise  given  by  an  un!:nown  Bene- 
factor for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this  town.  It  is 
still  inhabited,  the  rental  of  which  goes  to  liie  poor. 
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The  Market  House. 

This  is  a  good  and  subsiantial  stone  building,  and 
was  built  in  the  year  1824.  It  was  not  built  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Market  House,  but  nearly  opposite  to 
where  it  stood.  It  is  apparent  from  Dornc^day-bouk, 
that  there  was  a  market  held  in  this  town  in  the  time  1 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  also  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  A  grant,  however,  was  obtained  by 
Robert,  son  of  Robert  Fiizharding,  of  King  Henry  II., 
in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  to  hold  a  market  here 
every  Tuesday :  this  has  been  discontinued  for  many 
years. 

This  Market  House  is  now  used  for  the  monthly 
market,  the  first  Wednesday  in  every  month,  established 
in  1859,  ^^^  "-he  sale  of  cheese,  butter,  i^.x. 

The  room  above  it  (called  the  Town  Hall)  is  used 
daily  by  the  British  School  and  Young  Men's  Society. 
Occasionally  concerts.  Sec,  are  held  here. 


The  Police  Statiox. 

A  f/ezv  ?olice  Station  was  erected  in  1861,  in 
Canonbury  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Oflice.  Tliis 
is  a  handsome  building,  and  quite  an  ornament  to  the 
town. 

Petty  Sessions  are  held  /vn'  now,  instead  of  zvkcre 
they  used  to  be,  viz.,  at  the  IVhitc  ILirt  Ihk. 
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Trade. 

The  clothiers'  business  was  an  important  one  here 

for?ner/y,    but    it  ceased   about   forty-eight   years    ago. 

The-  cheese    business    was    also    carried    on    to    some 

extent,   but  this  likewise  terminated    about  the  same 

period.     The   trade  nozv  is  in  tanning,  malt,  timber. 

and  coal. 

A    LIST    OF    SOME    OF   THE   MAYORS    OF 

BERKELEY, 

collected    from  documents  in  the  Town  Chest  from 

1625  to  1727  inclusive,  and  from  the  Court  Leet  Rolls, 

in  the  Castle,  from  1750  to  1855  inclusive. 

NAMES.                                  YF.AKS. 

NAMES.                                   YEARS. 

William  Hale    .         .     1625 

John  Clarke                         1638 

1626 

1639 

1627 

1:dmund .          .      1640 

Thomas  Walker  .         .     1628 

1 641 

1629 

John  Walker                .     1642 

1630 

,643 

Thomas  Maulim  .          .      1631 

Tames  Roberts     .          .     1644 

William  Hale     .               1632 

1645    1 

Charles   ]ay         .               1633 

William  Smith    .          .      1646    ' 

1634 

Fkuhinando  Shawl       .      1647 

William  Laurence       .      1635 

John  Edwards                .      1648    , 

1636 

Joseph  Atkines    .          .      1649    \ 

William  Hawkins        .     1637 

Josias  Edmonds    .          .      1650 

I  lO 
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NAMKS. 

years. 

NAMES. 

YLAK5. 

Clemweil  Woodwakd  . 

165, 

Cornelius  Lawkknce    . 

.693 

1'hOMAS   I*EARC£      . 

1652 

Danieli.  Clarke  . 

1694 

Thomas  1'karce    . 

1653 

Gi'.cjRGE  Lewis 

if'VS 

Charles  S.mvth     . 

1654' 

Georhe  Leuis 

J  1.96 

Thomas  Nelme     . 

1655 1 

William  Neai.e   . 

1  097 

Richard  Tratman 

1656! 

James  Bailv 

169S 

Robert  Eswate    . 

1657 1 

John  Barker 

1699 

Thomas  Laurknce 

I65SI 

John  IJarker 

1700 

Thomas  Pearce    . 

1659 

Cor n e li us  Lawk  r n c e 

I  701 

David  Fretchett 

1660 

John  Vick   . 

i  702 

RlCHAkl)  Pali-mkr 

166 1  ! 

John  Tyler 

T  703 

Henkve  Lewes     . 

1662 

William  Bea'.en. 

1704 

John  Morris 

1663 

Arthur  Beaven    . 

I  705, 

Thomas  Pearce    . 

1664 

James  Watts 

1706 

John  Smyth 

1665 

Ldward  Lucas 

1707 

Daniei.l  Crome    . 

1666 

Daniell  Clarke  . 

I70S 

John  Collins 

1667 

Daniell  Clarke  . 

17^9 

i(H'S     rMMi-i.i.  P\cia'K  . 

l"IO 

I)  Willi   CiioMi:    . 

i(ib.;    Thomas  Hi  mn -    . 

1711 

1670  .  (Jilaiwah  Laii.1I  \ir.r. 

1712 

J  I)  UN   Nll.ME 

1671 

Obaimah  Lai(,h  \i.m: 

I713 

1672 

Thomas  Vaknham 

'7H- 

Samuel  Cowle     . 

•      1673 

Thomas  Varnham 

'715 

I'homas  Laurence 

•      1674 

John  Bayly 

1716 

Thomas  Laurence 

■      1675 

Mr.  Bayly  . 

•     J7'7 

Maurice  Attwood 

.      1676 

John  Pick    . 

.     1718 

Nathamell  Laurence 

1677 

William  Raymond 

•     '7'9 

Thomas  Beavan   . 

.      167S 

William  Raymond 

.     1720 

1679 

Richard  Palmeh  . 

.      1721 

1680 

William  Warner 

.     1722 

1681 

WlLIJAM   HooVFif 

•     1723 

1682 

Thomas  Deninc   . 

'7-4 

John  Somers 

•      1683 

James  Beaven 

•      17^5 

John  Pali.mer      . 

.     i6'34 

j  Rouert  Makki.ove 

1726 

Joseph  Tyler 

.     161^5 

1  ObaDIAH   LAU(iHAI(NE 

•     17^7 

Joseph  Tyler 

.     i6156 

.72S 

Mr.  Somers  . 

.     16S7 

1729 

Mr.  Cambridge    . 

.     16S8 

1730 

Naihamei.  Gardner 

.     i6«9 

1731 

Nathaniel  Lawrence 

.      1690 

1732 

Nathaniel  Lawrence 

1 69 1 

1733 

John  Smvih 

.      1692 
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NAMES. 

YEARS. 

'735 

1736 

1737 

I73S 

1739 

1740 

1741 

174a 

'743 

nu 

'745 

1746 

'747 

'74i^ 

1749 

Mr.  Samuel  .Stoker 

•     '750 

Richard  Smi  ih     . 

■     '75' 

K.OUKRT  Makklovk. 

•     '  7  S  - 

KoiiKR  r  Li  ovn 

•      '753 

IIkkry  Somfrs 

•     '754 

Alexander  Raymond 

1755 

John-  Laughakne  . 

•     1756 

Nicholas  Hickes. 

1757 

Nicholas  Hickes. 

1758 

Thomas  Peakce    . 

1759 

William  King     . 

1760 

Samuel  Pa.'<!:eu    . 

1761 

James  Prewat'i"  . 

1762 

Benjamin  Gotten 

1763 

Thom.^s  GwiNN      . 

1764 

William  Turner 

1765 

William  Parslow 

1766 

Thomas  Woolright 

1767 

John  Passi.ow 

1768 

Richard  Smith     . 

1769 

John  Kino  . 

1770 

William  Neale  . 

1771 

Jonathan  Halling 

'77* 

Alexander  JIavmund  . 

'773 

William  Spiilman 

1774 

Benjamin  Gotten 

'77S 

Thomas  Gwinn     . 

1776 

names. 
William  Parsiow 
Thomas  Woolright 
Wm.  Lau'renci:  Pars 
John  King  . 
William  Neale  . 
Jonathan  Hali  ing 

VVlLLIAM   SpILLMAN 

John  Summers 
VVm.  Lawrence  Parslow 
!  James  Prewati     . 
i  VViLLiA.M  Jovner 
I  William  Grafton 
;  Daniel  MARKi.;<vt; 
j  James  Russell 
\  John  Hopi:in<j 
I  Thomas  1*earck    . 
;  John  Bick    . 
■  J>>hn  Su.slmers 
i  William  [ovnkk  . 
j  William  Gkaki  on 
[  John  Makklove    . 
I  Thos.  Woolright,  Jun 
i  Henry  Jenner 
!  Thomas  Neat.e 

John  Halli^.g 
I  Thomas  Hickes     . 
\  Edward  Jenner,  NLJ). 
I  James  Simmonoj  . 
'  Daniel  MARKLovi 

Viscount  Dur^ley 

Robert  Pearce     . 

Thos.  Wool  rig  hi-,  Jun 

Henry  Jenner 

John  Phillips 

Tho.mas  Neale     . 

John  Hallinc;,  S^tn. 

M.  F.    F.    Kerkklev,? 
Captain  R.N.  j" 

Thomas  Hicicls     . 

George  Smi  i  h 

J.  H.  B.  Mor-.an  . 

LIdu  AKD  JkNNEK,    W.\). 


1  I   1 


^  EARS. 
1777 

I77« 

'779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 

'785 

J786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
I  791 
1792 
'793 
1-94 
'795 
1796 

1797 
179}^ 

'799 
iSoo 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1-809 
1810 
181 1 
1812 

iSi  3 

1814 
18,5 
1816 
.8.7 
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NAMES. 

YEARS. 

Robert  Peakce     . 

1818 

M.F.  F.  Eekkei.f.y,R.N. 

1^19 

R.FlTZHAKniNCEjKNNER 

i8ao 

WlI-LIAM   DUUERLV 

1821 

Robert  Norman  . 

1S22 

Timothy  Tratman 

1823 

IIenry  Makklove 

1824 

Chaki.es  Makklove 

1825 

George  Sm/th 

1826 

James  Gas tkeli.  Phii.li 

r-S     1827 

John  Sitek   . 

i828 

John  Spier  . 

1829 

George  Smith 

1830 

William  Day 

1831 

George  Seaborn  . 

1832 

John  H.  B.  Morgan 

1833 

Daniel  Sutton    . 

1834 

(omn  Cox  Mjckes  . 

'^35 

R.Fit/hakuingeJen.nei 

.      |8:;6 

Robert  Norman   . 

.      1837 

James  Drake 

1S38 

Timothy  Tratman 

•     1^39 

James  Gastkei.l  I'hh.li 

PS    1840 

NAMl.S. 

YEARS. 

John  Thorn 

I  841 

Thomas  Woolright 

1842 

Francis  Hand',     . 

1843 

Francis  Hanfj,     . 

1844 

E.DrinkwaterGiiostle 

Y     1845 

William  Pope 

1846 

William  Poi'e 

1847 

William  Smith    . 

1848 

Sticphen  Alpass  . 

1849 

Da'Niel  Sution     . 

1850 

John  Cox  Hicke;;. 

1851 

David  Legge 

1852 

William  Gaisford 

1853 

Thomas  Adam^ 

1S54 

Thomas  Woolright 

185.; 

Francis  Hands     . 

1856 

E.  D.  Ghostley    . 

18.-7 

John  Carv    . 

.     i8;S 

C(,L,  F.W.  F.  Ri.uKtLi 

•     iS,-9 

William  1'ope 

.     i860 

William  Pope 

,     i86i 

J.  G.  Phillips 

.     1862 

D.  Sutton    . 

.     1863 

Note.— Jfo  record  exists  of  the  names  not  given. 


Chapthr  vn. 


THE  WITCH  OF  BERKl^LEY. 

The  "Berkeley  Witch"  of  William  of  Malnieshury 
lived  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Conlessor.  She  was 
so  \ricked,  that  the  hends  are  reported  to  have  run 
a\va\'  \\\i\\  her  [x\W  from  iK-rkelc}'  Ouirch  in  the 
presence  of  the  Clerks  singing  for  her  soul!  The  fol- 
lowing legend  was  applied  to  this  place,  which  shall  be 
given  in  faithful  translation  from  William  of  Malmes- 
bury,  who  seems  to  have  been  the  original  authority, 
and  he  had  the  story,  from  an  eye  witness.  "  When  I 
shall  have  related  it,"  he  says,  ''the  credit  of  the  narra- 
tive will  not  be  shaken,  though  the  minds  of  the  hearers 
should  be  incredulous,  for  I  have  heard  it  from  a  man  of 
such  character,  who  zvonld  swear  he  had  seen  it,  that  I 
should  blush  to  disbelieve." — Slhirp/s  JViUhvn  of 
Miibnesbun,  p.  264. 

"A  woman  used  to  reside  in  Berkeley,  accustomed, 
as  it  afterwards  appeared,  to  crimes,  not  ignorant  of 
the  ancient  auguries,  a  patroness  of  the  palate,  arbitress 
of  petulance,  putting  no  moderation  to  her  sins,  because 
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she  was  as  yet  on  this  side  of  old  age,  although  beating 
on  the  door  of  it  witlia  near  foot.  When  this  woman 
was  on  a  certain  day  holding  a  feast,  a  raven,  which 
she  kept  as  a  pet,  croaked  something  louder  than  usual. 

Upon  hearing  this,  the  knife  fell  iVom  her  hand,  her 
countenance  became  pale,  and  groaning,  slie  exclaimed, 
*To  day  my  plough  has  come  to  its  last  furrow  ;  today 
I  shall  hear  and  receive  a  great  n-^'sfortune,'  While 
speaking  the  words,  the  messenger  of  miseries  entered. 

Being  asked  why  he  came  with  a  face  so  full  of  ex- 
pression, '  I  bring  news  to  you,'  he  said,  *  from  that 
town,'  and  named  the  place,  '  oi"  the  death  of  )-our  son, 
and  de:.truction  of  all  the  funil)',  hy  u  .^uddcn  ruin.' 

At  ihcse  words,  ilic  woman,  wmmded  in  her  mind 
with  grief,  immediately  swooned  away,  and  feeling  the 
disease  creep  to  her  vitals,  invited  lier  surviving  children, 
a  monk  and  nun,  with  speedy  letters,  and  addressed 
them  upon  their  arrival,  with  a  sobbing  voice.  *I,  my 
children,  by  my  miserable  fate,  ha\'e  ahvays  used  de- 
moniac arts  ;  I  have  been  the  sink  of  all  vices,  the 
mistress  of  enticements.  There  was,  however,  among 
these  evils,  a  hope  of  your  religion,  which  might  sooth 
my  miserable  soul.  Despairing  of  myselt',  I  reclined 
upon  you ;  I  proposed  you  to  be  my  defenders  against 
demons,  protectors  against  the  most  cruel  enemies. 
Now,  therefore,  because  I  liave  reached  the  end  of  my 
life,  and  shall  have  those  exactors  of  the  punishment 
whom  I  had  advisers  in  my  sin,  I  ask  }'ou,  b)-  the 
maternal    bosom  which  you  have  sucked,  if  \  ou   have 
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any  faith,  any  piety,  that  you  at  least  attempt  to  al]e- 
viate  my  sufferings ;  and  tliough  you  will  not  recall  the 
sentence  issued  concerning  my  soul,  )cc  perhaps  you 
will  preserve  my  body  by  this  means.  Sew  it  in  a 
stag's  hide,  afterwards  recline  it  in  a  stone  sarcophagus, 
fasten  the  cover  with  lead  and  iron  ;  besides  this,  sur- 
roimd  the  stone  with  three  iron  chains,  viz. — of  great 
weight  ;  let  there  be  psali.i-singers  for  hfty  niglits,  and 
the  same  number  of  masses  in  the  days,  which  may 
mitigate  the  ferocious  attacks  of  my  enemies.  So,  if  I 
should  lie  securely  for  three  nights,  on  the  fjurth  day 
bury  your  mother  in  the  ground,  although  I  liar  that 
the  earth,  which  1  h;i\e  so  often  burdeived  with  mv 
vices,  will  not  receive  me  in  lier  boson-i.' 

Her  desires  were  comphed  with  in  the  most  atten- 
tive form. 

But  oh  !  her  wickedness :  pious  tears,  vows,  prayers, 
availed  nothing  ;  so  great  was  the  wickedness  of  the 
woman,  so  great  was  the  violence  of  the  Devil. 

For,  on  the  first  two  nights,  Avhen  choirs  of  clerks 
were  singing  psalms  around  the  body,  certain  devils, 
breaking  \vith  tlie  greatest  case  the  door  of  the  church 
fastened  with  a  huge  bolt,  burst  asunder  the  two  chains 
at  the  extremities.  The  middle  one,  which  was  more 
elaborately  wrought,  remained  entire. 

On  the  third  night,  about  cock-crowing,  th.e  whole 
monastery  seemed  to  be  overturned  from  its  foundations 
by  the  noise  of  the  approaching  enemies.  One  more 
terrible    than   the   rest   in   h)ok,   and    taller  in    stature. 
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sliaking  the  doors  with  greater  force,  dashed  ilieiii  into 
fragments. 

The  clerks  stood  stiff  with  terror,  their  hair  on  end, 
and  bereft  of  speech.  He  advancing  witli  a  proud  step 
to  the  coffin,  and  caUing  the  woman  by  name,  ordered 
Jier  to  arise. 

Upon  her  answering  that  she  could  not  on  accoimt 
of  the  cJiains,.  '  You  shall  be  rcosed,'  said  he,  '  and 
to  your,  evil;'  and  immediately  broke  the  chain, 
which  had  eluded  the  ferocity  of  the  rest,  with  as 
much  ease  as  packthread.  He  also  kicked  oil'  the  lid 
of  "-he  coffin  with  his  foot,  and  having  taken  her 
b\  tb.c  hand,  drew  licr  out  o\  the  churehi  in  u\c  --ight 
i)f  tliem  all. 

Before  the  doors  stood  a  proud  black  \v  ^r^e  neighing, 
with  iron  hooks  projecting  over  his  whole  back. 

The  woman  was  put  upon  it,  and  soon  disappeared 
Irom  the  eyes  of  the  spectators,  with  the  whole  company. 

The  cries  of  the  woman,  supplicating  for  help,  were 
heard  for  nearly  four  miles." 

SCRIFTOR.    P.    BlD.  48. 

*»''  Inventions  like  tliese  weie  ccnmvjii  modes  of  icveiij^o  amoiip:  Kci;le  • 
siiislica,  a  similar  tloiy  b^Miii,'  told  o!  ilie  body  of  Cli;iried  .Mart>.ll,  Kiiij,'of 
Fi;u!ce,  and  others. 

I'erhaps  the  farce  was  acted  by  perHons  in  dis^'uise,  for  this  was  also 
usual.  At  all  events,  the  woman  had  bitter  ciieinieti,  and  was  so  traduced 
upon  the  same  grounds  as  the  vul^'ar  slander  the  men'iory  of  decea.'^ed 
ptTsons  whom  they  dislike,  by  allirming  (to  u.se  their  own  language)  that 
'W/<L_y  walk;"  a  calumnious  custom,  derived  from  this  ancicnl  practice. 


THE    END. 


NOTICES  OF  THE  PRESS  ON  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


"This  is  a  carefuUyand  correctly  compiled  history  of  this  ancient 
town,  with  its  CListle  and  church.  The  old  pl.icc  is  full  of  interest 
— teems,  as  it  were,  with  narrative  and  tiaditicjn,  and  Mr.  Fisher 
has  done  ample  justice  to  liis  subject.  We  recommend  the  work 
to  our  readers." — Bnstol  Times,  Jitlyxd,  1856. 

"By  the  aid  of  modern  tacilirics  of  transit,  by  land  and  water, 
there  are  so  many  persons  now  constantly  \ 'siting  the  town  ot 
Berkeley,  that  we  are  sine  this  biicf  hiitor\  uUl  be  considered 
a  great  acquisition  by  the  curious  traveller.  It  is  carefully  and  cor- 
rectly compiled,  and  confers  credit  upon  the  author,  the  Rev.  J. 
Fisher." — Gloucester  'Journal^  Auguit  2,  1S56. 

"  A  charming  little  hand-book,  giving  a  description  and  Jiistory 
of  the  town  of  Berkeley,  its  castle  and  churcli,  compiled  by  the 
Rev.  John  Fisher,  curate  of  that  place,  has  just  been  published,  and 
no  doubt  will  prove  an  acceptable  companion  to  all  who  may  be  led 
to  visit  a  spot  which  is  su  fruitful  in  time-honoured  associations. 
Mr.  Fisher  has  aimed,  in  his  guide,  both  at  perspicuity  and  concise- 
ness, and  has  fully  succeeded.  The  book,  which  is  illustrared  by 
some  good  engravings,  is  dedicated  to  the  Earl  Fit^hardinge." — 
Chelttnham  Jounhil,  August  y,  1S56. 
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